
HOUSE No. 1283.

House of Representives May 11, 1897.

The committee on Printing, who were instructed to inves-
tigate the matter of the advertising of notices of hearings of
committees of the General Court and to report the result of
their investigations, respectfully submit that they have made
such examination into the subject as has been possible in the
time allowed to the committee, and find that there is a great
lack of uniformity in the charges made tor advertising
notices of committee hearings. Your committee have ascer-
tained the charges made by different newspapers for publish-
ing precisely the same notice, and find that in almost
every instance there is some variation in the price as between
different newspapers, and that in some cases the difference
is very considerable. This difference exists not only between
the charges made by Boston papers and papers in other cities
and towns, but between charges by papers in the same local-
ity, some of the Boston papers charging, in some instances,
a third more than others for inserting identically the same
notice.

£ommouu)ccilth of ittcissad) usctts.

The diversity in the charges appears to be in part due to
different methods of spacing or “displaying” the type and
in printing the notices, and in part to different systems of
charging, which have no direct relation with the amount of
space covered b}r the notice.

As to the total amount paid out for advertising notices of
hearings, your committee finds that it is very large and con-
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tinually increasing. At the session of 1895 the total sum
expended for the purpose amounted to about ten thousand
dollars, at the session of 1896 to about twelve thousand
dollars, and the charges for advertising such notices at the
present session may amount to fourteen thousand dollars.

In the face of this steadily increasing expense it seems
clear that some legislation should be enacted which will pro-
vide for more effective supervision and control of the general
subject-matter of the advertising of notices of committee
hearings in order that at least all needless expense may
be avoided and that the amount paid may be brought into
some exact proportion to the service rendered.

It is obvious that by placing the control of the whole
matter in the hands of some one official, as, for example, the
auditor, a much greater uniformity could be brought about
in the charges for advertising. This official, or such other
officer as the legislature might see fit to charge with this
duty, could require the notices to be printed in the same
type and limited to approximately the same space, and in
this way the difference in the cost of advertising in different
papers could be reduced to a minimum.

Under the rules of the House your committee have no
power to report a bill upon the order of inquiry under which
their action has been taken, and they are therefore compelled
to submit this general report embodying the few facts and sug-
gestions which it has been possible for them to bring to-
gether in the brief time allowed to them for their inquiry
into this complicated subject.

For the Committee,

JOSEPH G. BROWN.






