
HOUSE No. 269

Samuel 11. Miy

-1f cer
January 19,

<£ommcmtocalth of illassadmsetts

nd IS

AN ACT
To reduce to Sixteen Years the Age under which Cer-

tain Children may be considered to be Delinquent or

Wayward.

4 line eight, and in line thirteen, the word “ seven
place thereof, in each in5 teen ” and inserting in

1

that said section6 stance, the word: n,

hall read as folk
Section 1. The word ■ourt ”, whenever used in

riotto mean atret, shall 1
10 or municipal court, or a trial justice

11 The words “ probation officer ” shall be con
12 strued to mean a probation officer or assistant pro



[Jan.DEIJNQUENT CHILDREN)

13 bation officer of the court having jurisdiction of the
14 pending case.
15 The term “ delinquent child ” shall be construed
16 to mean any boy or girl between the ages of seven
17 and sixteen years, who violates any city ordinance
18 or town by-law, or commits an offence not punish-
-19 able by death or by imprisonment for life.
10 The words ‘ ‘ wayward child ’ ’ shall be construed
21 to mean a boy or girl between seven and sixteen
22 years of age who habitually associates with vicious
23 or immoral persons, or who is growing up in circum-
-24 stances exposing him or her to lead an immoral,
25 vicious or criminal life.

1 Section 2. Section three of said chapter four
2 hundred thirteen of the acts of the year nineteen
3 hundred and six is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in line two and in line thirty-three, the word “ sev-
-5 enteeu ” and inserting in place thereof, in each in-
-6 stance, the word: sixteen, —so that said section
7 shall read as follows
8 Section 3. If complaint is made to any court that
9 a boy or girl between the ages of seven and sixteen
10 years is a wayward child or a delinquent child, said
11 court shall examine on oath the complainant and the
12 witnesses, if any, produced by him, and shall reduce
13 the complaint to writing, and cause it to be sub-
-14 scribed by the complainant.
15 If said child is under fourteen years of age, said
16 court shall first issue a summons requiring it to ap-
-17 pear before such court at the time and place named
18 therein, and such summons shall be issued in all
19 other cases, instead of a warrant, unless, in the
20 judgment of the court, there is reason to believe that
21 he or she will not appear upon a summons, in which
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22 ease, or in any case in which a child has been sum-
-23 moned as aforesaid and did not appear, said court
24 may issue a warrant reciting the substance of the
25 complaint, and requiring the officer to whom it is
26 directed forthwith to take such child and bring it
27 before said court to be dealt with according to law,
28 and to summon such witnesses as shall be named
29 therein to appear and give evidence at the exam-
-30 ination.
31 A child under fourteen years of age shall not be
32 committed to a lock-up, police station or house of
33 detention, to a jail or house of correction, to the
34 state farm, or the house of correction at Deer island
35 in the city of Boston, pending an examination, in
36 default of bail, or for the non-payment of a fine,

17 except as provided in sections five and nine, or upon
8 conviction of any offence not punishable by death or

39 imprisonment for life: provided, that a boy twelve
40 years of age or over, arrested in the act of violating
41 a law of the commonwealth, or on a warrant, may,
42 in the discretion of the arresting officer, be com-
43 mitted to a lock-up, police station or house of dc
44 tention.
45 Whenever a child under sixteen years of age has
46 been committed to a lock-up, police station or house
47 of detention the probation officer and at least one of
48 its parents, and, if there is no parent, then the per-
-49 son with whom such child resides, shall be notified
50 at once of said commitment. The officer of the place
51 of custody in which such child is confined, on the
52 written request of the probation officer, shall release
53 such child to him, unless the officer who made the
54 commitment shall make a written request for bis
55 detention. Said probation officer shall notify sucb
56 child of the time and place of the hearing of its case.




