
HOUSE . . No. 655.

House of Representatives, Feb. 2, 1899. 
[Introduced on leave by Mr, J. J. Toomey of Boston. Election

Laws.]

(Hommonrocaltl) of ittassacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to Caucuses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent
atives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eighty-one of said chapter five hun-
2 dred and forty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
3 dred and ninety-eight is hereby amended by striking out in
4 the seventh line thereof the word “ convention and insert-
5 ing in place thereof the word “ caucuses,” so as to read as
6 follows : —
7 Section 81. Each political party shall annually elect a
8 state committee, the members of which shall hold office for
9 one year from the first day of January next following their 

10 election and until their successors shall have organized.
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11 Said committee shall consist of at least one member
12 from each senatorial district, who shall be elected
13 at the caucuses held for the nomination of a candidate for
14 senator to be voted for in said district at the annual state
15 election.
16 The members of the state committee shall, in the month
17 of January, meet and organize by the choice of a chairman,
18 a secretary and a treasurer, and such other officers as they
19 may decide to elect.
20 The secretary of the state committee shall, within ten days
21 of such organization, file with the secretary of the Common-
22 wealth, and send to each city and town committee, a list of
23 the members of the committee and of its officers.
24 A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or treasurer
25 of the committee or in the membership thereof shall be filled
26 by the committee, and a statement of any such change shall
27 be filed as in the case of the officers first chosen.

1 Section 2. Section eighty-two of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by inserting in the second line thereof, after the
3 word “ annually,” the words “ on the third Wednesday in
4 May also by striking out in the fourth and fifth lines
5 thereof the words “ first day of January,” and inserting in
6 place thereof the words “ first day of June and by strik-
7 ingout all of said section after the word “ organized,” in
8 the sixth line, so as to read as follows : —
9 Section 82. Each political party shall, in every ward and

10 town, annually on the third Wednesday in May, elect a
11 committee to be called a ward or a town committee, to con-
12 sist of not less than three persons, who shall hold office for
13 one year from the first day in June next following their
14 election and until their successors shall have organized.

1 Section 3. Section eighty-six of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end thereof the following : “ Ex-
3 cept in the case of special elections, caucuses shall be held
4 in the city of Boston by the two leading political parties on
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5 three days only in any year. The caucuses of the two lead-
6 ing political parties shall be held jointly, and a caucus shall
7 be held in each precinct, and the polls shall be kept open
8 from half-past eleven ante meridian to half-past seven post
9 meridian.

10 “ On the third Wednesday in May the two leading politi-
11 cal parties shall caucus for the choice of respective ward
12 committees, said ward committees to serve for one year
13 from the first of June.
14 “ On the first Wednesday in October the two leading
15 political parties shall hold caucuses to nominate candidates
16 for representative and for senator, directly by the people,
17 and also to choose delegations to the state, congressional
18 and county conventions.
19 “ On the third Wednesday in November the two leading
20 political parties shall hold caucuses jointly to nominate carw-
21 didates for the common council and also delegations to the
22 aldermanic and municipal conventions,” so as to read as
23 follows-: —
24 Section 86. Except as provided in this act no caucus or
25 meeting shall be entitled to nominate a candidate for public
26 office whose name shall be placed on the official ballot, or
27 to elect delegates to a political convention for the nomina-
28 tion of such candidate or to choose a political committee.
29 Except nominations for the office of representative in the
30 general court, no nomination of a candidate to be voted for
31 in an electoral district or division containing more than one
32 town or more than one ward of a city shall be made by a
33 caucus. Except in the case of special elections, caucuses
34 shall be held in the city of Boston by the two leading politi-
35 cal parties on three days only in any year. The caucuses
36 of the two leading political parties shall be held jointly, and
37 a caucus shall be held in each precinct, and the polls shall
38 be kept open from half-past eleven ante meridian to half-
39 past seven post meridian.
40 On the third Wednesday in May the two leading political
41 parties shall caucus for the choice of respective ward com-
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42 mittees and caucus officers, said ward committees and caucus
43 officers to serve for one year from the first of June.
44 On the first Wednesday in October the two leading politi-
45 cal parties shall hold caucuses to nominate candidates for
46 representative and for senator, directly by the people, and
47 also to choose delegations to the state, congressional and
48 county conventions.
49 On the third Wednesday in November the two leading
50 political parties shall hold caucuses jointly to nominate can-
51 didates for the common council and also delegations to the
52 aldermanic and municipal conventions.

