
HOUSE . No. 1031

House of Representatives, March 27, 1
Rul[lntroduced on leave by Mr, Adams of Me

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine

AN ACT
To provide for the Better Protection of Human Life

in case of Fire or Panic.
Ik •u n

the authin General Court
same, as follows:
] Section 1. All hotels of every grade, apart-
-2 ment or lodging-house, and all operative buildings
3 of more than three stories in height and within
4 which ten or more persons are employed, except
5 such buildings as are of first-class construction,
6 shall be protected under the direction of the said
7 building inspector, city engineer or chief of the
8 fire department by iron balconies in addition to all
9 other means of egress on all external walls a 1

10 every story above the first; said balconies to be
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11 of suitable width with stair landings from one
12 balcony to the other, and properly connected with
13 the ground. Such balconies and stairways may
14 project over a public way.

1 Section 2. Within sixty days from the pass-
-2 age of this act it shall be the duty of every owner
3 of said buildings to provide at once balconies with

connecting stair landings as above prescribed, and
5 to maintain the same in safe condition and free
G from encumbrance or obstruction; said balconies
7 to be constructed within a reasonable time, and to
8 be in strength and arrangement satisfactory to
9 the said building inspector, city engineer or chief

10 of the fire department.

1 Section 3. Any building owner who fails to
2 comply with this act and provide the said balco-
-3 uies as above prescribed shall pay a fine of not
4 less than one thousand dollars, and a further sum

5 of one thousand dollars for any neglect or failure
6 so to provide after a reasonable time has elapsed;
7 and action against all persons liable in such cases
8 shall be brought by attorneys of the city of
9 Boston or the attorney-general of the state of
10 Massachusetts.






