
HOUSE No. 17

petition of Robert Treat Paine, Jr., forBill
lections. Election Laws. Jan-

uary

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine

AN ACT
Relative to Nominations for Municipal Offices and to

the Ballots used at Primaries and Elections.
and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senat
General Court assembled,

same, as follow

1 Section 1. In any city or town which accepts the
2 provisions of this act no ballot used at any annual
3 or special city or town election, or at any prelim-
-4 inary election for nominations, shall have printed
5 thereon the name of any political party or any po-
-6 litieal designation or mark.

1 Section 2. On the third Tuesday preceding every
r town election, at which any
to be elected, there shall be

annual or special
city or town officer i

4 held a preliminary election for nominatior

(Hommcmrocfllt!) of iltassacljusetts.



) [Jan.PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS.

1 Section 3. Nomination papers for the nomina-
-2 tion of candidates to he voted for at such prelim-
-3 inary election shall he signed in person by not less
4 than twenty-five voters for each ward included
5 within the electoral district in which the candidate
6 is to be voted upon, and shall he filed with the city or
7 town clerk at least ten days prior to such prelim-
-8 inary election.

1 Section 4. The name of each person nominated
2 as in the preceding section, and his residence and
3 the title of the office for which he is a candidate,
4 shall he printed on said ballots, and the names of no
5 other candidates shall be printed thereon.

1 Section 5. The two persons receiving at a pre-
-2 liminary election the highest number of votes for
3 nomination for an office or, if two or more persons
4 are to be elected to the same office at such election,
5 the several persons to a number equal to twice the
6 number so to be elected shall be the candidates and
7 the only candidates for that office whose names shall
8 be printed on the official ballots to be used at the
9 annual or special city or town election.

10 On all ballots used at both the preliminary and
11 the final elections blank spaces shall be left at the
12 end of each list of candidates for the different
13 offices, equal to the number to be elected thereto, in
14 which the voters may insert the name of any person
15 not printed on the ballot for whom he desires to
16 vote for such office.

1 Section 6. At such annual or special town or

2 city elections the person receiving the highest num-



No. 17.HOUSE1909.] J

3 ber of votes for an office, and if two or more persons
4 are to be elected to the same office, the several per-
-5 sons to the number to be chosen to such office re-
-6 ceiving the highest number of votes shall be deemed
7 and declared to be elected.

may be submitted to the voters of such city or town
4 at the next city election or at the next annual town
5 meeting respectively, and the vote shall be in
6 answer to the question to be placed upon the ballot
7 “ Shall an act passed by the general court in the
8 year nineteen hundred and nine entitled ‘ An Act
9 etc.,’ be accepted

10 And if a majority of the voters voting thereon at
11 such election or meeting shall vote in the affirmative
12 this act shall take effect in such city or town.

1 Section 8. So much of this act as authorizes its
2 submission to the voters of cities and towns shall
3 take effect on its passage, but it shall not take fur-
-4 ther effect in any city or town until accepted by the
5 voters thereof as herein provided.

1 Section 7. On petition of not less than five per
2 cent of the legal voters of any city or town, this act