1 Section 4. Sections eighty-seven and eighty-eight of
2 said chapter are hereby repealed.

. 1 Section 5. Section ninety-one of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by striking out in the second line thereof the word
3 “ party,” and inserting in place thereof the word “ parties ; ”
4 also by striking out all after the word “ only,” in the third
5 line thereof, to and including the words “ other voter,” in
6 the sixteenth line of said section ; also by striking out in
7 the nineteenth line thereof, after the word “ the,” the word
8 “ foregoing,” and inserting in place thereof the word
9 “ following;” also by inserting in the nineteenth line

10 thereof, after the word “ oath,” the following: “ You do
11 solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a registered voter
12 in this precinct (or town) and have the legal right to vote in
13 this caucus; that you are a member of the political party
14 that you declare yourself to be, and that you intend to vote
15 for its candidates at the polls at the election next ensuing,
16 and that you have not voted for a candidate of any other
17 political party during the twelve months last past,” so as to
18 read as follows : —
19 Section 91. Notices for caucuses shall apply to all mem-
20 bers of the political parties calling them and to them only.
21 Any person whose right to vote is challenged for any cause
22 recognized by law shall not be permitted to vote until he has
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23 taken the following oath : You do solemnly swear (or affirm)
24 that you are a registered voter in this precinct (or town) and
25 have the legal right to vote in this caucus ; that you are a
26 member of the political party that you declare yourself to
27 be, and that you intend to vote for its candidates at the polls
28 at the election next ensuing, and that you have not voted
29 for a candidate of any other political party during the
30 twelve months last past. And the clerk or secretary of the
31 caucus shall make a record of the administration of said
32 oath to every person who takes the same, which record shall
33 state whether or not said person voted. Said record shall
34 be returned with the proceedings of said caucus and shall be
35 prima facie evidence in any court that such person took said
36 oath and voted in said caucus.

1 Section 6. Section ninety-three of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by inserting in the second line thereof, after the
3 word “ votes,” the words “ of the ballots of their respective
4 party ” : —
5 Section 93. The persons receiving the highest number of
6 votes in a caucus shall be declared elected or nominated.
7 If there is a tie vote for delegates to a convention, or a
8 place unfilled in a delegation, or a vacancy occasioned by
9 inability or neglect of a delegate elected to attend a con-

10 vention, such vacancies shall be filled only by vote of the
11 remaining members of the delegation at a meeting called for
12 the purpose. Such meeting shall choose a chairman and
13 secretary, and the secretary shall notify the secretary of the
14 convention of the action taken relative to such vacancy.
15 If there is a tie vote for members of a town or ward com-
16 mittee, or for caucus officers, the members or caucus officers
17 elected shall fill the vacancy.
18 If a majority of a delegation, of a ward or town com-
19 mittee, or of caucus officers, is not elected, or there is a tie
20 vote for candidates for an elective office, the caucus shall at
21 once proceed to another ballot, unless some one present
22 entitled to vote objects ; in which case the caucus shall
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23 adjourn to any subsequent day. The hour and place shall,
24 if practicable, be the same as that named in the call.

1 Section 7. Section ninety-nine of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by striking out in the first line thereof, after the
3 word “ caucuses,” the words “ a political party,” and in-
4 serting in place thereof the words “ political parties ; ” also
0 by striking out in the second line thereof, after the word
6 “ choice,” the words “ of caucus officers ; ” also by striking
7 out in the fifth line thereof, after the word “ by,” the words
8 “ a political party,” and inserting in place thereof the words
9 “ political parties;” also by striking out in the sixth line

10 thereof, after the word “ which,” the word “ has,” and in-
11 serting in place thereof the word “ have,” so as to read as
12 follows : —
13 Section 99. All caucuses of political parties in the city
14 of Boston for the choice of delegates to any political conven-
15 tion, or of a political committee, or of candidates for any
16 state or city election, and all such caucusses in any city or
17 town held by political parties which have therein adopted
18 this and the following thirty-two sections, or the corre-
19 sponding provisions of earlier laws, shall be called and held
20 as hereinafter provided.

