
HOUSE .... No. 1234.

[Mr. Hosmeb of Billerica, for the report of the committee on Mercan-
tile Affairs, reference to the next General Court.]

In the Year One Thousand Eigiit Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To encourage and promote Cheap Telephonic and

Telegraphic Communication.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. John M. Bailey, Edmund Pendle-
-2 ton, Luke W. Heary, Frank Leake and Moses H.
3 Sherman, their associates and successors, are
4 hereby made a corporation under the name of
5 Globe Telephone and Telegraph Company, for
6 the purpose of acquiring, constructing and oper-
-7 ating telephone and telegraph lines, exchanges
8 and all the plants and apparatus necessary for the
9 carrying on a general telephone and telegraph

10 business
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1 Sect. 2. The said corporation is hereby author-
ized to occupy streets, alleys, lanes and highways
with its lines, first having obtained the consent of
the board of aldermen of any city or of the select-
men of any town in which it desires to construct
its lines. In case the board of aldermen of any
city or the selectmen of any town shall refuse to
grant a permit to the company for the construc-
tion of its lines therein, the question of its occu-

pancy of such streets, alleys, lanes and highways
shall be submitted to the qualified voters of such
city or town at the next general election held in
such city or town. In any city or town where
the board of aldermen or the selectmen may have
refused the company the right to construct its
lines in or upon the streets, alleys, lanes or high-
ways, then the mayor of such city or selectmen of
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such town shall, at the request of the company,
cause to be inserted an article in the warrant for
the election next to be held, authorizing the sub-
mission to the voters thereof of the question
whether or not the company shall have the right
to construct its lines in, upon or under the streets,
alleys, lanes and highways of such city or town.
If a majority of voters, voting upon the question,
shall vote in the affirmative, the company may
construct its lines in, upon or under the streets,
alleys, lanes and highways of such city or town,
subject to such reasonable regulations as may be

prescribed by the authorities having legal control
of said streets, alleys, lanes and highways.
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If the voters of any city or town shall fail to32
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33 approve the company’s proposition the question
34 may be submitted in like manner at subsequent
35 elections.
36 The provisions of this section shall not be con-
-37 strned as abridging, limiting or waiving in any
38 way the rights accruing to this company by the
39 act of congress, entitled:
40 “An Act to aid in the construction of telegraph
41 lines and to secure to the government the use of
42 the same for postal, military and other purposes,
43 approved July 24, 1866.”

1 Sect. 3. The company shall, as fast as its
2 lines are constructed in any city or town wherein
3 are located any institutions or public buildings
4 belonging to or used by the Commonwealth, place
5 therein a sufficient number of telephones to fur-
-6 nish an adequate telephonic service, and maintain
7 the same for the use of the servants and employees
Bof the state free of charge. The company shall
9 also receive at its pay stations and forward over

10 its telephone and telegraph lines all official cora-
-11 raunications to or from state officials free of
12 charge.

1 Sect. 4. The charges for the use of each tele-
-2 phone furnished by the company shall not exceed
3 thirty-six dollars per annum for places of business
4 and twenty-four dollars per annum for religious,
5 charitable and educational institutions and for
6 private residences. The charge for transmitting
7 a message of ten words or less by telegraph shall
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8 not exceed ten cents for distances not over two
9 hundred and fifty miles, and shall not exceed

10 twenty-five cents for longer distances, and one
11 cent for each additional word.

1 Sect. 5. The capital stock of the company
2 shall be one hundred thousand dollars, divided
3 into shares, the par value of which shall be ten
1 dollars each. The capital stock may be increased
5 from time to time, to any amount not exceeding ten
6 millions of dollars, by the sale of stock in accord-
-7 ance with the requirements of the corporation
8 laws of the Commonwealth regulating the sale
9 and issuance of stock by Massachusetts corpora-

10 tions.
11 The corporation is authorized to commence
12 operations and transact business when the said
13 one hundred thousand dollars shall have been
14 subscribed and the payment thereof secured to its
15 treasury.

16 The company may issue mortgage bonds and
17 secure the same by a mortgage or mortgages upon
18 its franchises and property of any kind, but the
19 amount of bonds so issued shall at no time exceed
20 the amount of its capital stock then outstanding.
21 The company may purchase, own, hold, use
22 and enjoy real or personal property of any kind,
23 including stocks and bonds of other corporations,
24 franchises and rights.

1 Sect. 6. The company shall not sell its stock
2 or any part thereof to, or consolidate with, any
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3 competing telephone or telegraph company with-
-4 out first obtaining authority to do so from the
5 legislature; nor shall any such telephone or tele-
-6 graph company purchase or hold any stock or

7 bonds or other securities which may be issued by
8 this company.

1 Sect. 7. The company may acquire or con-
-2 struct telephone or telegraph lines, operate the
3 same and transact business in other states, terri-
-4 tories, District of Columbia and Dominion of
5 Canada by complying with the legal requirements
6 therein.

1 Sect. 8. This company shall have the right
2 to use the wires of all telephone and telegraph
3 companies doing business in this state, for the
4 transmission of communications and messages to
5 and from connecting points, and in reciprocation
G thereof this company shall accord to other com-
-7 panies the like use of its wires between connect-
-8 ing points upon terms mutually agreed upon
9 between this company and the said connecting

10 companies. If this company and the other tel-
-11 ephone and telegraph companies cannot agree
12 upon terms for the use of each other’s wires, the
13 terras shall be fixed and determined by the board
14 of gas and electric light commissioners.

1 Sect. 9. The said John M. Bailey, his asso-
-2 ciates and successors, shall not sell or otherwise
3 dispose of the rights and franchises herein granted
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4 to any other corporation, firm or person, but shall
5 exercise the same as a distinct and independent
6 corporation.
7 The supreme judicial court, or any justice
8 thereof, and the superior court, or any justice
9 thereof, shall have jurisdiction in equity, on peti-

10 tion of any party interested, to compel compli-
-11 ance with the provisions of this act and to prevent
12 any violation thereof.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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