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[Bill accompar mayor of Cambridge. Counties.]petition

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the Election and Powers of the County

Commissioners for the County of Middlesex.
and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and seventy-
-2 nine of chapter four hundred and seventeen of the
3 acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-4 three, as amended by section nine of chajiter
5 four hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of the
6 year eighteen hundred and ninety-six, is hereby
7 amended in the twenty-ninth line thereof by

8 striking out the words “ the city of Chelsea and”
9soas to read as follows: Section 179. The

10 city or town clerk of every city and town shall,
11 within ten days, and in the city of Boston the
12 board of election commissioners shall, within
13 fifteen days from the day of any election therein
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for representative in congress, governor, lieu-
tenant-governor, councillor, secretary, treasurer
and receiver-general, auditor, attorney-general,
clerk of courts, register of probate and insol-
vency, sheriff, district attorney, or senator, or for
electors of president and vice-president of the
United States, transmit to the secretary of the
Commonwealth copies of the records of the votes
for such officers, which copies shall be certified
by the board of aldermen or the selectmen, or by
said board of election commissioners, as the case

may be, and shall be attested and sealed by the
clerk, or by said board of election commissioners.
The city or town clerk of every city and town
shall, in like manner, within ten days after an
election therein for county treasurer or register
of deeds, transmit to the county commissioners
of the county for which such officers are to be
chosen, copies of the records of the votes for
such officers, certified, attested and sealed as

aforesaid; and shall within ten days after an elec-
tion therein for county commissioner or special
commissioners, transmit to the clerk of the courts
for the county the records of the votes for such
officers, so certified, attested and sealed; except
that the records of the votes cast in the county
of Suffolk for register of deeds shall be trans-
mitted by said board of election commissioners to
the board of aldermen of the city of Boston, and
the records of the votes cast in the towns of
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Revere and Winthrop in said county, for county
commissioner and special commissioners, shall be
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4G transmitted to the clerk of the courts for the
47 county of Middlesex.
48 The city and town clerks and said board shall
49 transmit all such copies of the records of votes in
50 envelopes, upon the outside of which they shall
51 specify the offices for which the votes were cast,
52 and, in case officers are elected for divisions of
53 the Commonwealth, the divisions in which the
54 votes are cast.

1 Section 2. Section two hundred and fifty-five
2 of chapter four hundred and seventeen of the acts
3 of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three is
4 hereby amended in the third line thereof by
5 striking out the wr ords “ and of the city of Chel-
-6 sea;” in the fifth line thereof by striking out the
7 word “city;” in the eleventh line thereof by
8 striking out the words “and of the city of Chel-
-9 sea;” and in the thirteenth line thereof by striking

10 out the word “ city,” so as to read as follows:
11 Section 255. At the annual state election in each
12 year there shall be chosen by the voters of the
13 county of Middlesex and the towns of Revere and
14 Winthrop, one county commissioner for said
15 county and towns, and by the voters of each of
16 the other counties, except the counties of Suffolk
17 and Nantucket, one county commissioner for the
18 county.

19 At the annual state election in the year eighteen
20 hundred and ninety-five, and in every third year
21 thereafter, there shall likewise be chosen by the
22 voters of the county of Middlesex and the towns
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2 5 of Revere and Winthrop, two special commis-
24 sioners for said county and towns, and by the
25 voters of each of the other counties, except the
26 counties of Suffolk and Nantucket, two special
27 commissioners for the county.
28 Not more than one of the county commissioners
29 and special commissioners shall be chosen from
30 the same city or town. If at any election two
31 persons residing within the same city or town
32 shall receive a plurality of votes, whereby other-
33 wise one would be elected a county commissioner
34 and the other a special commissioner, or both
35 would be elected to either office, the one only who
36 receives the larger number of votes shall be
37 deemed and taken to be elected; but if both shall
38 receive an equal number of votes, neither of them
39 shall be deemed and taken to be elected. If a

40 person, residing in a city or town in which a
41 county commissioner or a special commissioner
42 who is to remain in office also resides, shall receive
43 a plurality of votes, whereby he otherwise would
44 be elected, he shall not be deemed and taken to
45 be elected. If the person receiving the highest
46 number of votes for count}7 commissioner or

47 special commissioner is taken not to be elected
48 by reason of the above provisions, the person
49 receiving the next highest number of votes for the
50 office, residing in another city or town, shall be
51 taken to be elected to the office, except that in
52 case two persons residing in the same city or
53 town receive an equal number of votes for the
54 same office and are taken not to be elected, then
55 no person shall be taken to be elected to the office.
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56 There shall be three county commissioners in
57 each county except the counties of Suffolk and
58 Nantucket.

1 Section 3. Section thirty of chapter twenty-
-2 two of the Public Statutes is hereby amended by
3 adding in the second line after the word “ Boston ”

4 the words “ and the aldermen of the city of Chel-
-5 sea;” by striking out in the third line the words
6 “said city” and inserting therein the words “their
7 respective cities; ” and by striking out in the sev-
-8 enth line thereof the words “ the city of Chelsea
9 and ”soas to read as follows: Section 30. In

10 the county of Suffolk the aldermen of the city of
11 Boston and the aldermen of the city of Chelsea
12 shall, except where other provision is made, have
13 like powers and perform like duties within their
14 respective cities as are exercised and performed
15 by the county commissioners of other counties;

16 and the county commissioners for the county of
17 Middlesex shall, except where other provision is
18 made, have like powers and perform like duties
19 within the towns of Revere and Winthrop as are
20 exercised and performed by them in their own

21 county; and when performing duties which relate
22 to said places, they shall be paid therefor by said
23 places, or by either of them, in such proportions
24 as the commissioners may direct, at the rate of
25 three dollars a day and five cents a mile travel for
26 each commissioner attending in the case.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








