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so as to read as follows : — Section 8. Witnesses may be witnesses

summoned to attend and testify and to produce books and officers!""*"

papers at a hearing before a city council, or either branch boards, etc.

thereof, or before a joint or special committee of the same
or of either branch thereof, or before a board of selectmen,
a board of police commissioners, a fire commissioner or a
board of fire commissioners, a commissioner of public
safety, a school board, a licensing board or licensing au-
thorities for the granting of licenses for certain non-in-
toxicating beverages, as defined in section one of chapter
one hundred and thirty-eight, a board of registrars of

voters, the police commissioner or election commissioners
of Boston, the metropolitan district commission, or a board
of appeals designated or appointed under section thirty

of chapter forty, as to matters within their authority;
and such witnesses shall be summoned in the same manner,
be paid the same fees and be subject to the same penalties

for default, as witnesses in civil cases before the courts.

The presiding officer of such council, or of either branch
thereof, or a member of any such committee, board or
commission, or any such commissioner, may administer
oaths to witnesses who appear before such council, branch
thereof, committee, board, commission or commissioner,
respectively.

Section 4. Except in Boston, the provisions of said Application

section thirty, as appearing in section one of this act, shall
ge^^f^Q'*''*

apply in the consideration of all appeals and other matters Boston

referred to any board of zoning appeals after the effective
fr^'p^Pgertain

date of this act, and in the case of all court appeals from provisions of

decisions in zoning matters which are recorded after said
'**'*

date. All ordinances and by-laws adopted under authority
granted in whole or in part by sections twenty-five to

thirty A, inclusive, of chapter forty of the General Laws, or

corresponding provisions of earlier laws, which are in force

immediately prior to said date, shall, except in so far as

they are inconsistent with the requirements of this act,

continue in effect until changed as provided herein. Noth-
ing in this act shall prevent any existing board of zoning
appeals from continuing to act.

Approved June 16, 1933.

Chap.270An Act relative to recounts of votes cast at
elections.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter fifty-four of the General Laws is hereby amended g. l. (Xer.

by striking out section one hundred and thirty-five, as ?i35^etc
appearing in the Tercentenary Edition thereof, and in- amended."

serting in place thereof the following:— Section 135. If, Local or state-

on or before five o'clock in the afternoon on the third day
„/ votl8°h^w

following an election in a ward of a city or in a town, ten and by whom

or more voters of such ward or town, except Boston, and in
''°'^'^'^'^'^^^'
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Boston fifty or more voters of a ward, shall sign in person,

adding thereto their respective residences on the preceding
April first, and cause to be filed with the city or town clerk

a statement, bearing a certificate by the registrars of

voters of the number of names of subscribers which are

names of registered voters in such ward or town, and sworn
to by one of the subscribers, that they have reason to

believe and do believe that the records, or copies of records,

made by the election officers of certain precincts in such
ward or town, or in case of a town not voting by precincts,

by the election officers of such town, are erroneous, specify-

ing wherein they deem them to be in error and that they
believe a recount of the ballots cast in such precincts or

town will affect the election of one or more candidates
voted for at such election, specifying the candidates, or

will affect the decision of a question voted upon at such
election, specifying the question, the city or town clerk

shall forthwith transmit such statement and the envelope
containing the ballots, sealed, to the registrars of voters,

who shall, without unnecessary delay, but not before the

last hour for filing requests for recounts as aforesaid, open
the envelopes, recount the ballots and determine the

questions raised; but upon a recount of votes for town
officers in a town where the selectmen are members of the

board of registrars of voters, the recount shall be made by
the moderator, who shall have all the powers and per-

form all the duties conferred or imposed by this section

upon registrars of voters.

State-wide recounts in cases of offices to be filled or

questions to be voted upon at the state election by all

the voters of the commonwealth may be requested as

provided in the foregoing provisions of this section so far

as applicable, except that any petition therefor shall be
on a form approved and furnished by the state secretary,

shall be signed in the aggregate by at least one thousand
voters, not less than two hundred and fifty to be from each
of four different counties, and shall be submitted on or

before five o'clock in the afternoon of the tenth day follow-

ing such election to the registrars of voters of the city or

town in which the signers appear to be voters, who shall

forthwith certify thereon the number of signatures which
are names of registered voters in said city or town, and
except that such petitions for recount shall be filed with the

state secretary on or before five o'clock in the afternoon

of the fifteenth day following such election. He shall hold

such petitions for recount until after the official tabulation

of votes by the governor and council and if it then appears

that the difference in the number of votes cast for the two
leading candidates for the office, or in the number of

