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House of Representatives, March 19, 1897.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was
referred the petition (with accompanying bill, House, No.
330) of the Municipal League of Boston for the reorganiza-
tion of the city government of said city; also the petition
(with accompanying bill, House, No. 578) of the Merchants’
Municipal Committee for legislation consolidating the two
branches of the city council of Boston, and making other
changes in the government of said city; also the petition
(with accompanying bill, House, No. 758) of the Citizens’
Association of Boston for legislation providing for an amend-
ment of the charter of the city of Boston, in respect to the
nomination and election of aldermen and common council-
men, and relative to the appointment and duties of other city
officers, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

GEORGE R. JONES.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the City Government and the Depart-

ments of the City of Boston.
Be it enacted bit the Senate and House of lit ita

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of th
same, as folio

1 Section 1. Every ordinance, order or other
2 measure authorizing the expenditure of money, or
3 the granting of any location, franchise, right or

4 privilege in or under a public way, shall receive in
5 each branch of the city council of the city of Bos-
-6 ton before which it comes at least two separate
7 readings, the second reading at least one week
8 after the first; in any measure making any such
9 grant any terms or conditions for the benefit of

10 the city which have been specifically recommended
11 by the mayor may be imposed, and in such case
12 the grant shall be exercised only on condition that
13 such terms or conditions shall continue to becom-
-14 plied with. Whenever the mayor shall send to
15 the city council a communication stating that in
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16 his opinion a certain measure named therein pend-
-17 ing before either branch should be considered
18 without delay, no other business shall be trans-
-19 acted at any meeting of such branch subsequent
20 to the meeting next succeeding that to which the
21 communication is sent until such measure is dis-
-22 posed of.

1 Sect. 2. Every ordinance, order or other
2 measure pending before either branch of said city
3 council upon which the yeas and nays are taken
4 may be finally passed by such branch by, and only
5 by, a yea and nay vote of a majority of all the
6 members thereof, and the yeas and nays shall be
7 taken upon any measure whenever any five

the same; but no order8 members shall call fo
9 authorizing a loan, u

10 recommended by the
dess the same has been
mayor as beimj for the
city as a whole, shall be11 general benefit of the

12 finally passed except by a yea and nay vote of
13 two-thirds of all the members. INo two items of
14 expenditure to be met by loan shall be authorized
15 by the same order, but each item shall be the
16 subject of a separate order, and shall be acted
17 upon separately.

1 Sect. 3. Every ordinance, order or other
2 measure shall, after its final passage by the city
3 council, be forthwith laid by the person acting as
4 clerk of the branch last acting upon the same
5 before the mayor, and the mayor within ten days
6 after such passage may approve the same in
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7 writing, or only certain items thereof if the meas-
-8 ure involves the raising, appropriation or expendi-
-9 ture of money, and thereupon such measure, or

10 the items so approved, shall take effect on the
11 date specified for the measure to take effect, or, if
12 no date is specified, on the date of such approval;
13 if the mayor does not within said ten days approve
14 the measure so presented to him, or return the same

15 to the branch in which the same originated with
16 his objections in writing thereto, or to certain
17 items thereof, as aforesaid, the measure shall take
18 effect on the date specified therefor, or, if no date
19 is specified, upon the expiration of said ten days;
20 if the mayor within said ten days returns to such
21 branch any measure so presented to him, with a
22 statement in writing of his objections thereto, or

23 to certain items thereof, as aforesaid, such branch
24 shall enter the objections on its records, and such
25 measure, or the items so objected to, shall not
26 take effect unless three-fourths of all the mem-
-27 bers, by vote taken by yeas and nays, shall,
28 notwithstanding such objections, again vote to
29 pass such measure, or items, in which case the
30 measure, or items, shall take effect on the day
31 specified for the measure to take effect, or, if no

32 date is specified, on the day of such passage; if
33 the action of the other branch of the city council
34 was required to pass the measure originally, the
35 measure, with the objections of the mayor thereto,
36 shall be sent to such other branch, and it shall not
37 take effect unless three-fourths of all the members
38 of such other branch, taken by yeas and nays,



1897.] 5HOUSE —No. 1075.

39 shall, notwithstanding such objections, also again
40 vote to pass such measure or items, in which case
41 the measure or items shall take effect on the day
42 specified for the measure to take effect, or if no
43 date is specified on the date of such last passage;
44 the mayor instead of objecting to any item as
45 aforesaid, may approve the item for any sura less
46 than that stated therein, and in such case the item
47 shall take effect to the extent of the sum so ap-
-48 proved and no further.

1 Sect. 4. The civil service commissioners shall
2 within three months after the passage of this act
3 classify all offices and employments, the compen-
4 sation of which is paid out of the treasury of said
5 city, which in their opinion should be included in
6 the classified service, notwithstanding any exist-
-7 ing exemptions from the operation of the civil
8 service laws or the rules of said commissioners
9 prepared in accordance therewith: provided, how-

-10 ever, that judicial officers, officers elected by the
11 people, or by the city council or either branch
12 thereof, or whose appointment is subject to con-
-13 firmation, heads of departments of said city, heads
14 of such number of divisions of the several depart-
-15 ments of said city as said commissioners may from
16 time to time approve, the officers and employees
17 attached to the office of the mayor, the members
18 of the board of police for said city and the chief
19 marshals, or chiefs, of the police and fire depart-
-20 ments, shall not be affected as to their selection or

21 appointment by any rules or classification made as
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22 aforesaid. The mayor of said city shall once in
to the city council a list of23 each month transmit

24: all officers or employe
25 removed, discharged,

s of the city who have been
suspended or transferred,

26 and of all persons who have been appointed to any
27 office or employment under the city, during the
28 preceding month, and also a list of all officers or

29 employees of the city whose compensation has been
30 increased during such month, giving the old and
31 the new compensation.

1 Sect. 5. The term of office of every officer
2 appointed by the mayor to have sole or joint
3 charge of a department of said city, except trus-
-4 tees and members of boards, shall expire on

5 January thirty-first in the year eighteen hundred
6 and ninety-eight, and the term of every trustee
7 and member of a board expiring on April thir-
-8 tieth of any year shall expire on January thirty-
-9 first of such year, and the mayor shall appoint for

10 the terms provided by law all trustees and mem-
-11 bers of boards, and shall appoint for the term of
12 two years all other officers to be appointed by
13 him to have sole or joint charge of a department,
14 each term aforesaid beginning with the first day
15 of February in the first year of his term ; all such
16 officers shall continue to hold office, after the
17 expiration of their terras, until they are removed
18 or their respective successors are appointed, or
19 confirmed where confirmation is required.

t 6. The annual municipal election in said
2 city shall hereafter be held on the third Tuesday
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3 of December, instead of on the Tuesday after the
4 second Monday of said month.

1 Sect. 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsis-
-2 tent with this act are hereby repealed, and all
3 ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent
4 with this act are hereby annulled.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take etfect upon its
2 passage.




