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Executive Department

To the Honorable the Senate and House ofR

I enclose herewith a communication received from the
chairman of the Topographical Survey Commission relative
to the present imperfect delimitation of the boundary line
between this Commonwealth and the State of Rhode Island.

It seems to me desirable that action should be taken prop-
erly and permanently to mark the boundary line, and the
statement of the chairman of the Commission would indicate
that this can be done at moderate cost if the two states
cooperate in the work.

I ask for this subject the careful consideration of your
honorable bodies.

ROGER WOLCOTT.

Commonwealth of iUassaclmsctte.
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Topographical Survey Commission, Office, Common-
wealth Building, 11 Mt. Vernon Street,

Boston, May 5, 1897

Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald, Chairman Topographical Survey Com-
mission.

Dear Sir: Following out the vote of your Board of
March 16, I have examined into the condition of the mark-
ing of the State boundary line between the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, from the “ Burnt
Swamp Corner” in Wrentham southerly to the sea, and
find the reports concerning its unsatisfactory condition to be
true.

A careful and faithful attempt has been made by local
engineers to follow the line as laid out by the decree of the
supreme court of the United States in ,1861, and as shown
on the official plans accompanying the same on tile in the
State archives. The result has been that but few points can
be identified on the ground, owing to an apparent failure to
mark and define by suitable stone monuments the points
described in the decree ; in fact there is no record that any
systematic attempt was ever made to place monuments in
position on the line as staked out by the surveyors Lincoln
and Cushing, although these gentlemen recommended that
if the line were adopted it should be properly marked by
monuments.

(fLommonrocaltt) of iflassacliiisctts

An examination of the ground, however, aided by instru-
mental surveys by the city engineers of Pawtucket and Fall
River, and by observations by employees of this office,
shows that stone monuments do exist at only thirteen salient
points, coincident with the original description, on the whole
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line, and that no less than sixteen other points, many being
of equal importance, have no stone or other marking with
which to identify the location of the point.

At other intermediate points road stones are found, some
approximately near the line, others several hundred fett
from it, hut none of these points are even mentioned in the
decree.

We have no information as to what party or parties set
these road stones.

The portion of the line from “ Burnt Swamp Corner” in
the northeast corner of Wrentham to “ Bound No. 1 ” in the
northeast corner of Pawtucket, on the easterly side of Far-
mers or Seven Mile River, is properly described in the decree,
and the positions of the monuments along the same were
determined by Mr. Van Orden in 1889, although one thiee-
town corner on the easterly side of Blackstone River is said
to be an irregularly shaped bound and leaning badly toward
the river.

From “Bound No. 1” to “Bound No. 3” the line is
defined as following the highest water mark on the east side

“ o
of Farmers or Seven Mile River, and thence following the
highest water mark on the southerly and easterly side of Ten
Mile River, said high water mark being shown on the official
plans.

Of these thirteen bounds only one bound is found in its
correct position. Two are found about 1,000 feet westerly
of their true positions, numbered 2 and 3 respectively. In-
stead of “ Bound No. 4,” two bounds are found, neither in
correct position. A bound on the Boston and Providence
Railroad exists about 400 feet southwest of the position
shown for “ Bound No. 7.” Besides these missing bounds
a reference to the original field notes has disclosed an error
in an angle of traverse between “ Bounds 3 and 4” of five
degrees. The offsets given from the traverse lines are also
at fault. Between “ Bound No. 13 ” and “ Bound A” at the
westerly side of South Watuppa Pond, the line appears to
follow old and well defined points and is approximately ail
right with few exceptions.

From “ Bound A,” following the highest water mark on
the westerly side of South Watuppa and Sawdy Ponds, to a
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point called “Bound E,” sometimes “F,” sometimes “ O,”
the bounds appear to be missing and probably never were
set, with one exception, “ Bound C,” which stands 200 feet
easterly of its true position.

A further difficulty in the reproduction of the line arises
from the fact that in most instances the last and tying dis-
tance measurement, next to the angle point, is omitted from
the original notes.

No bound exists at the three-town-corner of Little Comp-
ton, Tiverton, Westport; the other bounds on the lower part
of the line appear to be where they could be determined.

While the survey, field notes, and the plan do not appear
to be of that degree of accuracy that is required to accom-
pany the decree, as accepted, it would seem necessary that
authority should be given by the joint Legislatures of both
States to have the line properly marked, and the stones now
erroneously and irregularly set removed.

It will, however, be a difficult and expensive undertaking
to reproduce some portions of this line, owing to the facts as
above stated, and it would therefore seem advisable that some
provision should be made in the authority thus given, for
the permanent establishment of such points as appear to be
in doubt, by adopting the marking of the same as agreed
upon between the representatives of the two States, these
positions to be ratified by the succeeding Legislature.

Very respectfully submitted,

HENRY B. WOOD
Chief Engirt


