
HOUSE No. 418.

House of Representatives, Jan 31, 1898.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Denham of New Bedford. Election Laws.]

AN ACT
Relative to the Nomination of Representatives to the General

Court.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,

same, as follows:
1 Section 1. In representative districts in cities which
2 are entitled to elect two or more representatives in the
3 general court, the city committee of a political party, at
4 the time of determining on what day the caucuses for the
5 nomination of such representatives shall be held, may
6 also determine by a two-thirds vote of the whole mem-

-7 bership of such committee that said representatives shall
8 be nominated directly by caucuses in the several wards
9 composing the district instead of by a convention of dele-

10 gates from said wards. When said committees so deter-
-11 mines it shall give notice of said fact in the notices for
12 such caucuses, and in such case, the voters assembled in

CommcmtDcaitt) of ittassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.
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13 the caucuses held in the several wards of the district
14 shall cast their votes directly for the persons whom they
15 wish to nominate for representatives from such district.
16 Returns of the votes so cast shall be made by the secre-
-17 tary of each caucus to the city clerk. Said clerk shall
18 ascertain the candidates, equal to the number of repre-
-19 sentatives which such district is entitled to elect, who
20 have received, in the aggregate, the highest number of
21 votes in the several wards comprising such district, and
22 shall transmit the names of such candidates to the secre-
-23 tary of the Commonwealth to be placed upon the official
24 ballots.

1 Section 2. In cases where a representative district
2 entitled to elect two or more representatives is composed
3 in part of a ward or wards of a city and in part of a town
4 or towns, the nomination of candidates for representa-
-5 tives shall be made in the manner specified in the pre-
-6 ceding section : provided, the political committee of said
7 city and of the said town or towns, in joint session by a
8 two-thirds vote of their aggregate membership so deter-
-9 mine at the time of fixing the day on which the caucuses

10 for the nomination of representatives shall be held. In
11 such cases, the return of votes shall be made to the city
12 clerk, who shall transmit the names of the persons nomi-

-13 nated to the secretary of the Commonwealth.

1 Section 3. This act shall not apply to the nomina-
-2 tion of representatives, unless the political committee of
3 a party at the time of fixing the day for holding caucuses
4 for the nomination of representatives determines that
5 said nomination shall be made as above provided.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