1 Section 8. Section one hundred of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by inserting in the first line thereof, after
3 the word “ committee,” the words “ excepting the city
4 committees of Boston ; ” also by striking out in the fifth
5 and sixth lines thereof the words “ and certain cities and
6 towns;” and in the fifth line thereof inserting after the
7 word “ Boston,” the words “ or any amendments thereof,”
8 so as to read as follows : —
9 Section 100. Any city or town committee, excepting the

10 city committees of Boston, shall, at the written request of
11 fifty voters, members of its party, call caucuses of said
12 party to determine by ballot whether the special provisions
13 of this act applying to caucuses of political parties in Bos-
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14 ton or any amendments thereof shall be adopted by said
15 political party in the city or town. The notice of said cau-
16 cus shall state the purpose for which it is called, the place,
17 the day and the hour, not earlier than six o’clock and not
18 later than half-past seven o’clock in the evening, of holding
19 said caucus. It shall be issued at least seven days prior to
20 the day named therefor, and shall be published at least twice
21 in one or more local newspapers, if there are any, and shall
22 be posted in at least five public places in each ward or
23 town. The polls shall be kept open at least one hour. If
24 said caucuses shall vote to adopt said provisions, all cau-
25 cuses of said political party in said city or town shall there-
26 after be called and conducted accordingly.

1 Section 9. Section one hundred and one of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by striking out in the first line thereof
3 the words “ A political party,” and inserting in place thereof
4 the words “ The political parties,” so as to read as fol-
5 lows : —
6 Section 101. The political parties in a city or town which
7 has accepted said special provisions may, not less than one
8 year after the date of the caucus wherein such provisions
9 were adopted, revoke such action at a caucus called and

10 held in the manner provided in the preceding section. Upon
11 the adoption of said provisions or upon the revocation of
12 such adoption, the secretary of the city or town committee
13 of such political party shall, within ten days thereafter, file
14 with the secretary of the Commonwealth and with the clerk
15 of the city or town and the secretary of the state committee
16 of the political party so voting, a notice thereof.

1 Section 10. Section one hundred and two of said chap-
2 ter is hereby amended by striking out in the first line thereof
3 the words “ a political party,” and inserting in place thereof
4 the words “ the two leading political parties; ” also by
5 striking out all after the word “ town,” in the sixth line
6 thereof, so as to read as follows : —
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7 Section 102. All such caucuses of the two leading polit-
8 ical parties for the choice of candidates for a city or town
9 election, and for the choice of delegates to a convention to

10 nominate candidates for such election, except caucuses
11 relating to a special election, shall be held on the same day
12 in each city and town.

1 Section 11. Section one hundred and three of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the first line
3 thereof, after the word “ Boston,” the word “ no,” and in-
4 serting in place thereof the word “ th e ;” also by striking
5 out in the third and fourth lines thereof the words “ except
6 caucuses relating to special elections also by striking out
7 all of said section after the word “ for,” in the fourth line
8 thereof, and inserting in place thereof the words “ the third
9 Wednesday in November,” so as to read as follows : —

10 Section 103. In Boston the caucus for the choice of can-
11 didates or of delegates to a convention to nominate candi-
12 dates for a city election, shall be called for the third
13 Wednesday in November.

1 Section 12. Section one hundred and five of said chap-
2 ter is hereby amended by striking out in the second line
3 thereof, after the word “ secretary,” the words “ of the
4 c i t y a l s o  by striking out in the sixth line thereof, after
5 the word “ notify,” the word V the,” and inserting in place
6 thereof the word “ each;” also in the ninth line thereof,
7 after the word “ each,” by striking out the word “ ward,”
8 and inserting in place thereof the word “ precinct;” also by
9 striking out all of said section after the word “ elections,”

10 in the eleventh line thereof, so as to read as follows : —
11 Section 105. A t least two weeks prior to the day named
12 for a caucus the chairman or secretary or town committee
13 shall give notice of such date to the aldermen or to the
14 selectmen, or in Boston to the election, commissioners, who
15 shall, at least ten days prior to such date, notify each city
16 or town committee of the places selected for holding the
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17 caucuses, and shall, at the expense of the city or town, pro-
18 vide polling places, in a city not less than one for each
19 precinct, and furnish them with registering ballot boxes,
20 guard rails and the like, as they are arranged for state
21 elections.

