
HOUSE No, 896.

House oe Representatives, March 6, 1899.

The committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti-
tion'(with accompanying bill, House, No. 523) of George
H. Carter and others for a revision of the charter of the city
of Chelsea, report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

WALLACE SPOONER.

Commomucaitl) of iltassadjusctts.

Mr. Donovan of Taunton, of the House, dissents.



[Mar.2 CITY OF CHELSEA CHARTER.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Chelsea.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

Commora»mltl) of illassadmsctte.

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter three hundred and
2 twenty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-four, is hereby amended by inserting in the seventh
4 line thereof, after the word “ committee,” the words:
5 “the executive department shall not exercise any legis-
-6 lative power, and the legislative department shall not
7 exercise any executive power,” so as to read as follows :

8 Section 2. The government of the city and the gen
9 eral management and control of all the fiscal, prudential

10 and municipal affairs thereof shall be vested in a single
11 officer, to be called the mayor, and in a single body, to
12 be called the board of aldermen, except however that the
13 general management and control of the public schools of
14 the city shall be vested in a school committee. The
15 executive department shall not exercise any legislative
16 power, and the legislative department shall not exercise
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17 any executive power. The board ot aldermen and school
18 committee shall serve without compensation.

3 inserting in place thereof the following :

4 Section 10. The board of aldermen shall consist of
5 fifteen members. At the first annual municipal election
6 held under this act, four aldermen at large shall be elected
7 for the term of one year, and three aldermen at large
8 shall be elected for the term of two years beginning with
9 the first Monday in January then next ensuing. At the

10 annual municipal election each year thereafter there shall
11 be elected five aldermen at large for the term of two
12 years. The aldermen at large shall be elected by and
13 from the qualified voters in the entire city. At the
14 second annual municipal election held under this act
15 there shall also be elected from each ward one alderman
16 for the term of one year beginning with the first Monday
17 in January then next ensuing. At each annual municipal
18 election thereafter one alderman shall be elected from
19 each ward for the term of one year. The aldermen from
20 wards shall be elected by and from the qualified voters
21 of their respective wards.

1 Section 3. Section thirteenof said chapter is hereby
2 amended by striking out in the fifth line thereof the
3 words ‘ r city engineer,” so as to read as follows :

4 Section 13. The board of aldermen shall elect by
5 ballot, on or before the first Monday in February of the
6 municipal year, a city treasurer, who shall be collector of
7 taxes, a city auditor, city solicitor, city messenger, and
8 clerk of committees, whose term of office shall begin on
9 the first Monday in March and shall continue for one

1 Section 2. Section ten of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by striking out the whole of said section and
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10 year or until their successors are duly elected and quali-
-11 tied. In case of a vacancy in any of the above offices the
12 board of aldermen shall fill the same by election by
13 ballot. Any officer mentioned in this section may be
14 removed from office for cause, after due hearing, by the
15 affirmative votes of two-thirds of all the members of the
16 board of aldermen.

1 Section 4. Section fourteen of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in the third and fourth lines
3 thereof, the words “ one water commissioner for three
4 years, two trustees of the Fitz public library for three
5 years,” so as to read as follows :

6 Section 14. The board of aldermen shall elect by
7 ballot, on or before the first Monday in February of the
8 municipal year, one sinking fund commissioner for three
9 years, and one member of the board of assessors for

10 three years. In case of a vacancy in any of the above
11 offices the board of aldermen shall fill the same by elec-
-12 tion by ballot.

