
HOUSE No. 410

Bill accompanying the petition of March G. Bennett for further
legislation to authorize and encourage co-operation among the cities
and towns of the metropolitan district. Metropolitan Affairs. Janu-
ary 21.

AN ACT
To define Metropolitan Boston and to create a Metropolitan

Boston Council.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The cities and towns which are now
2 included within the metropolitan park district, or the
3 metropolitan sewer district, or the metropolitan water
4 district, or in all of them, and such other cities and towns
5 as may hereafter be joined to either or all of said dis-

tricts, shall constitute a district which shall be known as
7 metropolitan Boston, and the mayors of said cities and
8 the chairman of the boards of selectmen of said towns
9 shall constitute a body which shall be known as the

10 metropolitan Boston council

tEommontomltl) of iilassacfyusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.
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1 Section 2. Said council shall serve without com-

-2 pensation, shall meet in the city hall in Boston on the
3 second Wednesday in January in each year, and at such

4 other times and places as it may by vote determine ; shall
5 be called to order at the first meeting each year by the
6 mayor of Boston, and shall elect by ballot from its mem-
-7 bership a president, a secretary and such other officers
8 as it may deem necessary, and shall adopt suitable rules
9 for governing its deliberations.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of said secretary to
2 procure and lay before said council copies of all peti-

tions, bills, resolves and reports concerning matters
4 affecting said metropolitan Boston that are submitted to

5 the general court for consideration, and said council shall
6 submit to the general court or to committees thereof,
7 from time to time, either orally by duly authorized rep-
8 resentatives, or in ivriting, reports of such action as said
9 council may take upon such petitions, bills, resolves or

10 reports, or other matters concerning said district, together
11 with the vote, both affirmative and negative, taken upon
12 such question. All votes shall be taken by municipali-
-13 ties, and each municipality shall be entitled to one vote :

14 provided, however, that in voting upon proposed legis-
-15 lation only those municipalities which have a financial
16 interest in a question shall be entitled to vote upon it.

1 Section 4. The board of metropolitan park commis-
-2 sioners and the metropolitan water and sewerage board
3 shall, when so requested by said council, appear before
4 said council or committees thereof, and furnish such in-

-5 formation as said council may require concerning the
6 maintenance and operation of their several departments.
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1 Section 5. Said council may employ such clerical
2 assistance and contract such contingent expenses, not to
3 exceed one thousand dollars in any one year, as it deems
4 necessary for the proper conduct of its business, and the
5 cost thereof shall in the first instance be paid by the
6 commonwealth, when authorized by a two-thirds vote of
7 said council; and shall be included in the annual asse
8 ment of the cities and towns comprising said district,comprising said district, in
9 proportion to the amount assessed upon each city or town

10 for metropolitan water, sewer and park maintenance.

This act shall take effect upon its passag1 Section