1 Section 13. Section one hundred and six of said chap-
2 ter is hereby amended by striking out in the second line
3 thereof, after the word “ caucus,” the word “ the,” and in-
4 serting in place thereof the word “ each also by striking
5 out in the fifth line thereof, after the word “ than,” the
6 words “ two o’clock in the afternoon,” and inserting in
7 place thereof the words “ half-past eleven ante meridian;”
8 and also by striking out line six, so as to read as follows : —
9 Section 106. At least seven days prior to the day named

10 for a caucus, each city or town committee shall issue a notice
11 that such caucus will be held, stating the place, the day and
12 the hour of holding the same. The hour shall not be earlier
13 than half-past eleven ante meridian.
14 Notices relative to the filing of nomination papers or for
15 caucuses shall be published at least twice in one or more
16 local newspapers if there are any.

1 Section 14. Section one hundred and seventeen of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by inserting in the fourth line
3 thereof, after the word “ act,” the words: “ the ballots of
4 the two political parties being distinguished by respective
5 red and white material;” also by striking out in the four-
6 teenth line thereof, after the word “ of,” the word “ the,”
7 and inserting in place thereof the word “ each ;” also by in-
8 serting in the same line, after the word “ on,” the words
9 “ a distinctive,” so as to read as follows : —

10 Section 117. The city or town shall provide and the city
11 or town clerk, or in Boston the election commissioners,
12 shall prepare ballots to be used in caucuses, in accordance
13 with the provisions of this act, the ballots of the two politi-
14 cal parties being distinguished by respective red and white
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15 material; and no other ballots shall be received or counted.
16 No ballots as herein provided shall be printed in any print-
17 ing establishment owned or managed by the city of Boston.
18 The chairman and secretary of the city or town committee
19 may determine the number of ballots to be provided for
20 each ward or town, not exceeding one for each registered
21 voter therein. If they fail so to do, the city or town clerk,
22 or in Boston the election commissioners, shall determine the
23 number. At least six facsimile copies of each ballot, printed
24 on colored paper, shall be provided for each polling place
25 as specimen ballots.

1 Section 15. Section one hundred and eighteen of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the sixth line
3 thereof, after the word “ the,” the word “ ward,” and in-
4 serting in place thereof the word “ precinct; ” also by strik-
5 ing out in the twelfth line thereof, after the word “ candi-
6 dates,” the words “ for caucus officers;” also by striking
7 out in the twentieth line thereof, after the word “ candidate,”
8 the words “ for a caucus office,” so as to read as follows : —
9 Section 118. At the top of each ballot shall be printed

10 the words “ the official ballot of (here shall follow the party
11 name).” On the back and outside of each ballot when
12 folded shall be printed the words “ official ballot of the
13 (here shall be inserted the party name),” followed by the
14 number of the precinct or the name of the town for which
15 the ballot is prepared, the date of the caucus and a facsimile
16 of the signature of the secretary of the political committee.
17 Names of candidates for each elective office shall be arranged
18 alphabetically according to their surnames.
19 Names of candidates for ward or town committees, and
20 for delegates to conventions may be arranged in groups in
21 the order in which they are filed, but shall be arranged
22 alphabetically according to their surnames whenever written
23 request therefor is made to the secretary of the city or town
24 committee by any ward or town committee, or whenever the
25 city or town committee so votes.
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26 Against the name of a candidate for an elective office, or
27 for a ward or town committee, shall be printed the street
28 and number, if any, of his residence.
29 Against the name of a candidate for an elective office or
30 for a political convention shall be printed the statement
31 contained in the nomination paper placing him in nomination.
32 No names shall be printed on a ballot other than those
33 presented on nomination papers. Immediately following
34 the names of candidates, blank spaces equal to the number
35 of persons to be chosen shall be provided for the insertion
36 of other names.
37 The number of persons to be voted for for the different
38 offices shall be stated on the ballot.
39 A star (*) against a name shall indicate that a person is
40 a candidate for re-election. The form of ballots and the
41 arrangement of printed matter thereon shall be in general
42 the same as that of the official state ballots, except as herein
43 otherwise provided.

