
HOUSE No. 391.

Bill accompanying the petition of George D. Eldredge, mayor of the
city of Chicopee. Cities.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Chicopee.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section seven of chapter two hundred" and thirty-
-2 nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-3 seven, is hereby amended by striking out therefrom
4 all provisions relating to the filling of vacancies in the
5 board of aldermen, and substituting therefor the follow-
-6 ing:
7 “If the full number of members of the board of alder
8 men has not been elected, the board of aldermen shall
9 forthwith call a meeting or meetings, as the case may be,

10 for a new election to fill any vacancy or vacancies which
11 may exist by reason of a failure to elect, and the same
12 proceedings shall be had in all respects as are provided
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13 for the annual municipal election, and shall be repeated
14 until such vacancy or vacancies are filled. If a vacancy in
15 the office of alderman shall occur, from any other cause
Ifi than a failure to elect, more than six months previous to
17 the expiration of the municipal year, the board of alder-
-18 men may forthwith elect some person or persons to fill
19 the vacancy or vacancies until the next municipal elec-

-20 tion, and at said next municipal election the further
21 vacancy, if any, shall be filled for the remainder of the
22 unexpired term, in the same manner as the member
23 whose office is vacant was elected,” so that said section
24 as amended shall read as follows : Section 7. If it shall
25 appear that there is no choice of a mayor, or if the per-
-26 son elected mayor shall refuse to accept the office or
27 shall die before qualifying, or if a vacancy in said office
28 shall occur more than three months previous to the expi-
-29 ration of the municipal year, the board of aldermen shall
30 forthwith call meetings tor a new election, and the same
31 proceedings shall be had in all respects as are herein-
-32 before provided for the election of a mayor, and shall be
33 repeated until the election of a mayor is completed. In
34 case a vacancy in the office of mayor shall occur within
35 the three months previous to the expiration of the muni-
-36 cipal year the board of aldermen may, in its discretion,
37 call meetings for the holding of a new election as afore-
-38 said to fill the vacancy. If the full number of members
39 of the board of aldermen has not been elected, the board
40 of aldermen shall forthwith call a meeting or meetings,
41 as the case may be, for a new election to fill any vacancy
42 or vacancies which may exist by reason of a failure to
43 elect, and the same proceedings shall be had in all re-
-44 spects as are provided for the annual municipal election,
45 and shall be repeated until such vacancy or vacancies are
46 filled. If a vacancy in the office of alderman shall occur,

47 from any other cause than a failure to elect, more than
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48 six months previous to the expiration of the municipal
49 year, the board of aldermen may forthwith elect some per-
-50 son or persons to fill the vacancy or vacancies until the
51 next municipal election, and at said next municipal elec-
-52 tion the further vacancy, if any, shall be filled for the
53 remainder of the unexpircd term in the same manner as
54 the member whose office is vacant was elected.
55 In case of a vacancy in the office of city clerk or city
56 treasurer, the board of aldermen shall elect a city clerk
57 or city treasurer to fill such vacancy until the next
58 municipal year; and in case of the temporary absence or
59 disability of the city clerk or of the city treasurer, the
60 board of aldermen shall elect a city clerk or city treas-
-61 urer pro tempore. In each of such cases the city clerk or
62 city treasurer shall be sworn and shall perform the duties
63 of the office to which he is elected.




