
HOUSE No. 400.

[Bill accompanying the petition of John W. Corcoran. Drainage.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight

AN ACT
To authorize the Town of Clinton to take Land outside its

Limits, and to erect and maintain a Plant for Sewage
Disposal thereon.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The town of Clinton may lay out, con-
-2 struct and maintain a system of sewage disposal for said
3 town and may connect the same with its sewer system,
4 and shall have full power to take, by purchase or other-
-5 wise, any lands, water rights, rights of way or easements
ti in the towns of Clinton and Lancaster, or either of them,
7 necessary or useful for the establishment of such system
8 of sewage disposal and its connections: provided, how-
's) ever, that any lands, water-rights, rights of way or ease-

-10 ments taken in the town of Lancaster for the purpose of

Commomumltl) of illassndjusctts.
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11 sewage disposal shall be located between the Nashua
12 river on the north, the main road from Lancaster to
13 Bolton on the west, and the northerly of the two roads
14 from Lancaster to Bolton on the south.

1 Section 2. Said town of Clinton may for the pur-
-2 poses of this act carry its sewers, drains, pipes and con-
-3 duits under and along any street, railroad or highway in
4 such manner as not to unnecessarily obstruct the same,
5 and may do any other thing proper for said purposes.

1 Section 3. Said town of Clinton when it takes any
2 lands, water-rights, rights of way, or easements, or other
3 real estate under the authority of this act, otherwise than
4 by purchase, shall within sixty days of such taking cause
5 to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the district in
6 which said town of Lancaster is situate a description of
7 the same, as certain as is required in a common convey-
-8 ance of lands, with the statement that the same are taken
9 under the authority of this act, signed by its sewerage

10 committee, and upon such recording the title to lands,
11 water-rights, rights of way, easements and other real

12 estate so described shall vest in said town of Clinton.

1 Section 4. No act shall be done under the authority
2 of the preceding sections until said system of sewerage
3 shall have been approved by the state board of health.

1 Section 5. Said town of Clinton shall pay all dam-

-2 ages sustained by any person or corporation in his or its
3 property by reason of such taking or by reason of any
4 other thing done by said town of Clinton under the
5 authority of this act; and if such person or corporation
6 and town fail to agree as to the amount of damages sus-
-7 tained, such damages shall be assessed and determined
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8 by a jury of the superior court in the manner provided
9 by law when land is taken for the laying out of highways,

10 on petition therefor by such person or corporation or the
11 town filed in the office of the clerk of said court for the
12 county of Worcester, at any time within the period of
13 two years from the taking of such land or other property.

1 Section 6. In every case of a petition for the assess-
-2 ment of damages by a jury as aforesaid, said town of
3 Clinton may offer in court a consent in writing that a
4 sum therein specified be awarded as damages to the
5 complainant, and if the complainant shall not accept the
6 sum so offered within ten days after he has received
7 notice of such offer, and shall not finally recover a
8 greater sum than the sum so offered and interest thereon
9 to the time of a verdict, said town shall bo entitled to its

10 costs from the date of the offer, and the complainant, if
11 he recovers damages, shall be allowed his costs only to
12 the date of said offer, unless he recovers a sum greater
13 than the sum so offered and interest thereon to the time
14 of a verdict.

1 Section 7. Said town of Clinton in order to carry out
2 the provisions of this act may raise and appropriate in such
3 manner as it shall determine such sum or sums of money
4 as shall be required therefor : provided the aggregate iu-
-5 debtedness thus incurred shall not exceed the sum of two
6 hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and for money bor-
-7 rowed said town may issue from time to time negotiable
8 bonds, notes or scrip payable at the expiration of periods
9 not exceeding thirty years from the date of issue, and

10 bearing such rate of interest not exceeding five per cent.
11 per annum as said town may determine. Said town may
12 sell such securities at public auction or private sale, or
13 pledge the same for not less than their par value, for
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14 money borrowed for the purposes of this act, upon such
15 terms and conditions as it may deem proper.

1 Section 8. Said town of Clinton shall apply all sums
2 of money received from the Commonwealth for damages
3 sustained under chapter four hundred and eighty-eight of
4 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five to
5 the payment of the indebtedness authorized as aforesaid.

1 Section 9. Said town of Clinton may establish an
2 annual charge for the privilege of connecting with any
3 sewer mains, pipes or conduits laid or maintained here-
-4 under, and shall apply the income derived therefrom to
5 the payment of the indebtedness authorized as aforesaid.

1 Section 10. All acts to be done by the town of
2 Clinton by virtue of this chapter, or under genei’al laws
3 for the purposes hereof, shall be done and performed in
4 the name of said town by its sewerage committee or such
5 other town officers as it may designate.

1 Section 11. Said town of Clinton is hereby author-
-2 ized to enter into a contract with the metropolitan water
3 board whereby said board shall, under such terms and
4 conditions as may be agreed upon, provide and construct
5 a plant for the disposal of the sewage of said town as a
6 substitute for the means of sewage disposal taken away
7 by the diversion of the waters of the Nashua River in
8 said town, and for that purpose said metropolitan water
9 board is authorized to exercise all the powers and au-

10 thority vested hereunder in said town of Clinton.

1 Section 12. Said town of Clinton shall save harm-
-2 less the said town of Lancaster against all damages for
3 injuries resulting from a defect or want of repair in any
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4 road, street or way caused by digging up or by con-
-5 structing, laying, maintaining or repairing any conduit,
6 pipe or other works therein; provided, however, that
7 said town of Clinton shall have due and reasonable notice
8 of the claims for such damages, and opportunity to make
9 a legal defence thereto.

1 Section 13. The provisions of chapter three hun-
-2 dred and fifty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
-3 dred and ninety-three, shall apply as far as applicable to
4 lands in the town of Lancaster held and used by the
5 town of Clinton for the purpose of sewage disposal as if
6 the same were held and used for the purpose of its water
7 supply.

1 Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage, but no expenditure shall be made or liability in-
-3 curred on the same except as heretofore authorized by
4 the town of Clinton and for preliminary surveys and
5 estimates, unless this act shall be first accepted by vote
6 of a majority of the legal voters of said town present
7 and voting thereon at a legal meeting called for that pur-
-8 pose within two years from the passage of this act.








