
HOUSE No. 331.

House of Representatives, Jan. 23, 1899.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Whipple of Brockton. Mercantile Affairs.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to Charges and Service of Companies en-

gaged in Telegraph Business in this Common-
wealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follou

1 Section 1. All matters relating to the rates
2 and service of companies engaged in the tele-
-3 graph business shall be under the supervision
4 and control of the Board of Gas and Electric
5 Light Commissioners. And said board shall have
6 full power to recommend such change in the tele-
-7 graph rates and service as the public interest may
8 require, and to inspect and examine the books,
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9 records and accounts of said companies, and to
10 summon witnesses and send for persons and
11 papers at such hearings as may be had before
12 them. And said board shall have the same rights
IB and powers in the premises as it now possesses in
14 reference to similar complaints brought before it
15 regarding gas and electric light companies except
16 as otherwise provided in this act. And no in-
-17 crease in the rates of said companies shall be
18 made without previous approval from said board.

1 Section 2. Upon the complaint in writing to
2 said board, by the mayor of any city or the select-
-3 men of any town in which a telegraph company is
4 located or doing business, within the limits of the
5 Commonwealth, or by twenty customers of any
6 telegraph company, in respect of the prices
7 charged by said company for the use of tele-
-8 graph instruments or for messages sent by tele-
-9 graph, or of the quality of the service rendered

10 by such company, the said board shall notify the
11 company of such complaint by leaving a copy
12 thereof at the office of the company, and shall
13 thereupon, after such notice as the board may
14 deem proper, give a public hearing or hearings to
15 such petitioner or petitioners, and after said hear-
-16 ing or hearings may make such recommendation
17 as the board deems just and proper, concerning
18 any reduction in the charges made by said com-

-19 pany for the use of telegraph instruments or for
20 messages sent by telegraph, or relating to any
21 improvement that the board deems justand proper
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22 in the service rendered by said company, and said
28 board shall recommend such further action in the
2d premises as may seem just and proper to said
25 board. The jurisdiction of said board hereby
26 given shall extend to and embrace the prices
27 charged by one telegraph company to another
28 telegraph company as well as prices charged by
29 any telegraph company to any city, town or pri-
-30 vate customer.

1 Section 3. Every telegraph corporation shall,
2 at all times, on request, furnish to said board any
3 information required by it concerning the condi-
d tion, management and operation of its business,
5 and particularly copies of all leases, contracts and
6 agreements with subscribers or other telegraph
7 corporations, or otherwise to which it is a party,
8 and also with rates, charges and other facilities
9 afforded to the public.

1 Section d. The said board shall, in its annual
2 report to the legislature, include reference to all
3 proceedings that have taken place, under the pro-
d visions of this act, during the period covered by
5 its said report, together with such suggestions as
6 to the condition of affairs or the prices charged
7 by telegraph companies or the service rendered
8 by such company as said board may deem apprc
9 priate.




