
HOUSE No, 876.

House of Representatives, Feb. 28, 1899.

The committee on Water Supply, to whom was referred
the bill (introduced on leave) to authorize the town of
Leominster to supply the inhabitants of the town of Lunen-
burg with water (House, No. 242) report that the same
ought to pass, in a new draft, herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

JOHN T. LANGFORD.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine

AN ACT
To authorize the Town of Leominster to supply the
Inhabitants of the Town of Lunenburg with Water.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The town of Leominster may
2 supply the inhabitants of the town of Lunenburg
3 with water for the extinguishment of fires and
4 for domestic and other purposes, and may con-
-5 struct and lay down conduits, pipes and other
6 works, under or over any lands, water courses,
7 railroads or public or private ways, and along any
8 such ways within the town of Lunenburg in such
9 manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the same;

10 and for the purpose of constructing, maintaining
11 and repairing such conduits, pipes and other
12 works, and for all proper purposes of this act,
13 said town of Leominster may enter upon, dig up,
14 raise and embank any such lands and ways:
15 provided, however, that said town of Leominster
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16 shall not enter upon and dig up, raise and embank
17 any public ways except upon approval of the
18 board of selectmen of the town of Lunenburg in
19 which such ways are situated, and the said town
20 of Leominster shall maintain and keep in repair
21 to the satisfaction of the selectmen of the town
22 of Lunenburg the public ways dug up or other-
-23 wise disturbed in said town, and shall pay all
24 damages sustained by any person in consequence
25 of any act or neglect upon the part of said town
26 of Leominster, its agents or employees in digging
27 up or otherwise disturbing any lands or the pub-
-28 lie or private ways within said town.

1 Section 2. Said town of Leominster may dis-
-2 tribute water through said town of Lunenburg or

3 any part thereof, may regulate the use of said
4 water and fix and collect water rates to be paid
5 for the use of the same; and said town or any fire
6 district established or that may hereafter be estab-
-7 lisbed therein, or any individual or corporation,
8 may make such contract with said water company
9 for the extinguishment of fires and for other pur-

-10 poses as may be agreed upon by said town, fire
11 district, individual or corporation, and said town
12 of Leominster, and may establish and maintain
13 fountains and hydrants and relocate or discontinue
14 the same.

1 Section 3. Said town of Lunenburg shall
2 have the right at any time to take, by purchase,
3 or otherwise, the franchise, corporate property
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4 and all the rights and privileges of said town of
5 Leominster within said town of Lunenburg on
6 payment to said town of the actual cost of its
7 franchise, works and property of all kinds held
8 under the provisions of this act, including in such
9 cost interest on each expenditure from its date to

10 the date of the purchase or taking, as herein pro-
-11 vided, at the rate of four per centum per annum.
12 If the cost of maintaining and operating the
13 works of said corporation shall exceed in any year
14 the income derived from said works by said cor-
-15 poration for that year, then such excess shall be
16 added to the total cost; and if the income de-
-17 rived from said works by said corporation exceeds
18 in any year the cost of maintaining and operating
19 said works for that year, then such excess shall
20 be deducted from the total cost, and said town of
21 Leominster shall keep a separate account of the
22 cost and operating expenses of its plant within
23 the town of Lunenburg, which account shall be
24 open to the selectmen or other committee ap-
-25 pointed by the town of Lunenburg when it shall
26 have voted to purchase the franchise, works and
27 property of the town of Leominster within the
28 limits of the town of Lunenburg. In case said
29 town shall have voted to purchase said franchise,
30 corporate property, rights and privileges, and
31 cannot agree with said town of Leominster upon
32 the amount of the total actual cost thereof, then
33 upon a suit in equity by either of said towns the
34 supreme judicial court shall ascertain arid fix such
35 total actual cost upon the foregoing provisions of
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36 this act, and shall enforce the right ot said town
37 to take possession of said franchise, corporate
38 property, rights and privileges, upon the payment
39 of such cost to said town of Leominster.
40 This authority to take said franchi.-e and
41 property is granted on condition that the same is
42 assented to by said town of Lunenburg by a two-
-43 thirds vote of the voters present and voting
44 thereon at a meeting called for that purpose:
45 provided, that no more than three such meetings
46 shall be held in any one year.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage, but shall become void unless said town
3 of Leominster shall have commenced to distribute
4 water through its pipes to consumers in said town
5 of Lunenburg within three years from the date
6 of its passage.








