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House of Representatives, March 10, 1898.

The committee on Cities, to whom was recommitted the
bill to provide for the laying out of public parks and squares
in the city ot Newton (House, No. 791), report that the
same ought to pass in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

SAM’L COLE
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-c

AN ACT
To provide for the laying out of Public Parks and

Squares in the City of Newton.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The board of aldermen of the city
2 of Newton shall have power to take land from
3 time to time by purchase, gift, devise or otherwise
4 for public parks and squares in said city, and to
5 take and to hold in trust, or otherwise, any devise,
6 grant, gift or bequest for the purpose of laying
7 out, improving or ornamenting any parks and
8 squares in said city, and may provide by ordi-
-9 nances for the government, use, care and superin-

10 tendence of such parks and squares, cither by said
11 board of aldermen or, if said board shall so decide,
12 by such persons as may be appointed by the mayor
13 and aldermen of said city, and for breaches of
14 such ordinances may affix penalties not exceeding
15 twenty dollars for one offence: provided, however,
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16 that no land shall be so taken, or liability created,
17 or money expended therefor or upon any such
18 park or square, except by a two-thirds vote of all
19 the members of said board of aldermen taken by
20 yeas and nays.

1 Section 2. Said city shall, within sixty days
2 after the taking of any land under this act, file in
3 the registry of deeds for the southern district of
4 the county of Middlesex a description of such
5 land sufficiently accurate for identifying the same.
6 The title of lands so taken shall vest in the city
7 of Newton. In case said city and the owner of
8 any such land do not agree upon the damage of
9 such taking, such damage shall be ascertained,

10 determined and paid in the same manner as is
11 provided for the assessment and payment of dam-
-12 ages for the taking of land for highways.

1 Section 3. At any time within two years after
2 any land is taken or purchased for a park or
3 square under this act, the board of aldermen of
4 said city, if in its opinion any real estate in said
5 city receives any benefit and advantage from such
G taking or purchasing, or from the locating and
7 laying out of a park or square under this act,
8 beyond the general advantages to all real estate
9 in said city, may adjudge and determine the value

10 of such benefit and advantage to any such real
11 estate, and may assess upon the same a propor-
-12 tional share of the cost of land so purchased or
18 taken, and of the expense of laying out, grading
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14 and making such park or square; but in no case
15 shall the assessment exceed one-half of the amount
10 of such adjudged benefit and advantage.

1 Section 4. Assessments made under the pre-
-2 ceding section shall constitute a lien upon the
3 real estate so assessed, and shall be collected and
4 enforced, with the same rights to owners to sur-
-5 render their estates, and the same proceedings
G thereupon, and with the same rights of and pro-
-7 ceedings upon appeal, as are provided by chapter
8 fifty-one of the Public Statutes.

1 Section 5. The board of aldermen of said city
2 shall have authority to issue from time to time,
3 and to an amount not exceeding the amount
4 actually expended for the purchase or taking of
5 lands for said parks and squares, bonds or certifi-
G cates of debt, to be denominated on the face
7 thereof “ Public Park Loan,” and to bear interest
8 at such rates, and to be payable at such periods
9 as said board may determine. Said board shall

10 establish a sinking fund for the payment of said
11 loan, and there shall be paid into said sinking
12 fund all sums received for betterments under the
13 provisions of section three, and such further sums

14 raised by taxation from year to year as will, with
15 their accumulations, extinguish said debt at its
1G maturity.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


