
Commonujcaltl) of iilassadjusctts.

No. 1279.HOUSE

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To authorize the Cities of Boston and Cambridge to

construct and maintain a Bridge over Charles
River.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The cities of Boston and Cam-
-2 bridge, by a commission as hereinafter specified,
3 shall forthwith construct as a highway, a new
4 bridge across Charles river, to be known as Cam-
-5 bridge bridge, at, upon, or near the present site of
6 the so-called West Boston bridge, from Cambridge
7 street in Boston to Main street in Cambridge;
8 shall construct approaches to said bridge on each
9 end thereof; may construct a temporary highway
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10 bridge to be used by teams and pedestrians
11 during such construction; shall cause shoals to be
12 dredged or otherwise removed so as to afford
13 vessels passing to or through the draw of said
11 bridge a depth of water equal at least to that now-
-15 afforded to vessels passing to or through the draw
16 of the present bridge; shall take such lands east
17 of the westerly line of the easterly abutment of
18 said bridge, and west of the easterly line of the
19 westerly abutment of said bridge as they shall
20 deem necessary for carrying out the provisions ot
21 this act, and shall cause all lands so taken to be
22 filled.

1 Section 2. The board of harbor and land
2 commissioners shall authorize such occupations
3 of lands or flats outside of the harbor lines, at
4 and near each end of said bridge, as they deem
5 necessary for the proper construction of said
6 bridge and for avoiding angles that will tend to
7 cause collections of floating matter, and in grant-
-8 ing licenses for the dredging of flats in said
9 river, shall endeavor to ensure the removal of

10 the shoals aforesaid by the licensees prior to the
11 necessity for such removal as required in the pre-
-12 ceding section.

1 Section 3. Said commission shall be styled
2 the Cambridge bridge commission shall con-
-3 sist of the mayor for the time being of the city
4 of Boston, and the mayor for the time being of the
5 city of Cambridge, who shall serve without com-
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6 pensation, and a third person to be appointed in
7 writing, and certified to the city clerk of each city
8 by said mayors, within thirty days after the pas-
-9 sage of this act; and if said third commissioner

10 is not so appointed and certified, the governor
11 may appoint some disinterested person as such
12 third commissioner, and any vacancy occurring
13 by reason of death, resignation, inability to serve,
14 or otherwise, on the part of said third commis-
-15 sioner, shall be filh d by appointment in the
16 manner hereinbefore provided for his original
17 appointment. Said third commissioner shall re-
-18 ceive such compensation for his services as said
19 mayors may agree upon, or, in case of their failure
20 to agree, then such compensation as the governor
21 may determine.

1 Section 4. Said bridge shall be suitable for
2 all the purposes of ordinary travel between said
3 cities, and for the use of the elevated and surface
4 cars of the Boston Elevated Railway Company;
5 shall be built not less than one hundred and five
6 feet in width, and with masonry piers and abut-
-7 ments, and a superstructure of iron or steel or
8 both, and with a draw substantially equidistant
9 from the easterly and westerly end abutments of

10 said bridge with a clear opening not less than
11 forty feet in width, according to plans to be
12 determined by said commission; shall be con-
-13 structed and maintained subject to the provisions
14 of chapter nineteen of the Public Statutes, and all
15 other general laws which now are or hereafter
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1(5 may bo in force relating to bridges over tide
17 water, and the draws therein; except that no
18 compensation for displacement of tide water, or
19 for occupying any land or flats of the Common-
-20 wealth, shall be required from said cities or either
21 of them.

1 Section 5. Said approach to said bridge on
2 the Boston side shall be laid out bv said commis-*j

3 sion as a highway not less than one hundred feet
4 in width in all its extent from the westerly line of
5 Charles street, extending westerly to the easterly
(5 line of the easterly abutment of said bridge, and
7 the city engineer of said city of Boston, acting
8 for said city, shall construct said approach at or

9 before the completion of said new bridge.

1 Section 6. Said approach to said bridge on
2 the Cambridge side shall be laid out by said com-
3 mission as a highway not less than one hundred
4 feet in width in all its extent from the junction of
5 Broadway with Main street in Kendall square,
6 so called, extending easterly to the westerly line
7 of the westerly abutment of said bridge, and the
8 city engineer of said city of Cambridge, acting for
9 said city, shall construct said approach at or

10 before the completion of said new bridge.

1 Section 7. Said commission shall, in laying
2 out said approaches, proceed under the same
3 general laws, so far as applicable, as govern the
4 laying out of highways in said cities respectively,
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5 under the provisions of law authorizing the as-
-6 sessment of betterments, with like remedies to all
7 parties interested.

1 Section 8. The cost of the laying out and
2 construction of said approach in the city of
3 Boston, and of all other work on the Boston end
4 of said bridge, not including any part of the con-
-5 struetion of the abutments or other parts of said
6 bridge, shall be paid by the city of Boston, and
7 the cost of the laying out and construction of said
8 approach in the city of Cambridge, and of all
9 other work on the Cambridge end of said bridge,

10 not including any part of the construction of the
11 abutments or other parts of said bridge, shall be
12 paid by the city of Cambridge, and the cost of
13 construction of the abutments and other parts of
14 said bridge, including the cost of the temporary
15 highway bridge, the removal of shoals, and the
1G salaries of the commissioners and of all employees
17 of said commission and including all other ex-
-18 penses incurred in carrying out the provisions of
19 this act not hereinbefore required to be paid by
20 said cities severally, shall be deemed the cost of
21 construction of said bridge, and shall be paid as
22 provided in section fifteen of chapter five hundred
23 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
24 ninety-seven.

1 Section 9. Said commission, from time to
2 time while said bridge is in process of construc-
-3 tion, shall certify to the treasurer of the city of
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5 the amount to be paid by each city respectively
(5 for work done and materials furnished under this
7 act, and the persons to whom the amounts are to
8 be paid; the amounts so certified shall on demand
9 therefor by the person entitled thereto be paid

10 forthwith.

2 any justice thereof, sitting in equity for either of
3 the counties of Middlesex or Suffolk, upon the
4 written application of said commission, and after

6 disinterested persons not residents of the county
7 of Middlesex, who shall have the power to compel
8 the attendance of witnesses, and who shall, after
9 the construction of said bridge and avenues, and

10 after notice to and hearing of the parties inter-
-11 ested, determine what amount shall be paid by
12 the Boston Elevated Railway Company as its
13 proportion of the cost of the construction of said
14 bridge under the provisions of section fifteen
15 of chapter five hundred of the acts of the
16 year eighteen hundred and ninety-seven. Said
17 commissioners shall return their determination
18 into said court, and the decree of the court
19 confirming such determination shall be final and
20 binding, and said elevated railway company shall
21 pay to the city of Boston one-half of the amount

22 determined for it by said commissioners, and shall
23 pay the other half to the city of Cambridge.

4 Boston and the treasurer of the city of Cambridge

1 Section 10. The supreme judicial court, or

5 notice to all parties interested, may appoint three
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1 Section 11. The treasurer of the city of Bos-
2 ton, on the request of the mayor thereof, and the
3 treasurer of the city of Cambridge, on the re-
-4 quest of the mayor thereof, shall, from time to
5 time, issue notes, bonds or scrip of their respec-
G tive cities as either may require, in excess of the
7 debt limit prescribed by law, each bond to bo
8 designated on the face thereof “ Cambridge
9 Bridge Loan,” and use the proceeds to meet the

10 cost, to be paid by them respectively under this
11 act. Such notes, bonds or scrip shall bear interest,
12 payable semi-annually, not exceeding four per cent.
13 per annum, and be payable at such time, not less
14 than ten nor more than forty years from their re-
-15 spective dates, as shall be determined respec-
1G tively by the treasurer and mayor of the city of
17 Boston and by vote of the city council of the city
18 of Cambridge and expressed upon the face of the
19 bonds. The provisions of sections ten and eleven
20 of chapter twenty-nine of the Public Statutes
21 shall so far as applicable apply to this act.

1 Section 12. Any person entitled by law to
2 any damages for the taking of, or injury to, his
3 property under authority of this act, may have
4 such damages determined by a jury in the supe-
-5 rior court for the county of Suffolk or Middlesex
6 on petition therefor, under the same rules of law
7 so far as applicable as damages are determined
8 for the taking of lands for highways in said cities
9 of Boston and Cambridge respectively, under the
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10 provisions of law authorizing the assessment of
11 betterments.

1 Section 13. Betterments may be assessed for
2 the laying out and construction of said avenue in
3 said cities of Boston and Cambridge, respectively,
4 under the general laws authorizing the assess-
-5 rncnt of betterments, with like remedies to all
G parties interested.

1 Section 14. Said bridge and draw, and all
2 other bridges and draws between said two cities,
3 shall be policed and maintained by the cities of
4 Boston and Cambridge, and a board of two com-
o missioners, one appointed by the mayor of the
G city of Boston and one by the mayor of the city
7 of Cambridge, without any confirmation thereof
8 being required, shall support, manage and keep
9 in repair said bridges, and exclusively authorize

10 poles, wires and other structures to be placed on
11 any or all of the same in such places as said
12 board may deem proper, and each city shall
13 appropriate one-half the amount required for such
14 maintenance, policing, support, management and
15 repairs as determined by said board and the
1G mayors of said cities, and all damages recovered
17 in any action at law by reason of any defect or
18 want of repair in any such bridge or draw shall
19 be paid by said cities equally.

1 Section 15. The supreme judicial court, or
2 any justice thereof, sitting in equity for either
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8 the counties of Middlesex or Suffolk, shall in
4 term time or vacation, on the petition of any
5 city, corporation, person or persons interested, or
0 of the attorney of any such petitioner, have juris-
-7 diction in equity to enforce and to prevent any
8 violation of the provisions of this act.

1 Section 16. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.

House of Eepeesentatives, April 28, 1898.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.








