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The purpose of this Bill is to exempt from all legal pro-
tection at any season of the year certain of the so-called duck
species, therein described as white-winged scoters, commonly
called coot, sheldrake, old-squaws and loons, it being illegal

rds between the dates ofunder exist
April 15 and September 1

These birds have little or no marketable value, and the
existing restrictions upon their slaughter could not have
been enacted by your predecessors for the purpose of pre-
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protect from extermination birds not directly harm-
fety at least during the

breeding season. The birds enumerated in this act are now
protected in the waters of the Commonwealth during their
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many, and the right to destroy them during the entire year
instead of during seven and one-half months as now per-
mitted would in my opinion materially increase the enjoy-
ment of few and the profit of none.

Another serious objection lies in the increased difficulty
which this proposed law would entail upon the enforcement
of the remaining provisions of the existing law unaffected by
it. It is to be feared that either through ignorance or by
intention a very imperfect discrimination w rould be exercised
by those who should avail themselves of the enlarged oppor-
tunities for destruction afforded by this act, and that the
more valuable kinds of ducks and other fowl would be
exposed to slaughter equally with those named in this act,
at the very season of all others when they should be unmo-
lested. Persons and premises could uot be searched without
a warrant, and convictions would be infrequent. In this w 7ay
the removal of all restrictions upon the killing of the less
valuable species would tend to undermine the protection now
wisely afforded to all.

For the above reasons I am unable to approve the bill

ROGER WOLCOTT.






