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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To establish a State Printing Office.

icted by the Senate and House of JiepresentatL
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of th
same, as follmvs

1 Section 1. Within thirty days after the pas-
-2 sage of this act, the governor, with the advice
3 and consent of the council, shall appoint a person
4 who shall be a practical printer and who shall be
5 known as the superintendent of state printing.
6 Said superintendent shall hold office for the term
7 of four years, and until his successor is appointed
8 and qualified, unless he shall be sooner removed
9 for cause by the governor, by and with the ad-

-10 vice and consent of the council.
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1 Sect. 2. The superintendent of state print-
-2 ing, before entering upon the discharge of the
3 duties of his office, shall give bond in the sum of
4 twenty thousand dollars, to the treasurer of the
5 Commonwealth, with sufficient sureties, to be ap-
-6 proved by the governor, with the advice and con-
-7 sent of the council, for the faithful performance of
8 the duties of his office.

1 Sect. 3. The duties of the superintendent of
2 state printing shall be as follows: He shall pur-
-3 chase all materials and machinery which may be
4 necessary for the state printing office, and all
5 paper and ink, subject to the provisions herein-
-6 after made; shall superintend all printing and
7 binding ordered by the legislature or by any de-
-8 partment of the state government. He shall have
9 the entire charge of and be responsible for all

10 manuscripts and other matter which may be
11 placed in his bands to be printed, engraved,
12 lithographed or bound; to keep an account
13 thereof in the order in which it is received; to
14 cause the work to be properly executed; to
15 superintend all printing and binding done at the
1G state printing office; and to see that the sheets or
17 volumes are properly delivered to the officer who
18 is authorized to receive them. The receipt of
19 such officer shall be a sufficient voucher for their
20 delivery. He shall employ such compositors,
21 proof readers, pressmen, clerks and laborers as
22 the exigency of the work may from time to time
23 require: provided, that there shall be at no time
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24 employed more hands in the public printing and
25 binding establishment than the absolute necessi-
-26 ties of the public work require. All of said
27 employees shall be citizens of the state of Massa-
-2S chusetts, and their compensation shall be fixed
29 and determined by the superintendent of state
30 printing.

1 Sect. 4. To enable the said superintendent
2 more effectually to perform the duties of his
3 office, he shall appoint a foreman of printing, at
4 an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars, and
5 a foreman of binding at an annual salary of fifteen
G hundred dollars; but no one shall be appointed
7 to said positions who is not practically and
8 thoroughly acquainted wilh their respective
9 trades.

1 Sect. 5. The superintendent of state printing
2 shall annually in the month of December report
3 to the governor the exact condition and the
4 quantity and cost of all printing, binding, litho-
-5 graphing and engraving; the quantity and cost
6 of all paper purchased for the same; a detailed
7 statement of all proposals of contract entered
8 into for the purchase of paper and other materials,
9 and for lithographing and engraving, and all pay-

10 raents made during the preceding year under his
11 direction; shall give a full and complete record
12 of all items of expense, a classified and detailed
13 statement of the number of hands employed, and
14 the sums paid to each. Said report shall also
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15 state in detail the contracts made for the
10 purchase of paper or other materials then
17 outstanding, the number of reams and vari-
-18 ous kinds of paper delivered to him during the
19 past year, and the amount, quality and value of
20 paper remaining on his hands. His report shall
21 also specify the number of copies of each depart-
-22 ment report and document printed upon requisi-
-23 tion by the head of the department by which the
21 printing was done, and the exact number of copies
25 of books, giving the titles, of books bound upon
26 order of the senate, house of representatives and
27 other offices of the government, and the cost of
28 the printing of each department, as near as may
29 be. Such report shall also contain an estimate of
30 the sums which will be required for salaries,
31 wages, printing, engraving, lithographing, stereo-
-32 typing, binding, materials and other necessary
33 expenses of the state printing office for the ensu-

-31 ing fiscal year. The governor shall transmit such
35 report in print to the legislature, with his annual
36 message.

