
HOUSE No. 047.

[Bill accompanying the petition of F. Y. Suck. Election Laws.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To provide for the Purchase by the Commonwealth

of Certain Voting Machines.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of B ive

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. The secretary of the Coramon-
-2 wealth is hereby authorized and directed to
3 purchase from the National Voting and Counting
4 Machine Company during the year eighteen hun-
-5 dred and ninety-eight one hundred voting machines
6 manufactured by said company. Said machines
7 shall be thoroughly made, and of good and
8 suitable material, and they shall be so constructed
9 as, when operated in accordance with simple and

10 easily understood directions to be furnished by the
11 manufacturers, to secure the following results:—
12 First, secrecy in balloting; second, preventing the
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13 voter from voting for more than one candidate
14 when he is entitled to vote for only one; third,
15 counting and registering every vote as and when
16 the same is cast; fourth, permitting the voter to
17 see his vote registered; fifth, counting and
18 registering the total number of voters who have
19 voted at that election at which the machine is in
20 use; sixth, locking the machine as soon as the
21 polls are closed, so that no other votes can be
22 registered; seventh, enabling the result of the
23 election to be ascertained almost immediately
24 after the closing of the poll
25 The secretary shall order said one hundred
26 machines within thirty days after the passage of
27 this act, and they shall be delivered by the com-
28 pany as promptly as can reasonably be done after
29 receiving the order, and in season for use at the
30 state election during the current year.
31 There shall be paid from the treasury of the
32 Commonwealth for every such machine so ordered
33 and delivered, and upon the delivery thereof, the.50

34 sum of two hundred and fifty dollars when such
35 machine is adapted for use in voting for any nura-
-36 her of candidates up to fifty, and, in case the
37 secretary should order machines of larger capacity,
38 there shall be paid from the treasury of the Com-
-39 monwealth for every such larger machine so
40 ordered and delivered said sum of two hundred
41 and fifty dollars and the additional sum ot five
42 dollars for each and every space for a candidate
43 ordered by the secretary to be provided for in
41 excess of fifty.
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45 Said company shall, on the request of the scc-
-45 rotary, adjust said machines free of charge, in
46 such manner as to properly prepare them for use,
47 so far as may be required, at all national, state
48 and municipal elections which may be held at any
49 time within two years after the purchase of the
50 machines by the Commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Upon the request of the board of
2 aldermen of any city or of the selectmen of any

3 town, the secretary shall, as soon as practicable,
4 furnish to such city or town the number of said
5 machines so requested, adapted for use at the then
6 next ensuing election in such city or town:
7 provided, that the secretary shall not be required
8 to furnish in the aggregate more than one hun-
-9 dred of said machines.

1 Section 3. The board of election commission-
2 crs is hereby authorized to make such regulations
3 for the conduct of elections at which such voting
4 machines are to be used, as shall secure suhstan-
-5 tially the same safeguards and secrecy as are now
G provided by law in regard to elections.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
o passage.




