
HOUSE Mo. 1208.

House of Reprbsentatiyes, April 21, 1897.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was
referred the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No.
43) of the mayor of the city of Boston for legislation to pro-
vide for surface drainage in said city; the petition (with
accompanying bill, House, No. 625) of the mayor of the city
of Boston for legislation enabling said city to construct sew-
ers and establish charges in the nature of rent for the use of
the same; and the Bill (introduced on leave) to authorize
the city of Boston to incur indebtedness outside its debt limit
for the purpose of sewer construction and maintenance in its
suburban districts, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOSEPH I. STEWART

(UcmimontDcaltl) of iffassadjusctts.
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AN ACT
Relative to Surface Drainage in the City of Boston.

[New draft of Senate No. 43.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresentati

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The board of street commissioners of the
2 city of Boston, with the approval of the mayor, may
3 order that any streams or watercourses within the limits
4 of said city be diverted from their original channels, or
5 that such channels or new channels be widened, deepened,
6 straightened, paved and covered, or that sewers be built
7 therefor, or that any part of such streams or water courses
8 be so treated, or that any one or more of such things be
9 done, and the mayor of said city shall thereupon by such

1 Sect. 2. The expenses incurred in carrying out any
2 such order, including interest on the amounts expended
3 at the rate of four per cent per annum from the date of
4 the passage of the order, shall be repaid to said city and
5 such portion thereof as said board shall deem just and
6 equitable shall be assessed upon and repaid by the sev-

Commomwcflltl) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven,

10 officer as he shall direct cause such orders to be carried out.
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7 eral estates, any lands which are situated within the
8 natural watershed of the part of the watercourse upon
9 which the work is done, which they shall deem benefited

10 by the work in proportion to the benefit received by the

11 estates respectively as determined by said board, and the
12 balance of such expenses shall be assessed upon and re-
-13 paid by the other estates, any lands of which are so
14 situated in proportion to the values of such lands as de-
-15 termined by said board.

1 Sect 3. The assessment placed upon each estate for
2 which the estate shall be liable as a part of the taxes
3 thereof, and for which a lien shall attach to the estate,
4 shall be determined by said board in accordance with the
5 proportions aforesaid, such determination to be subject to
6 appeal therefrom to the superior court to determine its
7 correctness as is provided in the case of appeals from the
8 board of assessors relating to taxes; said board shall
9 give notice of the amount of every such assessment

10 to the owner deemed liable therefor forthwith after such
11 amount has been determined, and a lien shall attach to
12 the estate for the amount, and be collected as a part of
13 the taxes of such estate, and said commissioners shall
14 deliver to the city collector the bills for such assessments.

1 Sect. 4. The treasurer of the city of Boston shall,
2 from time to time, on the request of the mayor, issue and
3 sell negotiable bonds or certificates of said city to an
4 amount not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars in
5 any one year, and shall hold the proceeds thereof, except
6 premiums, in the treasury of said city to meet the ex-
-7 penses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. Said bonds or certificates shall not be con-
-2 sidered in determining the debt limit of said city and
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~3 shall be issued as a part of and in addition to and in the
4 same manner as the bonds or certificates issued under

|5 authority of chapter three hundred and twenty-three of
6 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one
7 and acts in amendment or addition thereto, and the pro-
-8 visions of said acts shall so far as applicable apply to the
9 carrying out of the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


