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House of Representatives, Feb. 23, 1897.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill to lessen the burden of taxation upon
certain disabled soldiers and sailors, report recommending
that the same be amended by substituting therefor the
accompanying bill, and that when so amended the same will
be correctly drawn.

For the Committee,

DAVID T. DICKINSON.
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BURDEN OF TAXATION.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven

AN ACT
To lessen the Burden of Taxation upon Certain Disabled

Soldiers and Sailors and the Wives of such Soldiers and
Sailors.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled.
and House of Hep
and by the authority of the

same, as follows

1 Section 1. The property of the following classes of
2 persons shall be exempt from taxation to the amount of
3 two thousand dollars in the case of each person, provided
4 the whole estate, real and personal of the person so ex-
-5 empted does not exceed in value the sum of five thousand
6 dollars exclusive of property otherwise exempted under
7 the provisions of law.
8 First. Soldiers and sailors who served in the military
9 or naval service of the United States in the war of the

10 rebellion and who were honorably discharged therefrom
11 and who, by reason of injury received or disease con-
-12 tracted while in such service and in the line of duty, lost
13 the sight of both eyes or lost the sight of one eye, the
14 sight of the other having been previously lost, or who
15 lost one or both feet or one or both hands.
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16 Second. Soldiers and sailors who served as aforesaid

17 and were honorably discharged as aforesaid and who, as
18 the result of disabilities contracted while in such service,
19 and in the line of duty, have become permanently inca-
-20 pacitated for the performance of manual labor to an ex-
-21 tent equivalent, in the judgment of the assessors, to the
22 loss of a hand or foot.
23 Third. Wives of soldiers or sailors who would be
24 entitled to exemption under either of the two preceding
25 paragraphs.

1 Sect. 2. The certificate of the granting of a pension
2 to any soldier or sailor by the United States for any injury
3 or incapacity mentioned in the preceding section shall,
4 while such pension continues, be sufficient evidence of
5 the receiving of such injury or iucapacity. The board
6 of assessors may, however, receive other evidence. A
7 person aggrieved by the finding or judgment of the
8 assessors under this act may appeal to the county com-
-9 missioners within the time and in the manner allowed by

10 law for appeals in respect to an abatement of taxes.

1 Sect. 3. Chapter two hundred and two of the acts
2 of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five is hereby
3 repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage




