
HOUSE No. 1322.

House of Representatives May 10, 1898.

The committee on Military Affairs, who were instructed
to make an investigation into the armament of the artillery
of the militia of this Commonwealth, and to report as soon
as possible to the General Court whether any action by the
Legislature is necessary in order to secure the effectiveness
of the militia if called into action, and who were authorized
to sit during the sessions of the General Court and to send for
persons and papers, report that they have carefully investi-
gated the armament of the light artillery service of the Com-
monwealth and find that the present equipment, with the
exception of the harnesses, is obsolete and unserviceable.

After hearing expert testimony in regard to the best guns
with which to equip the militia, and having made a journey
to Bridgeport and Washington for the purposes of informa-
tion, the committee recommend that the Commonwealth
purchase a complete new equipment for the three light
batteries of the militia.

The committee find that the present 3.2 inch B. L. rifle
is not entirely satisfactory to the war department, and in
about six months the ordnance department will adopt a
modern, high-powered 3-inch B. L. rifle with a new type
field carriage and adapted to use smokeless powder with a
modified Fletcher breech mechanism. These new guns will
fulfil the highest requirements that have been developed by
the military nations of the world.
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9. INVESTIGATION MILITIA. [May, ’9B.

The committee have received assurances from the ord-
nance department at Washington that if the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts will at once make an appropriation and
will authorize the purchase, the government will include in
the contracts that it is about to make twelve guns for this
Commonwealth.

If this is done, the guns and carriages will be manufact-
ured, inspected and tested under the rules and regulations
of the ordnance department; and, upon coming up to the
requirements, sale would then be made to this Common-
wealth by the government.

The committee recommend that such action be taken, and
have prepared a bill in accordance with such recommenda-
tions, which will be introduced on leave under the provisions
of the 12th joint rule.

For the Committee,

WILLIAM H. HARDEN.






