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Bill accompanying the petition of Grafton D. Cashing for legisla
the holding of inquests upon dead bodies by

Public He Jai
TV 2

;ar One Thousand Nine Hundred

AN ACT
Relative to Medical Examiners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representaikii

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of tl
me, a■

Section 1 . Section ten of chapter twenty-four of the
Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the
word “found” in the thirteenth line, the words: —if
the supposed act of violence causing the death and the
place in which the body was found be within the same
county and within the district of said medical examiner,

or if the place of such supposed act of violence lie not
known, —and by adding at the end of said section the
words: —lf the supposed act of violence causing the
death and the place in which the body was found be not
within the same county and within the district of said

(Eommonrocoltt) of iftassadjusctts.



[Jan.> MEDICAL EXAMINERS.

12 medical examiner, he shall at once notify the district
13 attorney and a justice of the police, district or munici-
-14 pal court or trial justice having jurisdiction over the
15 place where the supposed act of violence causing the
16 death of the deceased was committed and shall file an
17 attested copy of his autopsjr and vieAV and of his per-
-18 sonal inquiries relating thereto, in the court or with the
19 justice and with the district attorney having jurisdiction
20 over the place where the supposed act of violence caus-
-21 ing the death of the deceased was committed, —so as to
22 read as follows: Section 10. He shall forthwith file
23 with the district attorney of his district a report of each
24 autopsy and view and of his personal inquiries, with a
25 certificate that, in his judgment, the manner and cause
26 of death could not be ascertained by view and inquiry
27 and that an autopsy was necessary. The districtattorney,
28 if satisfied that an autopsy was necessary, shall so certify
29 to the county commissioners having jurisdiction over the
30 place in which the autopsy was held or, in the county
31 of Suffolk, to the auditor of Boston. If upon such
32 view, personal inquiry or autopsy, the medical examiner
33 is of opinion that the death was caused by violence, he
34 shall at once notify the district attorney and a justice of
35 the police, district or municipal court or trial justice
36 having jurisdiction over the place in which the body was
37 found, if the supposed act of violence causing the death
38 and the place in which the body was found be within the
39 same county and within the district of said medical ex-
-40 aminer, or if the place of such supposed act of violence
41 be not known, and shall tile an attested copy of the
42 record of his autopsy in such court or with such justice
43 and with the district attorney. If the supposed act of
44 violence causing the death and the place in which the
45 body was found be not within the same county and with-
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46 in the district of said medical examiner, he shall at once
47 notify the district attorney and a justice of the police,
48 district or municipal court or trial justice having juris-
-49 diction over the place where the supposed act of violence
50 causing the death of the deceased was committed and
51 shall tile an attested copy of his autopsy and view and
52 of his personal inquiries relating thereto, in the court or
53 with the justice and with the district attorney having
54 jurisdiction over the place where the supposed act of vio-
-55 lence causing the death of the deceased was committed.

1 Section 2. Section eleven of chapter twenty-four of
2 the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter one hundred

and nineteen of the Acts of the year nineteen hundred
4 and four, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
5 “justice” in the first line, the words:—notified in

6 accordance with the provisions of the preceding sec-
-7 tion,—so as to read as follows: Section 11. The
8 court or trial justice notified in accordance with the pro-
-9 visions of the preceding section shall thereupon hold an

10 inquest, from which all persons not required by law to
11 be present may be excluded, and the witnesses may be
12 kept separate, so that they cannot converse with each
13 other until they have been examined. The district
14 attorney, or some person designated by him, may attend
15 the inquest and examine the witnesses. An inquest shall
16 be held in all cases of death by accident upon a railroad
17 or street railway, and the court or justice holding such
18 inquest shall give seasonable notice of the time and place
19 thereof to the board of railroad commissioners. The
20 attorney general or the district attorney may direct an
21 inquest to be held in the case of death by any casualty.ase of death by any casualty.

1 Sections. This act all take effect upon its passag




