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13 shall make true lists containing, as nearly as they can ascer-
-14 tain, the name, age, occupation and residence, on the first day
15 of April in the current year, and the residence on the first day
16 of April in the preceding year, of every male person twenty
17 years of age or upwards, residing in their respective cities
18 and towns, liable to be assessed for a poll tax; and, except
19 in Boston, shall inquire at the residences of the women voters
20 whose names are contained in the list transmitted to them
21 by the registrars under the provisions of section forty-four
22 whether such women voters are resident thereat, and shall
23 thereupon make true lists of the women voters found by them.
24 Any inmate of the soldiers’ home in the city of Chelsea
25 shall have the same right as any other resident of that city
26 to be assessed and to vote therein.
27 The assessors shall, upon the personal application of an
28 assessed person for the correction of any error in their orig-
-29 inal lists, and whenever informed of any such error, make
30 due investigation, and, upon proof thereof, correct the same
31 on their books. When informed of the omission of the name
32 of a person who is averred to have lived in the city or town
33 on the first day of April in the current year, and to have been
34 assessed there in the preceding year, they shall make due in-
-35 vestigation, and, upon proof thereof, supply the omission on
36 their books. They shall cause all applications, certificates
37 and affidavits received by them under this section to be pre-
-38 served for two years.

39 Section eighteen of said chapter is hereby amended by
40 striking out in the eighth and tenth lines of said section theo r>

41 word “May”, and inserting in place thereof in each of said
42 lines the word: April, —so that said section when amended
43 shall read as follows: Section IS. Except in Boston, the

44 assessors shall name or designate in such street lists all
45 buildings used as residences, in their ox- der on the street
46 where they are located, by giving the number or other defi-
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47 nite description of each building so that it can be readily
48 identified, and shall place opposite to or under each number
49 or other description of a building the name, age and occu-
-50 pation of every person residing therein on the first day of
51 April of the current year and assessed for a poll tax, and his
52 residence on the first day of April of the preceding year.
53 Section nineteen of said chapter is hereby amended by
54 striking out in the second, fourteenth and thirtieth lines of
55 said section the word “May”, and inserting in place thereof
56 in each of said lines the word: April, —so that said sec-

tion when amended shall read as follows: Section 19. If
58 a male person resident in a city or town, except Boston, on
59 the first day of April was not assessed for a poll tax, he shall,
60 in order to establish his right to assessment, present to the
61 assessors before the close of registration a statement under
62 oath that he was on said day a resident of such city or town
63 and liable to pay a poll tax therein, and a list under oath
64 of his polls and estate and shall also produce before thehall also produce before the
65 assessors two witnesses, who shall testify, under oath, that
66 they are voters of the ward or town in which such person
67 desires to be registered and that the statement of the appli-
-68 cant is true.
69 A male person who becomes a resident of a city or town,
70 except Boston, after the first day of April and desires to
71 be registered as a voter shall present to the assessors a state-

been a resident of such citv72 ment under oath that he h
diately preceding the election
vote, and shall produce before
who shall testify under oath

73 or town for six months imme
74 at which he claims the right to
75 the assessors two witn
76 that they are voters of the ward or town in which such per-
-77 son desires to be registered and that the statement of the
78 applicant is true. If the assessors are satisfied that such
79 statements are true, they shall, in the first case, assess such
80 applicant for his polls and estate and give him a certificate
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81 of assessment, and in the second, give him a certificate that
82 he has been a resident in such city or town the six months
83 preceding such election, and forthwith notify the registrars
84 of voters of the citv or town, if in this commonwealth, where
85 such person resided on the first day of April, that they have
86 given such certificate.
87 Section twenty-four of said chapter is hereby amended by
88 striking out in the tenth and nineteenth lines the words
89 “Alarch and April”, and inserting in place thereof in each
90 of said lines the words: February and March; and by

91 striking out in the twelfth, fifteenth, twenty-first and twenty-
-92 second lines of said section the word “May”, and inserting
93 in place thereof the word: April, —so that said section
94 when amended shall read as follows: Section 2A. In
95 every city, except Boston, which, by vote of the city council,
96 approved by the mayor, accepts the provisions of this section,
97 or which has accepted the corresponding provisions of earlier
98 laws, or which is now subject to similar provisions of law,
99 there shall be a board of registrars of voters consisting of

100 four persons who shall be appointed by the mayor with the
101 approval of the board of aldermen. When a board of regis-
-102 trars is first appointed after the acceptance of the provisions
103 aforesaid, two registrars shall be appointed in February and
104 March next succeeding such acceptance for terms respec-
-105 tively of three and four years, beginning with the first day of
106 April next ensuing. The city clerk of such city shall cease
107 to be a member of the board of registrars on such first day of
108 April, but the remaining two members of the existing board
109 of registrars of such city whose terms do not then expire
110 shall continue to hold office for their respective terms of

111 one and two years. In every year succeeding such first
112 appointments, the mayor shall, in February and March,
113 subject to the approval of the board of aldermen, appoint
114 one person to be registrar of voters for the term of four years,
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115 beginning with the first day of April next ensuing. The
116 board of registrars so constituted shall annually in April
117 before transacting any other business, elect one of its mem-
-118 bers as clerk, who shall perform all the duties required by
119 law of a city clerk when acting as clerk of the board of regis-

