
HOUSE No. 1125.

[Mr. Kennedy of Holyoke gives notice that he will move to substitute
this bill for the report of the committee on Cities leave to withdraw.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To establish a Board of Police for the City of

Holyoke.
and House of Represser,Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. The mayor of Holyoke shall ap-
-2 point three persons, who shall constitute a board
3 of police for said city, and who shall be sworn

4 before entering upon the duties of the office. One
5 member of said board shall be designated by the
6 mayor of said city as chairman, and two shall
7 constitute a quorum. Their terms of office shall
8 be so arranged and designated at the time of
9 appointment that the term of one member shall
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10 expire on the first Monday of June in the year
11 eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, one on the

12 first Monday of June in the year nineteen hun-
-13 dred and one, and one on the first Monday of
14 June in the year nineteen hundred and three.
15 The full term of olfice after these dates shall be
16 six years, and any vacancy occurring after the
17 passage of this act, by the expiration of the term
18 of office of the incumbent, shall he filled by
19 election by the legal voters of said city at the
20 annual state election in the year next preceding
21 the year in which such vacancy occurs. Any
22 vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration
23 of term of office shall be filled by election by the
24 legal voters of said city at the annual state elec-
25 tion next following the date at which such va-
26 cancy occurs, and the person so elected shall
27 serve for the unexpired term: provided,

that if
28 a vacancy occurs in any year more than three
29 months prior to the state election the mayor of
30 said city may temporarily appoint a member of
31 said board who shall serve until such vacancy is
32 regularly filled by election. After the expiration
33 of the term of office of the chairman designated
34 by the mayor, the chairman shall be chosen by
35 said board from among their own number. The
36 board may appoint one of their own number to
37 serve as clerk, or may appoint a clerk who shall
38 not be of their own number; and in ease he is
39 not appointed from their own number the term of
40 office of said clerk shall be six years and he may
41 be removed by said board for such cause as it
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42 shall deem sufficient and shall express in its
43 order of removal. The clerk of the board shall
44 be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties,
45 shall keep a record of all proceedings, issue all
40 notices and attest all such papers and orders as
47 said board shall direct.

1 Sect. 2. Said board of police shall have au-
2 thority to appoint, establish and organize the
3 police of said city and make all needful rules and
4 regulations for its efficiency. All the powers as
5 to the appointment, organization and control of
6 said police in said city, now vested in the mayor
7 and in the board of aldermen, except as otherwise
8 herein provided, are hereby conferred upon and
9 vested in said board of police. Said board shall

10 also act as license commissioners for said city.
11 and shall have and exercise all the powers and
12 perform all the duties conferred and imposed by
13 the statutes of the Commonwealth upon the board
14 of license commissioners of said city relative to
15 the granting and signing of licenses for the sale
1(3 of intoxicating liquors, and relative to the grant-
-17 ing and signing of licenses to persons to be inn-
-18 holders or common victuallers in said city. ]No

19 license granted by said board shall be valid unless
20 signed by a majority of the members of the board,
21 and all licenses so granted and signed shall be
22 recorded in the office of said board.

1 Sect. 3. The members of the Holyoke police
2 force in office when the said board of police are
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3 first appointed shall continue to hold their several
4 offices until removed by said board; and the
5 present rules and regulations of the board of
6 aldermen for the government of the police shall
7 continue in force until otherwise ordered by said
8 board. All police officers appointed by the board
9 hereby created shall have and exercise within the

10 limits of said city all the common law and statu-
-11 tory powers of constables, except the service of
12 civil process, and shall have all the powers given
13 to the police as watchmen by the statutes of the
14 Commonwealth, the laws relating to said city, or

15 by any ordinances thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The salaries of the members of said
2 board of police shall be fixed by the board of
3 aldermen of said city, but in no case shall the
4 salary be less than five hundred dollars a year for
5 each member. The compensation of the clerk
6 shall be fixed by the board ofaldermen; and both
7 the salaries of the members of said board and of
8 the clerk shall be paid from the treasury of said
9 city. No member of the board of police shall be

10 engaged or interested in any business for which
11 said board is authorized to grant licenses. Said
12 city shall provide all such suitable accoramoda-
-13 tions for the police as said board shall require,
14 and all buildings and property used by said police
15 shall be under the control of said board. All ex-
-16 pense for the maintenance of buildings, the pay
17 of the police and the incidental expenses incurred
18 in the administration of the said police shall be
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19 paid by said city upon the requisition of said
20 board.

1 Sect, 5. Said board of police shall not in-
-2 crease the present number of patrolmen except
3 as authorized by said city, nor shall the pay of
4 the police be increased or decreased except by
5 the concurrent action of said city and said board.

1 Sect 6. In case of tumult, riot or violent
2 disturbance of public order, the mayor of said
3 city shall have, as the exigency in his judgment
4 may require, the right to assume control for the
5 time being of the police of said city; but before
6 assuming such control he shall issue his procla-
-7 mation to that effect, and it shall be the duty of
8 said board of police to execute all orders promul-
-9 gated by him for the suppression of such tumult,

10 riot or disturbance, and the restoration of public
11 order.

1 Sect. 7. Said board of police shall make a

2 detailed reports of its doings annually to the mayor
3 of said city, in the month of December. The
4 records of said board shall at all times be open to
5 the inspection of the mayor of said city or to such
6 persons as may be designated by him.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing herein shall effect the en-
-2 forcement of the provisions of chapter three hun-
-3 dred and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen
4 hundred and eighty-four, being an act to improve
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5 the civil service of the Commonwealth and the
6 cities thereof, or of the rules made by the com-

-7 missioners appointed thereunder.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall be submitted to the
2 qualified voters of the city of Holyoke at the state
3 election to be held in the month of November of
4 the present year. The vote shall be taken by bal-
-5 lot in answer to the following question: Shall an

G act passed by the general court in the year
7 eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, entitled “ An
8 act to establish a board of police for YES-

9 the City of Holyoke,” be accepted? N-

10 Should the larger number of voters upon the
11 question of its acceptance be in the affirmative, it
12 shall become a law immediately.