1 Section 5. Section sixteen of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end of said section the words
3 “ and at such special meeting no business shall be trans-
-4 acted except such as is mentioned in said notice, save by
5 the unanimous consent of all the members present,” so as
6 to read as follows :

7 Section 16. The mayor may at any time call a special
8 meeting of the board of aldermen by causing a written
9 notice of such meeting to be left at the usual place of

10 residence of each member; and at such special meeting
11 no business shall be transacted except such as is men-
-12 tioned in said notice, save by the unanimous consent of
13 all the members present.
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1 Section 6. Section twenty-one of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out in the eleventh line of
3 said section after the word “consideration” the words
4 “two-thirds of the members,” and inserting in place
5 thereof the words * ‘ ten or more members ;

” also by
6 striking out in the twelfth line of said section the words
7 “ present and voting,” so as to read as follows
8 Section 21. After the passage of any ordinance,
9 order, resolution or vote of the board of aldermen in-

10 volving the expenditure of money or affecting the public
11 interests it shall be presented to the mayor. If he
12 approve thereof he shall signify his approval by signing
13 the same, but if he does not approve thereof he shall re-
-14 turn the same with his objections in writing. The board
15 of aldermen shall cause the objections of the mayor to
16 be entered at length upon its records, and shall proceed
17 to reconsider said ordinance, order, resolution or vote,
18 and if, after such reconsideration, ten or more members
19 of said board shall vote to pass the same, notwithstand-
-20 ing such objections, it shall be in force, but in all cases
21 the vote thereon shall be taken by yeas and nays. If any
22 such ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall not be re-
-23 turned by the mayor to the board of aldermen within ten
24 days after it shall have been presented to him, the same
25 shall be in force : provided, however, that if any such
26 ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall have been
27 passed by the board of aldermen within five days next
28 preceding the expiration of the municipal year, and shall
29 not have been approved by the mayor, the same shall
30 be void. The mayor may except from his approval of
31 any ordinance, order, resolution or vote of which he has
32 the power of veto, any portion involving a distinct item
33 of expenditure. In such case instead of returning the
34 original be shall transmit a copy of such portion not
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35 approved, which portion shall be reconsidered in the
36 manner and with the effect herein provided 'for.

1 Section 7. Section twenty-three of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by inserting in the third line thereof,
3 after the word “ position,” the words “ the creation of
4 or election to -which is by the board of aldermen ;

” also
5 by adding at the end of said section, the words “ No
6 member of the board of aldermen shall, during the term
7 for which he is elected, be eligible for appointment to
8 any office by the mayor, nor shall he hold any appointive
9 office while a member of said board. Nothing in this

10 section shall be construed to affect the standing of any
11 member of the present board of aldermen during his
12 present term of office,” so as to read as follows :

13 Section 23. No member of the board of aldermen
14 shall, during the term for which he is elected, hold any
15 office or position, the creation of, or election to which, is
16 by the board of aldermen, the salary or compensation
17 for which is payable from the city treasury, nor shall he
18 act as counsel or attorney before the board of aldermen
19 or before any committee thereof.
20 No member of the board of aldermen shall, during the
21 term for which he was elected, be eligible for appoint-
-22 ment to any office by the mayor, nor shall any member
23 of the city government during the term for which he was
24 elected hold any appointive office. Nothing in this sec-
-25 tion shall be construed to affect the standing of any mem-
-26 ber of the present board of aldermen during his present
27 terra of office.

1 Section 8. Section seven of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by striking out all after the word “ completed,”
3 in the tenth line, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
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5 If the full number of members of the board of alder-
-6 men then required to be chosen shall not be elected at
7 the annual election, or if a vacancy in the office of an
8 alderman-at-large shall occur in the first six months of
9 the first year of the term for which said alderman was

10 elected, it shall be filled by an election by the qualified
11 voters of the city at large, voting in their respective
12 wards, for the balance of the whole term. But if such
13 vacancy occurs in the last six months of the first year of
14 the term for which said alderman was elected, it shall be
15 filled for the balance of the municipal year by the board
16 of aldermen by a majority vote of all its members.
17 If a vacancy in the office of an alderman-at-large shall
18 occur in the first six months of the second year of the
19 term for which said alderman was elected, it shall be
20 filled by an election by the qualified voters of the city at
21 large, voting in their respective wards. But if such
22 vacancy shall occur in the last six months of the second
23 year of the term for which said alderman was elected, it
24 shall be filled by the board of aldermen by a majority
25 vote of all its members.
26 If a vacancy in the office of an alderman elected from
27 a ward shall occur in the first six months of the munic-
-28 ipal year, it shall be filled by an election by the voters of
29 the ward. But if such vacancy occur in the last six
30 months of the municipal year, it shall be filled by the
31 board of aldermen by a majority vote of all its members.
32 The person elected to fill such vacancy shall be chosen
33 from the ward in which the vacancy occurs, so as to
34 read as follows :

