
HOUSE No. 1380.

House of Representatives, June 7, 1898.

The committee on Military Affairs and the joint committee
on Ways and Means, sitting jointly, to whom was referred
the petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 1336) of
W. H. I. Hayes for legislation to provide for the relief of
families of persons serving in the present war with Spain;
the petition of the mayor of the city ot Somerville for
legislation to authorize towns and cities to extend aid to
persons who serve in the present war with Spain, and
to their dependent relatives, and to make valid payments of
money already made for that purpose, and to provide for
reimbursement from the Commonwealth ; and the petition
of the mayor of the city of Cambridge (with accompanying
bill, House, No. 1288) for legislation to authorize cities
and towns to render aid to the families of soldiers and sailors
called into the military service in the war between the United
States and the Kingdom of Spain, report the accompanying
bill.

For the Committee,

ALBERT CLARKE.

(Eommomucaltl) of iltassacljusctte.
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In the Year One Thousand Right Hundred and Ninety-eight

AN ACT
To provide for State Pay for Soldiers and Sailors in

the Volunteer Service of the United States and
for Rendering Aid to their Families.

tnd House of Representatives
2nd by the authority of the

Be it enacted by th
in General Court assembled
same, as follows :

1 Section" 1. There shall be allowed and paid
2 out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, to each
3 non-commissioned officer, soldier, sailor or marine
4 who has been or shall hereafter be mustered into
5 the military or naval service of the United States
6 during the present war to the credit of this Com-
-7 monwealth, the sum of seven dollars per month
8 so long as he shall remain an enlisted man in said
9 service. Said monthly compensation shall be pay-

-10 able at the office of the treasurer and receiver-
-11 general of the Commonwealth, and shall date
12 from the muster-in to the United States service
13 of said non-commissioned officer, soldier, sailor

tonmomocoltl) of ittaastidjusctts
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11 or marine; provided, that said monthly compen-
-15 sation shall not be continued to any enlisted man
1G in the regular service of the United States after
17 the termination of the war.

1 Section 2. Any such enlisted man may allot
2 all or any part of his said pay to the treasurer of
3 this Commonwealth for the use of such person as

4 he shall designate, and the said treasurer shall
5 monthly certify to the auditor of accounts the
6 name and residence of the person to whom such
7 amount is allotted and the amount of such allot-
-8 ment, and the same shall be allowed in the same
9 manner as other claims against the Common-

-10 wealth; and amounts that are not so allotted
11 shall remain in the treasury of the Commonwealth
12 subject to the order of the soldier, sailor or raa-
-13 rine to whom the said sum is due.

1 Section 3. Any city or town may raise money
2 by taxation or otherwise, and, if necessary, expend
3 the same, by its authorized officials, for the aid
4 of the wife, widow, children under sixteen years
5 of age, parents, brothers and sisters actually de-
G pendent upon any inhabitant of such city or town
7 who has enlisted, or hereafter shall, during the
8 present war prior to the declaration of peace, be
9 duly enlisted and mustered as a non-commissioned

10 officer, soldier, sailor or marine, into the military
11 or naval service of the United States as a part of
12 the quota of or to the credit of tills Common-
-13 wealth, in the same manner and under the same
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14 limitations as state aid was paid to dependent
15 relatives of soldiers, sailors and marines during
16 the civil war, provided

, however, that no person
17 while receiving state aid under chapter three hun-
-18 dred and one of the acts of the year eighteen
19 hundred and ninety-four shall receive aid under
20 this act.

1 Section 4. Persons incurring disabilities in
2 such service and having been honorably dis-
-3 charged therefrom, shall be entitled to receive
4 military and state aid under the same rules, con-

-5 ditions and limitations as to amounts as are now
6 applied to applicants for aid under chapters two
7 hundred and seventy-nine and three hundred and
8 one of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-
-9 four, and as if such persons had served to the

10 credit of this Commonwealth in the army or navy
11 of the United States in the civil war.

