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HOUSE No. 612.

[Bill accompanying the petition of E. Morgan and others. Roads and

in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
To establish a Free Bridge across the Connecticut

River between Springfield and West Springfield.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The county commissioners of

2 Hampden county are authorized to lay out and
3 construct a highway and bridge with suitable
4 approaches thereto across the Connecticut river at

5 or near the westerly end of Worthington street in

6 Springfield between the city of Springfield and a

7 point in the town of West Springfield near the
8 westerly end of the old toll bridge, so-called.
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1 Section 2. The said commissioners shall esti-
-2 mate and award damages occasioned by the laying
3 out ofsaid highway and the location of said bridge,
4 in the same manner as is now provided by law in
5 the case of laying out highways; and any persons
6 aggrieved by such award shall have a like remedy,
7 by application for a jury, as in the case of laying
8 out highways under the provisions of the Public
9 Statutes.

1 Section 3. All expenses incurred under this
2 act, including all expenses of maintaining and
3 keeping said bridge in repair, shall be paid by
4 such parties and in such proportions as shall be
5 determined under the following provisions:

1 Section 4. When such bridge and highway
2 is completed, and the full cost thereof ascertained,
3 including therein all land damages awarded or
4 assessed, said county commissioners shall file a
5 report of the fact, together with the amount of
6 such cost, in the office of the clerk of the superior
7 judicial court of the county of Hampden, where-
-8 upon, and upon the application of the county
9 commissioners, or of any party interested, and

10 after such notice as said court may order, said
11 court or a justice thereof in any county shall ap-
-12 point a board of commissioners, consisting of
13 three disinterested and suitable persons, not resi-
-14 dents of the county of Hampden; and said com-
-15 missioners, having been duly sworn to the faithful
16 and impartial discharge of their duties, shall after
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17 due notice to all the parties interested, and a hear-
-18 ing, determine and decree what cities and towns
19 in the county of Hampden are or will be specifi-
-20 cally benefited by the laying out and construction
21 of said bridge and highway, and shall also deter-
-22 mine and decree what proportions of the cost and
28 expenses aforesaid shall be paid by said cities and
24 towns respectively. Said commissioners shall
25 also determine in what proportions and manner

26 the said cities and towns benefited as aforesaid,
27 shall defray the expenses of maintaining and re-
-28 pairing said bridge and its appurtenances, not
29 including any portion of the highway which lies
30 easterly of the abutment of the bridge in Spring-
-31 field or westerly of its abutment in West Spring-
-32 field, and also all other expenses properly incurred
33 under the provisions of this act, including their
34 own fees; and their determination and decree, or

35 that of the major part of them, shall be made in
36 writing and reported to the supreme judicial court
37 for the county of Hampden; and when the same
38 is accepted and judgment entered thereon by the
39 court, it shall be binding upon all parties inter-
-40 ested therein.

1 Section 5. Liability for defects in the bridge
2 and its abutments shall exist on the part of the

3 city of Springfield and the town of West Spring-
-4 field in such proportions as by the award of said

5 commissioners they severally pay toward the cost

6 of keeping the same in repair. Such portions of

7 the highway laid out and constructed under this
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8 act as lie easterly of the abutment of the bridge
9 in Springfield, and westerly of its abutment in

10 West Springfield, shall be maintained and kept in
11 repair by the city or town in which they are, and
12 said city or town shall be liable for defects in the
13 same manner as upon other highways within their
14 limits.

1 Section 6. The county commissioners of said
2 county may borrow on the credit of said county a
3 sum not exceeding dollars for the purpose
4 of carrying into effect the provisions of this act.
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