
HOUSE No. 1089.

House of Kepresentatives, March 23, 1897.

The committee on Prisons to whom was referred an order
that the committee on prisons be instructed to investigate
and report on the advisability of the employment of prisoners
on state farms and state highways, said committee to report
on or before May 1, report that an investigation of this kind
would involve an inquiry -which could not properly be made
in the short time the committee would be able to give to it
before May 1. The committee find that the subject of such
employment has been considered more or less by prison
officials, particularly by the General Superintendent of
Prisons, who made an extended reference to it in his report
of 1895. It seems, therefore, that if this officer were em-
powered to make a special investigation of the kind of work
named in the order, and of public work of like nature, he
could submit a report thereon to the next General Court
which would enable the legislature to deal
with the matter. The committee accordingly report the
accompanying resolve.

For the Committee

TIIOS. M. DENHAM.

CommoniDcaltt) of ittassadjuactts.



[Mar. ’97.5> RESOLVE.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven

RESOLVE

To provide for a Special Report on the Various Methods of
Employing Prisoners on Public Works and Lands.

1 Resolved, That the general superintendent of prisons
2 be directed to make an examination of the various methods
3 of employing prisoners on public works and lands, and
4 to submit a special report thereon to the general court in
5 February, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight. The said
6 general superintendent, with the approval of the governor
7 and council, may expend a sum not exceeding nine hun-
-8 dred dollars for carrying out the purpose of this resolve.
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