
HOUSE No. 1270.

AN ACT
Relative to Conventions and Caucuses.

1 Section 1. Section seventy-five of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and seventeen of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
-3 dred and ninety-three is hereby amended by striking out
4 the whole of said section and inserting in place thereof
5 the following; “A convention of delegates, or a caucus
6 held, in accordance with the provisions of this act, may
7 for the Commonwealth, or a district, county, city, town
8 or ward, make one nomination for each office to be filled
9 at an election therein, and shall be entitled to have the

10 names of its candidates placed upon the official ballot
11 upon filing a certificate of nomination. It shall be the
12 duty of the secretary of the convention or caucus, as the
13 case may be, to file such certificate of nominations in the
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14 office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, or in the
15 office of the city or town clerk, or, in the city of Boston,
16 in the office of the board of election commissioners, as
17 provided by law.”

1 Section 2. Paragraph two of section twenty of chap-
-2 ter five hundred and seven of the acts of the year eighteen
3 hundred and ninety-five is hereby amended by adding at
4 the end of said paragraph the following words, “provided,
5 that the polls shall not be closed until every voter waiting
6 in line at the hour fixed for closing the polls has had an
7 opportunity to vote,” so as to read as follows:
8 Thereafter balloting shall be allowed to proceed un-

-9 interruptedly until half-past eight o’clock in the even-
10 ing, when the polls shall be closed unless the caucus
11 shall vote to keep them open until a later hour : provided,
12 that the polls shall not be closed until every voter wait-
-13 ing in line at the hour fixed for closing the polls has had
14 an opportunity to vote.

1 Section 3. Section eight of chapter four hundred
2 and eighty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-five is hereby amended by striking out the
4 whole of said section, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following;
6 Section 8. All caucuses of political parties (except
7 for special elections) for choice of delegates to political
8 conventions which nominate candidates to be voted for
9 at the annual state election, and for the nomination of

10 candidates to be voted for at such election, shall be held
11 throughout the Commonwealth on one of two consecutive
12 days, designated by the state committee of the political
13 party for which said caucuses are held; and all of said
14 delegates shall be elected and all of said candidates shall
15 be nominated at one caucus, except that caucuses held
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16 for choice of delegates to a representative district con-
-17 vention, or for nomination of candidates for the general
18 court, may be called and held as hereinafter provided.
19 Such caucuses shall be held at the call of the state com-
-20 mittee of the political party whose caucuses are to be
21 held, and the chairman and secretary of the state com-
-22 mittee of each political party shall at least twenty-one
23 days before the date on which the caucuses are to be held
24 forward a copy ot the call, with designations of dates to
25 the chairman and secretary of each city and town com-
-26 mittee of their party, and they shall at the same time
27 designate two other consecutive days, which shall be at
28 least seven days later than the designation above-pro-
-29 vided, as dates on which caucuses may be held for choice
30 of delegates to a representative district convention, or
31 for nomination of candidates for the general court.
32 Each city or town committee shall determine on which
33 one of said two dates such representative caucuses shall
34 be held in their city or town. No representative con-
-35 ventions shall be held at a date earlier than fifteen days
36 after the latest date designated by the state committee
37 for holding caucuses for the choice of delegates to the
38 state convention.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.
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