1 Sect. 6. The superintendent of state printing,
2 the foreman of printing and the foreman of bind-
-3 ing shall not, during their continuance in office,
4 have any interest, direct or indirect, in the publi-
-5 cation of any newspaper or periodical, or in any
6 printing, binding, engraving or lithographing of
7 any kind, or in any contract for furnishing paper
8 or other printing stock or material connected with
9 the state printing office.
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2 if exigency requires, the superintendent of state
3 printing shall fix upon standards of paper for the

4 different descriptions of public printing and bind
5 ing, and shall advertise in two papers published
6 in the city of Boston, and one paper published in
7 each of the cities of Springfield, 'Worcester, Fall
8 Eiver and Lowell, for sealed proposals to furnish
9 the Commonwealth with paper as specified in the

10 schedule to be furnished to applicants by the
11 superintendent of state printing, which schedule
12 shall contain in detail the quality and quantities
13 required and the amount and way in which said
14 paper is to be delivered; and the superintendent
15 shall furnish samples of the standards of papers
16 fixed upon to applicants therefor who desire to
17 bid. Such sealed proposals shall be opened in
18 the presence of the governor and council, and
19 the contract shall be awarded to the lowest and
20 best bidder; but they shall not consider any pro-
-21 posal which is not accompanied by a bond, with
22 good and sufficient sureties, that the bidder or
23 bidders, if his or their bid is accepted, will per-
-24 form the contract according to its terms.

1 Sect. 8. The superintendent shall at least
2 once a year consider all estimates sent to him by
8 manufacturers of ink or other articles and mate-
4 rials used in connection with the state printing
5 office, and shall make contracts with such firms as
6 will be most advantageous to the Commonwealth.
7 He shall also have the right to make contracts

1 Sect. 7. Once each year, and more frequently
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8 for such lithographing, stereotyping and engrav-
-9 ing as may be necessary in the preparation of

10 public documents.

1 Sect. 9. The superintendent of state printing
2 is hereby empowered to take, for the purpose of
3 establishing a state printing office, any building
4 now owned by the state, with the consent of the
5 governor, and if no such building can be found,
G he may lease some suitable building for a term
7 not exceeding ten years, upon terms to he ap-
-8 proved by the governor and council. He is
9 hereby empowered to purchase, on the most

10 advantageous terms to the Commonwealth, all
11 necessary mechanical appliances and materials,
12 including presses, type and machines necessary
13 to the establishment of a state printing office and
14 bindery.

1 Sect. 10. The sum of one hundred thousand
2 dollars, or so much thereof as will be necessary,
3 is hereby appropriated out of the treasury of the
4 Commonwealth, for the purpose of carrying out
5 the provisions of this act, which sum shall be
6 paid on properly approved vouchers presented to
7 the auditor, in the same manner as other claims
8 against the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 11. As soon as the state printing office
2 under this act is established and in operation, all
3 documents now printed by the Commonwealth,
4 either upon order of the Legislature or of the
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5 heads of departments, including letter and note
6 paper and envelopes, shall be supplied by the

7 public printer. All work done in said offices,
8 except such as shall be ordered by the legisla-
-9 ture, shall be ordered upon blanks prepared for

10 that purpose, by the superintendent of state
11 printing, which blanks shall be numbered con-
-12 secutively and must be signed by the head of the
13 department, a classified record of which printing
14 shall be kept in the department.

1 Sect. 12. No work shall be done in the state
2 printing office except state work. If the superin-
-8 tendent of state printing violates this provision,
4 he shall be punished by imprisonment in jail for
5 a term not exceeding one year, by fine not ex-
-6 ceeding five hundred dollars, or by both such fine
7 and imprisonment.

1 Sect. 13. No superintendent of state printing
2 shall be directly or indirectly in any way inter-
-8 ested in any contract made under this act, under
4 penalty of removal from office by the governor
5 and council and punishment as provided in sec-
-6 tion eleven of chapter two hundred and five of
7 the Public Statutes. If the superintendent of
8 state printing, or the foreman of printing, or the
9 foreman of binding, shall by themselves or

10 through others, corruptly collude or have any
11 secret understanding with any person to defraud
12 the Commonwealth, or whereby the Common-

-18 wealth shall be made to sustain a loss, or if they
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14 shall violate any of the provisions of section six
15 of this act, they shall bo punished, on conviction,
16 by imprisonment in the states prison for a term
17 not exceeding five years, or by fine not exceeding
18 two thousand dollars, or by both such fine and
19 imprisonment.

1 Sect. 14. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


