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House of Kepeesentatives, March 31, 1897.

The committee on Prisons, to whom was referred an order
that the committee on Prisons be instructed to ascertain the
kinds and total amount of clothing, boots, shoes, tinware,
woodenware, furniture, etc., that are annually purchased in
the several state and county institutions, and report to the
legislature, report the accompanying statement.

For the Committee,

J. M. DOUGLASS.

(EommomDcaltl) of iltasoadjusetta.
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Statement showing the amount of Clothing,
Boots, Shoes, Tinware, Woodenware, Furni-
ture, ETC., ANNUALLY PURCHASED FOR THE
State and County Institutions.

STATE AND COUNTY INSTITUTIONS. [Mar.

CmnmonmmltS) of iHaosacfyusctls,

Soon after the above order was referred to the committee
a vote was passed requesting the General Superintendent of
Prisons to obtain from the different institutions the informa-
tion called for by the order. He issued to each one of the
prisons, truant schools, lunatic hospitals and the state farm
and state almshouse a blank for the return of such informa-
tion. Replies have been received from the following named
institutions : The State Prison, the Reformatory Prison for
Women, the Massachusetts Reformatory, and all the jails
and houses of correction except the Boston Jail, the Green-
field Jail and House of Correction and the Pittsfield Jail and
House of Correction; also from the truant schools of Berk-
shire, of Essex and of Norfolk, the Boston Parental School,
the lunatic asylums at Danvers and Taunton and the Worces-
ter Insane Asylum.

With this report there is presented a tabulated statement
of such returns, but for convenience the articles annually
purchased for the use of the above named institutions are
summarized as follows :

Two thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven suits,
1,559 coats, 1,568 vests, 257 pairs of trousers, 469 over-
coats, 7,645 articles of underclothing, 41,120 pairs of stock-
ings, 8,340 caps or hats, 37,732 articles not specified but
returned under the head of clothing : total cost, $30,696.05.



31897. HOUSE —No. 1116.

Seven thousand six hundred and seventy-three pairs of boots
and shoes, cost, $6,873.69; 5,197 articles of tinware, cost,
$1,170.32 ; 15,610 articles of woodenware, cost, $2,636.90 ;

178 pieces of furniture, cost, $4,139.85.
It appears from the reports that the greater part of the

clothing is made in the prisons. In the State Prison and
the Massachusetts Reformatory all the uniform clothing is
made by the inmates; this accounts for the comparatively
small purchase of clothing in those institutions. In a general
way the same remark will apply to all the jails and houses
of correction.

As it was the purpose of this order to ascertain how much
additional work would be furnished to the inmates if all the
articles for their own use were manufactured by them, the
above account is limited strictly to the purchased articles.