35 Section 7. If it shall appear that there is no choice
36 of mayor, or if the person elected to that office shall
37 refuse to accept the office, or shall die before qualifying,
38 or if a vacancy in the office shall occur more than four
39 months previous to the expiration of the term of service
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40 of a mayor, the board of aldermen shall forthwith
41 cause an order to be issued for a new election, and the
42 same proceedings shall be had in all respects as are here-
-43 inbefore provided for the election of mayor; and such
44 proceedings shall be repeated until the election of mayor
45 is completed.
46 If the full number of members of the board of alder-
-47 men then required to be chosen shall not be elected at
48 the annual election, or if a vacancy in the office of an
49 aldermen-at-large shall occur in the first six months of
50 the first year of the term for which said aldermen was
51 elected, it shall be filled by an election b}7 the qualified
52 voters of the city at large voting in their respective
53 wards, for the balance of the whole terra. But if such
54 vacancy occurs in the last six months of the first year of
55 the term for which said alderman was elected, it shall be
56 filled for the balance of the municipal year by the board
57 of aldermen by a majority vote of all its members.
58 If a vacancy in the office of an alderman-at-large shall
59 occur in the first six months of the second year of the
60 term for which said alderman was elected, it shall be
61 filled by an election by the qualified voters of the city
62 at large voting in their respective wards. But if such
63 vacancy shall occur in the last six months of the second
64 year of the term for which said alderman was elected,
65 it shall be filled by the board of aldermen by a majority
66 vote of all its members.
67 If a vacancy in the office of an alderman elected from a
68 ward shall occur in the first six months of the municipal
69 year, it shall.be filled by an election by the voters of the
70 ward. But if such vacancy occur in the last six mouths
71 of the municipal year, it shall be filled by the board of
72 aldermen by a majority vote of all its members. The
73 person elected to fill such vacancy shall be chosen from
74 the ward in which the vacancy occurs.
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1 Section 9. Section forty-two of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out in the fourth line
3 thereof, after the word “ solicitor,” the words “ city
4 engineer; ” also by striking out in the fifth and sixth
5 lines thereof, the words “board of water commissioners,
6 board of trustees of the public library,” so as to read as
7 follows :

8 Section 42. It shall be the duty of the mayor to ap-
-9 point, subject to the approval of the board of aldermen,

10 all the officers above specified in this act except the
11 city treasurer, city solicitor, city messenger, board of
12 assessors and board of commissioners of sinking funds,
18 city collector, city auditor and clerk of committees, and,
14 unless herein otherwise provided, all those for whom
15 provision shall hereafter be made as above, on or before
16 the first Monday in February in the municipal year, and
17 their terms of office shall begin on the first Monday in
18 March and shall continue for one year, or for such period
19 as the board of aldermen shall by ordinance in any
20 case provide. Every administrative officer shall, unless
21 sooner removed, hold office until his successor is ap-
-22 pointed and qualified.

1 Section 10. Section forty-five of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out in the first line thereof,
3 after the word “several,” the word “ committees,” and
4 inserting in place thereof the word “ boards,” so as to
5 read as follows ;

6 Section 45. The several boards and officers having
7 charge of departments shall, within their respective de-
-8 partments, employ all labor, make and execute all neces-
-9 sary contracts, purchase all materials and supplies, have

10 the entire care and custody and management of all pub-
-11 lie works, institutions, buildings and other property.
12 All contracts made in behalf of the city in which the
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13 amount involved exceeds two hundred dollars, shall, in
14 order to be valid, require the signature of the mayor,
15 and except as herein otherwise provided or by law re-
-16 quired no expenditure shall be made or liabilities incurred
17 for any purpose beyond the appropriations previously
18 made therefor.

1 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.






