
HOUSE No. 888.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Richard L. Gay. Election Laws.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To provide Additional Polling Places for Caucuses

of Political Parties in the City of Boston and for
the nomination of Certain Candidates by a Direct
Vote in Caucuses.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In the city of Boston whenever
2 two hundred and fifty or more qualified voters of
3 any ward, members of a political party which has
4 cast in a caucus in such ward one thousand
5 or more votes, shall file with the board of election
6 commissioners a written request that they shall
7 be provided with an additional polling place in
8 that ward, it shall be the duty of said board of
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9 election commissioners to make a division of the
territory of such ward into two districts, to be
known as caucus districts, to be numbered one
and two; and thereafter each caucus of said polit-
ical party in that ward shall be held in the same
manner and subject to the same provisions of law
now applying to a single caucus in a ward, except
that each clerk of a caucus shall make return to
the board of election commissioners of the votes
cast therein in the same manner as is provided
for making returns of the vote for mayor at an
election. Said board of election commissioners
shall determine the result of the balloting, and
within twenty hours thereafter shall certify the
same to the president of the city committee of the
political party holding the caucuses. The presi-
dent and secretary of said city committee shall
sign and file certificates of nomination for the
candidates nominated, as provided in the acts of
eighteen hundred and ninety-three, chapter four
hundred and seventeen, and all amendments
thereto, and sign and deliver to delegates elected
and all other persons elected entitled to said cre-

dentials, in the same manner as provided in sec-

tion five, chapter) four hundred and thirty-five of
the acts of eighteen hundred ninety-six and all
amendments thereto.
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1 Sect. 2. The caucus officers to serve in the
2 first caucus held in a newly established caucus
3 district shall be appointed by the city committee
4 of the political party holding the caucus, and at
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5 such caucus officers for the ensuing year shall be
6 elected, as provided in section fourteen of chapter
7 four hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of
8 eighteen hundred and ninety-six.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever caucus districts have been
2 formed as herein provided the board of election
3 commissioners shall notify the city committee of
4 the political party affected thereby, and thereafter
5 all calls for caucuses in said ward and all noraina-
-6 tion papers filed shall be made to apply to cau-

-7 cases in the two caucus districts as now apply to
8 one.

1 Sect. 4. All divisions of wards into caucus
2 districts shall be made on precinct lines estab-
-3 lished at the time of the division, and whenever a
4 new division of the territory of a ward is made
5 or new precincts formed, then new caucus dis-
-6 tricts as herein provided shall also be made to
7 conform thereto.

1 Sect. 5. All requests as herein provided shall
2 be filed with the board of election commissioners
3 not later than August first for caucuses relating
4 to a state election, and not later than October
5 first for caucuses relating to a city election.

1 Sect. 6. Any clerk of a caucus who shall
2 fail to make a return of the results of a caucus as
3 provided in this act shall be punished by fine not
4 exceeding fifty dollars for each offence.
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1 Sect. 7. Nominations for mayor in the city
2 of Boston and for senators in the county of Suf-
-3 folk shall be made directly in caucuses, and not
4 by conventions or committee.
5 Caucuses shall be held for the purpose of
6 making such nominations in each ward or caucus
7 district for mayor, and in each of the wards com-

-8 prising a senatorial district; and return of the votes
9 cast for such candidates shall be made to the

10 election commissioners of the city of Boston in
11 conformity with the law relative to returns of
12 votes of elections. The candidate for mayor and
13 a senator in a senatorial district who in the aggre-
-11 gate of all the votes cast in the different wards
15 comprising a senatorial district appears to have
16 received the majority of such votes, as shown by
17 the returns made to the election commissioners,
18 shall be deemed the nominee of the political
19 party holding such caucuses.

1 Sect. 8. The names of the candidates nomin-
-2 ated by each of the two leading parties in accord-
-3 ance with the provisions of the preceding section
4 shall be placed upon the official ballot in the man-

-5 ner now required by law.

1 Sect. 9. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith so far as they interfere with the pro-
-3 visions herein contained are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon its

2 passage.