1 Section 16. Section one hundred and twenty of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by inserting in the thirteenth 
■3 line thereof, after the word “ ballots,” the words “ of each 
4 political party participating in the caucus,” so as to read as 
•5 follows : —
6 Section 120. The city or town clerk, or in Boston the
7 election commissioners, before the opening of the polls on
8 the day of the caucus, shall, at the expense of the city or
9 town, prepare and deliver at the polling place to the warden

10 or, if he is not present, to the clerk, or, if both are absent,
11 then to any inspector, ballot boxes, the ballots, specimen
12 ballots, voting lists, suitable blank forms, and apparatus for
13 canvassing and counting the ballots and making the returns,
14 a seal of suitable device, and a record book for each polling
15 place. The presiding officer at each polling place shall,
16 before the opening of the caucus, conspicuously post in such
17 polling place at least six specimen ballots of each political
18 party participating in the caucus, to be kept so posted until
19 the polls are closed.
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1 Section 17. Section one hundred and twenty-four of
2 said chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the
3 twenty-second line thereof, after the word “ what,” the
4 word “ ward,” and inserting in place thereof the word
5 “ p r e c i nc t a l s o  by striking out in the thirty-second line
6 thereof the word “ caucus,” and inserting in place thereof
7 the word “ ward,” so as to read as follows : —
8 Section 124. Immediately after the polls are declared
9 closed, but not before, the ballots shall be counted in full

10 view of the voters and within three feet of the rail. When
11 they have been counted and the result has been ascertained,
12 the presiding officer shall make public announcement thereof
13 in open meeting, and the clerk shall, in open meeting, enter
14 in words at length in the record book the total number of
15 names checked on the voting list, the total number of bal-
16 lots cast, the names of all persons voted for, the number of
17 votes for each person, and the title of the delegation or
18 office for which he was a candidate. The clerk shall forth-
19 with make a copy of said record, certify and seal the same,
20 and transmit it to the city or town clerk, or in Boston to the
21 election commissioners. He shall then, before the adjourn-
22 ment of the caucus, and in the presence of those who
23 counted the same, seal up all ballots cast, with the voting
24 lists used, and a statement of any challenge which may
25 have been made.
26 The warden and clerk shall endorse upon such package
27 the name of the political party holding the caucus, its date,
28 its purpose, and, if in a city, for what precinct the ballots
29 were cast. The warden shall forthwith transmit, by the
30 officer detailed to attend the caucus, to the city or town clerk,
31 or in Boston to the election commissioners, the ballots cast,
32 the voting lists, the ballot boxes, the ballot box seals, the
33 counting apparatus, the copy of the records, and the record
34 book.
35 The city or town clerk or election commissioners shall
36 safely keep such sealed packages for ten days. If within
37 said time ten voters entitled to vote in said ward file
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38 with them a written request so to do, they shall preserve
39 said ballots and voting lists for three months and shall pro-
40 duce them if required by any court or convention having
41 jurisdiction or authority over the same.

1 Section 18. Section one hundred and twenty-six of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the eighth line
3 thereof, after the word “ or,” the word “ ward ; ” and insert-
4 ing in place thereof the words “ precinct or precincts,” so
5 as to read as follows : —
6 Section 126. If before five o’clock in the afternoon of
7 the second day next succeeding the day of any caucus ten
8 or more qualified voters of any town or ward shall sign,
9 adding thereto their respective residences on the first day of

10 May of that year, and file with the city or town clerk, or in
11 Boston with the election commissioners, a statement under
12 oath that the records and returns made by the caucus officers
13 of such town or precinct or precincts are erroneous, specify-
14 ing the error, or that challenged votes were cast by persons
15 not entitled to vote therein, said city or town clerk shall
16 forthwith transmit such statement to the registrars of
17 voters with the sealed packages containing the ballots
18 and voting lists, and said registrars or election com-
19 missioners shall give notice in writing to the person
20 affected, fixing a place and time, as early as may be, at
21 which said ballots will be recounted and at such place and
22 time shall open the packages containing the ballots and vot-
23 iDg lists and recount said ballots and determine the questions
24 raised, and shall reject any challenged vote cast by a
25 person found not to have been entitled to vote; and such
26 recount shall stand as the true result of the vote cast in
27 such caucus. Each candidate affected may be present dur-
28 ing such recount, or may be represented by an agent ap-
29 pointed by him in writing.

