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HOUSE No. 317.

[lntroduced on leave by Mr. McManus of Boston. Liquor Law.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To establish a Board of Excise Commissioners for the City

of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor of the Commonwealth with
2 the advice and consent of the council shall appoint from
3 the two principal political parties three citizens of Boston
4 who shall have been residents therein two years imme-
-5 diately preceding the date of their appointment who
6 shall constitute a board of excise commissioners for said
7 city, and who shall be sworn before entering upon the
8 duties of their office. One member of said board shall
9 be designated by the governor as chairman, and two shall

10 constitute a quorum. Their terms of office shall be so
11 arranged and designated at the time of appointment that

House of Representatives, Jan. 27, 1898.



[Jan.2 EXCISE COMMISSIONERS.

12 the term of one member shall expire on the first Monday
13 of May in the year nineteen hundred and one, one on the
14 first Monday of May in the year nineteen hundred and
15 two, and one on the first Monday of May in the year
16 nineteen hundred and three. The full term of office,
17 after these dates, shall be five years, and all vacancies
18 occurring after the passage of this act shall be filled by
19 the governor with the advice and consent of the council.
20 The members of said board may be removed by the
21 governor with the advice and consent of the council for
22 such cause as he shall deem sufficient and shall express
23 in the order of removal. The board of excise commis-
-24 sioners shall appoint a clerk, who shall be sworn, who
25 shall keep a record of all proceedings, issue all notices
26 and attest all such papers and orders as said board shall
27 direct, whose term of office shall be five years, but who
28 may be removed by said board for such cause as it shall
29 deem sufficient and shall express in its order of removal.

1 Section 2. The annual salary of the chairman of said
2 board shall be four thousand five hundred dollars, that of
3 the other members four thousand dollars, of the clerk
4 two thousand five hundred dollars, which shall be paid
5 monthly from the treasury of the city of Boston. Said
6 officers shall not engage in any other business. The said
7 board, with the approval of the governor and council,
8 shall be provided with such rooms as shall be convenient
9 and suitable for the performance of its duties, the rent of

10 which shall be paid by the city of Boston.

1 Section 3. The board of excise commissioners shall
2 make a detailed report of its doings quarterly to the
3 mayor of said city, and annually to the governor of the
4 Commonwealth, in the month of December. The records
5 of said board shall at all times be open to the inspection
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6 of the governor of the Commonwealth, the mayor of said
7 city, or to such persons as may be designated by them.

1 Section 4. Said board of excise commissioners shall
2 hereafter have and exercise all powers now vested in the
3 board of police for said city in respect to receiving and
4 granting applications tor liquor licenses, and revoking
5 the same.

1 Section 5. The board of police of said city shall con-
-2 tinue to have and exercise all powers now vested in said
3 board in respect to the appointment and control of the
4 police of said city; and in general shall continue to have
5 and exercise the same authority as heretofore, except in
6 respect to the receiving and granting applications for
7 liquor licenses and revoking the same, and said authority
8 as to licenses shall hereafter be exclusively vested in the
9 board of excise commissioners.

1 Section 6. No licenses granted prior to the time
2 when this act takes effect shall be invalidated by the
3 passage of this act, but all records, books and papers
4 relating to liquor licenses which may be in the custody
5 of the board of police, shall be turned over to the board
6 of excise commissioners.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas
2 sage.




