
HOUSE No. 971.

House of Repbesentatives, March 2, 1897.

The committees on Cities, to whom was referred the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 489) of the
mayor of Somerville for legislation to enable cities and
towns to take land for schoolhouses and other public
buildings, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN F. SHEEHAN.
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TAKING LAND FOR SCHOOLHOUSES. [Mar.2

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To authorize taking Land for Schoolhouses and other Pub-

lic Buildings.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled
end House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follow
1 Section 1. Cities by their city councils, and towns
2 by their selectmen, may take, maintain and hold in fee,
3 any lands for the erection of a schoolhouse and necessary
4 buildings, or for enlarging a schoolhouse or schoolhouse
5 lot, or for the erection of other public buildings ; but the
6 selectmen of towns shall not take any such lands unless
7 previously authorized so to do at some public meeting of
8 the inhabitants of the town regularly warned and notified
9 therefor.

1 Sect. 2. The city councils of cities and the select-
-2 men of towns shall cause to be recorded in the registry
3 of deeds for the county or district of the county in which
4 the lands are situated, a description thereof sufficiently
5 accurate for identification, with a statement of the pur-
-6 pose for which the same were taken, which statement
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7 shall be signed by the mayor of the city or by the chair-
-8 man of selectmen of the town, taking the land as afore-
-9 said, and upon such recording the land so described shall

10 be taken for such city or town.

1 Sect. 3. The city councils of cities and the select-
-2 men of towns shall estimate and determine as near as
3 may be all damages sustained by any person or corpora-
-4 tion by the taking of land, or any right therein, under
5 this act; but any one aggrieved by such determination
6 may have such damages assessed by a jury of the su-
-7 perior court in the same manner as is provided by law
8 with respect to damages sustained by reason of the lay-
-9 ing out of ways. If upon trial damages are increased

10 beyond the amount determined as aforesaid, the ag-
-11 grieved party shall recover costs, otherwise such party
12 shall pay costs; and costs shall be taxed as in civil
13 oases ; but no suit or petition for such damages shall be
14 brought after the expiration of two years from the date
15 of the recording of the description and statement as
16 aforesaid.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