1 Section 19. Section one hundred and twenty-seven of
2 said chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the
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3 second line thereof the words “ delegates to the state
4 convention,” and inserting in place thereof the words
5 “ ward or town committee in each precinct;” also by
6 striking out in the third line thereof, after the word
7 “ least,” the word “ five,” and inserting in place thereof
8 the word “ two,” and by inserting after the word “ in-
9 spectors,” in the third line, the words “ each party to be

10 equally represented; ” also by striking out the fourth,
11 fifth and sixth lines thereof ; also by striking out in the
12 seventh line thereof, after the word “  the,” the word
13 “ ward,” and inserting in place thereof the word “ pre-
14 cinct,” so as to read as follows: —
15 Section 127. At the caucus held for the choice of ward
16 or town committee in each precinct, there shall be chosen
17 annually a warden, a clerk, and at least two inspectors,
18 each party to be equally represented. They shall be voters
19 of the precinct or town in which they are elected and mem-
20 bers of the political party whose caucus is to be held. No
21 person shall be eligible to the position of warden or clerk
22 or inspector who is a state, county or city employee, or who
23 is a member of a ward or town committee, and no person
24 shall serve as a caucus officer at any caucus wherein he is a
25 candidate for an elective office or for a nomination to an
26 elective office, or candidate for ward or town committee.
27 Every caucus officer shall hold office for one year, beginning
28 with the first day of October succeeding his election, and
29 until his successor is elected. He shall, before entering
30 upon the performance of his duties, be sworn to the faithful
31 performance thereof by the warden, clerk, or a justice of
32 the peace, and a record of such oath shall be made upon the
33 record book of such caucus.
34 The respective duties of caucus officers shall be in general
35 the same as are required of election officers at elections.

1 Section 20. Section one hundred and twenty-eight of
2 said chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the second
3 line thereof, after the word “ Boston,” the word “ fifty,”
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4 and inserting in place thereof the word “ ten also by in-
5 serting in the third line thereof, after the word “ voters,”
6 the words “ of the precinct;” also by striking out in the
7 ninth line thereof, after the word “ exceeding,” the word
8 “ four,” and inserting in place thereof the word “ two;”
9 also by striking out in the eleventh line thereof, after the

10 word “ of,” the word “ five,” and inserting in place thereof
11 the word “ three ;” also by adding at the end of said section
12 the words: “ These additional officers shall serve without
13 pay,” so as to read as follows : —
14 Section 128. If prior to the third day preceding a caucus
15 of a political party in the city of Boston, ten voters of the
16 precinct entitled to participate therein petition the board of
17 election commissioners of Boston for additional caucus offi-
18 cers, said board shall provide additional officers for said
19 caucus in the following manner : Every elective candidate
20 and every person filing a nomination paper for a delegation
21 may present to said board the names of not exceeding two
22 persons. From these names said board shall, in the pres-
23 ence of those presenting said names, draw the names of
24 three persons who shall be admitted behind the guard rail
25 during the caucus, shall be authorized to supervise the
26 checking of names and the conduct of the caucus in general,.
27 and may witness the count at the close of the caucus. These
28 additional officers shall serve without pay.

1 Section 21. Section one hundred and twenty-nine of
2 said chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the first
3 and second lines thereof the words “ a majority of the
4 caucus officers present,” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words “ a member or the members of the ward or town
6 committee present at the caucus ; ” also by inserting in the
7 third line thereof, after the word “ officers,” the words “ of
8 their respective political party; ” also by striking out in the
9 fifth and sixth lines thereof the words “ caucus officers,”

10 and inserting in place thereof the words “ ward committee,”
11 so as to read as follows : —
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12 Section 129. At a caucus a member or the members of
13 the ward or town committee present at the caucus may fill
14 temporary vacancies and elect additional officers of their
15 respective political party to serve in that caucus only. Such
16 temporary officers shall be duly sworn. Permanent vacancies
17 shall be filled by a majority vote of all the ward committee.

1 Section 22. Section one hundred and thirty of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by striking out the whole of said
3 section, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 130. The city or town committee of the political
5 parties in Boston, and the cities and towns adopting the
6 special provisions of this act, shall, at least ten days before
7 the first caucus of the year, appoint officers for each pre-
8 cinct in a ward or in a town to serve at all the caucuses of
9 that year. These same officers shall serve in like capacities

10 in the respective precincts on each election day. Each
11 warden, clerk and caucus officer, excepting the additional
12 officers chosen according to section one hundred and twenty-
13 eight, shall be paid for each caucus and each election wherein
14 they serve the same as has always been heretofore paid
15 election officers.
16 These chosen officers for each caucus and each election
17 shall be as follows: one warden, one deputy warden, one
18 clerk, one deputy clerk, four inspectors and four deputy in-
19 spectors, who shall be qualified voters in the ward of which
20 such precinct forms a part.
21 Each of the two leading political parties participating in
22 the caucus or election shall have an equal number of the
23 officers serving therein.

