
HOUSE No. 304

Bill accompanying the petition of John M. Woods for certain
amendments of the charter of the city of Somerville. Cities. Jan-
uary 20.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Somerville.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
ame, as follows:
1 Section" 1. Section twenty-one of chapter two hnn-
-2 dred and forty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-nine is hereby amended by striking out the
4 words “ a commissioner of streets ”, in the eleventh and
5 twelfth lines, and by inserting in place thereof the
6 words: - Who shall be the street commissioner, and
7 by inserting after the words “ a water commissioner ”,

in the thirteenth and fourteenth lines, the words: f
9 purchasing agent, —so as to read as follows: Section

10 21. The mayor shall have the power to appoint, subject
11 to confirmation by the board of aldermen, the following
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12 officers and boards, to serve, except as herein otherwise
13 provided, for one year and until the appointment and
14 qualification of their successors: a chief of police and
15 all other officers and members of the police department;
16 a chief engineer and all other officers and members of the
17 fire department; a city solicitor; a city physician; a board
18 of assessors; a board of overseers of the poor; a board
19 of health; a board of trustees of the public library; a
20 city engineer, who shall be the street commissioner; a
21 commissioner of public buildings; a commissioner of elec-
-22 trie lines and lights; a water commissioner; a purchasing
23 agent; one or more measurers of wood and bark; two or
24 more field drivers; two or more fence viewers; one pound
25 keeper for each pound in the city; such number of con-
-26 stables and special police officers as may be deemed advis-
-27 able; and all other officers and boards of the city whose
28 election or appointment is not otherwise provided for in
29 this act. The officers and members of the police and fire
30 departments shall hold their respective offices during the
31 pleasure of the mayor and board of aldermen and until
32 removed by them in the same manner in which they are

3 appointed, or until their offices or places are otherwise
34 vacated. Nothing in this section shall be construed to

35 conflict with the provisions of chapter one hundred and
36 ninety-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
37 ninety-five, entitled “ An Act to provide for the appoint-
-38 ment of a reserve police force in the city of Somerville.”

1 Section 2. Section twenty-seven of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by adding after the words “ board of

3 aldermen ”, in the fourteenth line, the words: —or
4 school committee, —soas to read as follows: • Section
5 21. In case of the inability of the mayor from absence
6 or any other cause to perform the duties of his office,
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7 the president of the board of aldermen shall, until such
8 inability is removed, exercise the powers and perform
9 the duties of mayor, under the style of acting mayor,

10 except that he shall not, unless authorized thereto in a
11 special instance by the board of aldermen, and then only
12 in case of exigency requiring an immediate appointment
13 or removal, make any permanent appointment or removal,
14 and shall not, unless such inability of the mayor has cor

15 tinned at least ten days, or unless the office of mayor ha
16 become vacant, have powi

17 ordinance, order, resoluti
r to approve or disapprove any
in or vote of the board of alder-

18 men or school committee In case of such inability on
19 the part of the president of the board of aldermen his
20 powers and duties hereunder shall devolve upon the vice-
-21 president of that board, and in case of such inability on
22 the part of both the president and vice-president such
23 powers and duties shall devolve upon the president pro
24 tempore of said board.

1 Section 3. Section thirty of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end of said section the follow-
-3 ing: The provisions of section sixteen of this chapter,
4 in so far as they relate to every order, resolution or vote
5 of the board of aldermen, shall apply in like manner to
6 every order, resolution or vote of the school committee.
7 The veto power of the mayor shall not extend to elections,
B—soas to read as follows: Section 30. The school
9 committee shall be the judge of the election and qualifi-

-10 cations of its members, and shall from time to time make
11 rules for its proceedings. A majority of all the members
12 of the committee shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
-13 action of business, but a less number may meet and ad-
14 journ from time to time. It shall annually appoint a
15 superintendent of schools, who shall also be its secretary
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16 but who shall not be one of its members. The provisions
17 of section sixteen of this chapter, in so far as they relate
18 to every order, resolution or vote of the board of alder-
-19 men, shall apply in like manner to every order, resolution
20 or vote of the school committee. The veto power of the
21 mayor shall not extend to elections.

1 Section 4. Said chapter is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section forty-three and inserting in place
3 thereof the following: - Section -4 3. The heads of the
4 departments mentioned in this act requiring materials,
5 apparatus and other supplies, shall obtain the same of the
6 purchasing agents, who shall make all purchases for such
7 departments. Ho purchase exceeding three hundred dol-
-8 lars in amount shall be made without the previous ap-
-9 proval of the mayor in writing. The powers of the school

10 committee shall not be affected by this section.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect on the first Mon-
-2 day of January in the year nineteen hundred and ten.


