
HOUSE No. 800.

House of Representatives, Feb. 11, 1897.

The committee on Probate and Insolvency, to whom was
referred the Bill (introduced on leave) to protect the estates
of deceased persons from the prosecution of fraudulent claims
(House, No. 5), report that the same ought to pass, in a
new draft, with the same title.

For the Committee,

WM. D. CHAPPLE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To protect the Estates of Deceased Persons from the

Prosecution of Fraudulent Claims.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any party who is credibly in-
-2 formed and believes that any person claims to
3 have a cause of action against him which might
4 be enforced against his estate were he to decease
5 and which he disputes, may file a petition in any
6 court which would have jurisdiction of the cause

7 were the action to be brought, setting forth the

8 nature of the claim and averring that he is credi-
9 bly informed and believes that the person or per-

-10 sons named in the petition make such claim
11 against him, the validity of which he denies, and
12 praying that such person or persons may be sum-

-13 moned to show cause why they should not bring

14 an action to enforce such claim.
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1 Sect. 2. Upon such petition the court shall
2 order notice to be given to the supposed claim-
-3 ants, and if, upon the return ofthe order of notice
4 duly executed, they make default, or, having ap-
-5 peared, disobey the lawful order of the court to
6 bring an action to try their claim, the court shall
7 enter a decree that they be forever debarred and
8 estopped from thereafter maintaining an action
9 for the cause set forth in said petition. If the

10 persons summoned appear and disclaim, they shall
11 recover their costs. If they assert their claim,
12 they shall, by answer, show cause why they
13 should not be required to bring an action and try
14 such claim; and the court, having heard the par-
-15 ties, shall make such decree respecting the bring-
-16 ing and prosecuting of such action as shall seem
17 equitable and just.