1 Section 23. Sections one hundred and thirty-one and
2 one hundred and sixty-eight of said chapter are hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section 24. Section one hundred and seventy of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by striking out in the first line
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3 thereof the word “ such;” also by striking out in the
4 eleventh and twelfth lines thereof the words “ first day of
5 November succeeding his appointment,” and inserting in
6 place thereof the words “ day of his appointment,” so as to
7 read as follows : —
8 Section 170. Election officers shall be so appointed as
9 equally to represent the two leading political parties, except

10 that, without disturbing the equal representation of such
11 parties, not more than two of such election officers not repre-
12 senting either of them may be appointed. The warden shall
13 be of a different political party from the clerk, and not more
14 than one-half of the inspectors shall be of the same political
15 party. In each case the principal officer and his deputy shall
16 be of the same political party. Every election officer shall
17 hold office for the term of one year, beginning with the day
18 of his appointment, and until his successor is appointed and
19 qualified, or until his removal. An election officer may be
20 removed by the mayor with the approval of the aldermen,
21 or by the selectmen after a hearing, upon written charges of
22 incompetence or official misconduct, preferred by the city or
23 town clerk or by not less than six qualified voters of the
24 ward, or, in a town, of the voting precinct in which the
25 officer is appointed to act.

1 Section 25. Section one hundred and seventy-two of
2 said chapter is hereby amended by striking out the whole of
3 said section, and inserting in place thereof the following : —
4 Section 172. If a vacancy in the number of election
5 officers occurs not later than ten days before any caucus or
6 election, or if an election officer declines his appointment
7 and gives notice thereof to the chairman of the ward com-
8 mittee, or if at a special election or caucus an office of an
9 election or caucus officer is vacant, the ward or town com-

10 mittee shall fill the vacancy and the appointment shall be
11 so made as to preserve the equal representation of the two
12 leading political parties. If a vacancy occurs within ten
13 days of any election or caucus, said vacancy shall be filled
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14 by the remaining officers of the political party in which said
15 vacancy occurs.

1 Section 26. Section one hundred and seventy-three of
2 said chapter is hereby amended by inserting in the second
3 line thereof, after the word “ election,” the words “ or cau-
4 cus ; ” also by inserting in the fourth line thereof, after the
5 word “ election,” the words “ or caucus,” so as to read as
6 follows : —
7 Section 173. No person shall at a state, city or town
8 election be eligible or act as an election or caucus officer in
9 a voting precinct in which he is a candidate for election, 

10 and if a person appointed an election or caucus officer be
l l  comes such a candidate, and does not forthwith resign his
12 office, the mayor or selectmen shall, if he is a candidate at a
13 state election, remove him from office before the first day of
14 November, or, if he is a candidate at a city election, the
15 mayor shall so remove him at least eight days before the
16 day of the election, or, if he is a candidate at a town elec-
17 tion, the selectmen shall remove him before the election.

1 Section 27. Section one hundred and seventy-four of
2 said chapter is hereby amended by inserting in the eleventh
3 line thereof, after the word “ election,” the words “ or
4 caucus,” so as to read as follows : —
5 Section 174. If a warden, clerk or inspector is absent at
6 the opening of the polls or subsequently on the day of elec-
7 tion, or if the office is vacant, the deputy of such officer
8 shall act for that election in his place. If the warden and
9 deputy warden, clerk and deputy clerk, or an inspector and

10 his deputy, shall be absent, the voters of the precinct on
11 nomination and by hand vote shall fill the vacancy, and the
12 officer so elected shall act during the remainder of the elec-
13 tion ; but otherwise no deputy officer shall act in an official
14 capacity or be admitted to the space reserved for election or
15 caucus officers while the polls are open or during the count-
16 ing of the votes.
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1 Section 28. This act shall apply to the city of Boston;
2 and towns and cities, other than the city of Boston, may
3 accept the provisions of this act by vote at a state election,
4 or at a special election, duly held for that purpose, of a
5 majority of the voters voting upon the question of such
6 acceptance.

1 Section 29. This act shall take effect on the first day of
2 July, in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine.
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