affirmative and negative votes on a question, for which the

recount is desired, is more than one per cent of the total

number of votes cast for such office or on such question,

the petitions for recount shall be void. If such difference
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in the votes so cast appears to be one per cent or less of the

total votes cast for such office or on such question, he shall

forthwith order the clerk of each city and town of the

commonwealth to transmit forthwith, and said clerk shall

so transmit, the envelopes containing the ballots, sealed

except in the case of those containing ballots which have
already been recounted in respect to said office or question

under authority of the preceding paragraph, to the

registrars of the city or town who shall, without unneces-

sary delay, open the envelopes, recount the ballots cast for

said office or on said question and determine the questions

raised. If a state-wide recount is petitioned for, all ballots

cast at a state election shall be held, except as otherwise

provided herein, by the city and town clerks until the

expiration of sixty days after said election.

The registrars shall, before proceeding to recount the

ballots, give not less than three days' written notice to each
of the several candidates whose names appear on the ballot

for the office in question, or to such person as shall be
designated by the petitioners for a recount of ballots cast

upon questions submitted to the voters, of the time and
place of making the recount, and each such candidate or

person representing petitioners as aforesaid shall be al-

lowed to be present and to witness such recount at any
table where a recount of the ballots affecting such candidate

is being held, either in person, accompanied with counsel if

he so desires, or by an agent appointed by him in writing.

In the case of a recount of ballots cast for offices which are

filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, such notice

may be given to the duly organized state political commit-
tees. In the case of a recount of the ballots cast upon a
question submitted to all the voters as aforesaid, one
representative from any committee organized to favor or to

oppose the question so submitted shall be permitted to be
present and witness the recount.

All recounts shall be upon the questions designated in

the statements or petitions filed, and no other count shall

be made, or allowed to be made, or other information taken,

or allowed to be taken, from the ballots on such recount,

except that in the case of a recount of the ballots cast for

an office, the votes cast for all of the candidates for such
office, including blanks cast, shall be recounted.

If all of the candidates for an office whose names are

printed on the ballot, in respect to which a petition for a
recount has been filed, request in writing, filed with the

city or town clerk, or, in a state-wide recount, with the

state secretary, that the recount be discontinued, the city

or town clerk or the state secretary, as the case may be,

shall immediately order the recount discontinued whereupon
proceedings hereunder shall terminate.

The registrars shall, when the recount is complete, en-

close all the ballots in their proper envelopes, seal each
envelope with a seal provided therefor, and certify upon
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each envelope that it has been opened and again sealed in
conformity to law; and shall likewise make and sign a
statement of their determination of the questions raised.
The envelopes, with such statement, shall be returned to
the city or town clerk, who shall alter and amend, in ac-
cordance with such determination, such records as have
been found to be erroneous; and the records so amended
shall stand as the true records of the election. Copies of
such amended records of votes cast at a state election shall

be made and transmitted as required by law in the case of

copies of original records; provided, that such copies of

amended records shall in case of a state-wide recount be
transmitted by the city or town clerk to the state secretary
within four days of the completion of such recount. If,

in case of a recount of votes for town officers, it shall appear
that a person was elected other than the person declared
to have been elected, the registrars of voters shall forthwith
make and sign a certificate of such fact, stating therein the
number of votes cast, as determined by the recount,
for each candidate for the office the election to which is

disputed, and shall file the same with the town clerk. The
town clerk shall record the certificate and shall, within
twenty-four hours after such filing, cause a copy of such
certificate, attested by him, to be delivered to or left at
the residence of the person so declared to have been elected,

and to the person who by such certificate appears to be
elected.

Registrars of voters may employ such clerical assistance

as they deem necessary to enable them to carry out the
provisions of this section. Approved June 16, 1933.

Chap.271 An Act establishing in the town of milford repre-
sentative TOWN government BY LIMITED TOWN MEET-
INGS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Upon the acceptance of this act by the

town of Milford, as hereinafter provided, the selectmen
shall forthwith divide the territory thereof into voting

precincts, each of which shall be plainly designated and
shall contain not less than four hundred registered voters.

All precincts shall contain approximately an equal number
of registered voters. The precincts shall be so established

as to consist of compact and contiguous territory, to be
bounded as far as possible, by the center line of known
streets and ways or by other well defined limits. Their
boundaries shall be reviewed, and, if need be, wholly
or partly revised by the selectmen in December, once in

five years, or in December of any year when so directed

by a vote of a representative town meeting held not later

than November twentieth of that year. The selectmen
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