1 Section 5. Applicants for such aid shall, as
2 a basis for the first payment thereof, state in writ-
-3 ing, under oath, the name, age and residence of
4 the person for whom such aid is sought, the rela-
-5 tion of the applicant to the soldier and sailor, the
6 company and regiment, or vessel, if any, in which
7 such soldier or sailor enlisted and in which he last
8 served; the date and place of such enlistment,
9 when known; the duration of such service, and

10 the reason for the application, and furnish such
11 official certificates or record, evidence of cnlist-

-12 ment, service and discharge as may be required.
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1 Section G. The commissioners of state aid
2 shall furnish from time to time, to each city and
3 town, a sufficient number of blank forms for the
4 use of applicants; shall constitute a board of
5 appeal to decide upon all disputed questions be-
G tween applicants and the municipal authorities;
7 shall investigate all payments of such aid; shall
8 have power to determine all incidental questions
9 arising in connection therewith; and shall have

10 the custody of the original papers relating to
11 each application.

1 Section 7. Municipal officers making pay-
-2 ments under this act shall make return of the
3 same to the commissioners of state aid on blank
4 forms furnished by them, and the amounts ap-
-5 proved by said commissioners shall lie reimbursed
G to cities and towns from the treasury of the Com-
-7 monwealth at the time and in the manner pre-
-8 scribed by chapters two hundred and seventy-nine
9 and three hundred and one of the acts of the year

10 eighteen hundred and ninety-four.

1 Section 8. For the purpose of meeting any
2 expenses incurred, and that may be hereafter in-
-3 curred, under the provisions of chapter three hun-
-4 dred and forty-seven of the acts of the year
5 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, entitled “ An
G act making an appropriation to defray certain
7 mHilary and naval expenses,” and to meet the ex-
-8 penses of state pay for soldiers and sailors as pro-
-9 vided for in section one of this act, the treasurer
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10 and receiver-general is hereby authorized, from
11 time to time, with the approval of the governor
12 and council, to issue scrip or certificates of in-
-13 debtedness to an amount not exceeding in the
14 aggregate one million five hundred thousand
15 dollars, for a term not exceeding thirty years.
16 Said scrip or certificates of indebtedness shall be
17 issued as registered bonds or with interest
18 coupons attached, and shall bear interest not ex-

-19 ceeding four per cent, per annum, payable semi-
20 annually on the first days of April and October
21 in each year. Such scrip or certificates of in
22 debtedness shall be designated on the face thereof
23 “ Massachusetts War Loan ”

; shall be conn
24 tersigned by the governor, and shall be deemed
25 a pledge of the faith and credit of the Common-
26 wealth, and the principal and interest shall be
27 paid at the times specified therein, in gold coin
28 of the United States or its equivalent; and said
29 scrip or certificates of indebtedness shall be sold
30 or disposed of at public auction or in such other
31 mode and at such times and prices and in such
32 amounts and at such rates of interest, not exceed-
33 ing the rate above specified, as shall be deemed
34 best. The treasurer and receiver-general shall,
35 on issuing any of said scrip or certificates of in-
36 debtedness, establish a sinking fund, into which
37 shall be paid any premiums received on the sale
38 of said bonds, and he shall apportion thereto from
39 year to year, in addition, amounts sufficient with
40 the accumulations to extinguish at maturity the
41 debt incurred by the issue of said bonds. The
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42 amount necessary to meet the annual sinking
43 fund requirements and to pay the interest on said
44 bonds shall be raised by taxation from year to
45 year.

1 Section 9. From the proceeds of the sale of
2 the bonds referred to in section eight of this act
3 there shall be paid into the treasury of the Cora-
-4 monwealth such amounts as may have been
5 already expended under authority of chapter
6 three hundred and forty-seven of the acts of
7 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight.

1 Section 10. Chapter three hundred and forty-
-2 seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-eight is hereby repealed.

1 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.