120 trar
121 Section twenty-five of said chapter is hereby amended by
122 striking out in the twelfth and fourteenth lines of said section
123 the words “March and April”, and inserting in place thereof
124 the words: February and March; and in the fourteenth
125 and seventeenth lines of said section by striking out the word*J O

126 “May”, and inserting in place thereof in each of said lines
127 the word: April, —so that said section when amended
128 shall read as follows: Section 25. In every city, except
129 Boston, which has not accepted the provisions of the preced-
-130 ing section or of corresponding provisions of earlier laws, and
131 is not now subject to similar provisions of law, and in every
132 town having three hundred voters, as provided in the follow-
-133 ing section, there shall be a board of registrars of voters
134 consisting of the city or town clerk and three other persons
135 who shall, in a city, be appointed by the mayor, with the
136 approval of the aldermen, and, in a town, by a writing,
137 signed by the selectmen and filed with the town clerk. When

appointed, the registrars shall
1 March for terms respectively

138 a board of registrars is first
139 be appointed in February
140 of one, two and three year

,r

beginning with the first day of
ruary or March in every year141 April next ensuing. In Fel

142 succeeding the original appc intment, one registrar shall be
143 appointed for the term of three years, beginning with the
144 first day of April next ensuing.

chapter is hereby amended by
)f said section the word “May”,

145 Section twenty-six of sai
146 striking out in the tenth line
147 and inserting in place thereof the word: April, —so that
148 said section when amended shall read as follows: Section
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149 26. In every town having less than three hundred voters
registered therein for the annual state election, the select-
men and the town clerk shall constitute a board of registrars
of voters; but when three hundred voters shall be so regis-
tered, a board of registrars shall, in the succeeding year be
appointed, as provided in the preceding section, and shall
continue to perform the duties of registration therein until,
for three successive years, the number of voters shall be
less than three hundred, whereupon, on the first day of April
following the annual state election in such third year, such
board shall cease to exist and thereafter the selectmen and
town clerk shall constitute a board of registrars of voters.

150

151

152
153

154

155

156

157
158

159

160

Section forty-three of said chapter is hereby amended by
striking out in the ninth line of said section the word “May”,
and inserting in place thereof the word: April, —so that
said section when amended shall read as follows: Sec-
tion Jj3. They shall keep in general registers, records of

161

162

163

164
165

all persons, male and female, registered as qualified to vote
in the city or town. They shall enter therein the name of
every such voter written in full, or instead thereof the sur-
name and first Christian name or that by which he is gen-
erally known, written in full, and the initial of every other
name which he may have, and also his age, place of birth
and residence on the preceding first day of April or at the
time of becoming an inhabitant of the city or town after said
day, the date of his registration and his residence at such date,
his occupation and the place thereof, the name and location
of the court which has issued to him letters of naturalization

166

167
168

169

170
171
172
173

174
175
176

and the date thereof, if he is a naturalized citizen, and any
other particulars necessary fully to identify him.

177
178

The general registers shall have uniform headings in
substantially the following form, and blank books suitable
for the purpose shall be provided by the secretary of the
commonwealth, at cost, to registrars applying for them.

179
180

181

182



HOUSE —No. 769.1909.] 7

183 Section forty-four of said chapter is hereby amended by
184 striking out in the second, fourth, seventh, twelfth and
185 thirtieth lines of said section the word “May”, and inserting
186 in place thereof in each of said lines the word; April,—-
187 so that said section when amended shall read as follows
188 Section 44- The registrars shall, after the first day of April,
189 prepare an annual register containing the names of all
190 qualified voters in such city or town for the current year,
191 beginning with such first day of April. Such names shall
192 be arranged in alphabetical order, and, opposite to the
193 name of each voter, his residence on the preceding first day
194 of April or on any subsequent day when he became an in-
-195 habitant of the city or town. The registrars shall enter

196 in the annual register every name contained in the lists of
197 persons assessed for a poll tax for the current year, as trans-
-198 mitted to them by the assessors, giving, as the residence of
199 each person on the first day of April, the place at which he
200 was assessed a poll tax; and likewise the name and resi-
-201 dence, as aforesaid, of every woman voter whose name is

202 contained in the list of women voters transmitted to them,

203 as provided in section sixteen: provided, that in every case
204 they are able to identify the name so transmitted to them as
!05 that of a man or woman whose name was borne on the

206 voting list of such city or town at the last preceding election
207 or town meeting. They shall make all inquiries and in-
-208 vestigations necessary to identify such persons, and they
209 shall not enter in the annual register the name of a person
210 objected to by any registrar until such person has been duly
211 notified and given an opportunity to be heard by them.
212 They shall forthwith enter in the annual register the name
213 of every person whose qualifications as a voter have been
214 determined by them in the current year and whose name
215 has accordingly been entered in the general register. They
216 shall annually, before the first day of April, transmit to the
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217 assessors a list of the women whose names are contained
218 upon the register of voters, with their residences, as they
219 appear on the register of the preceding year.
220 Section forty-six of said chapter is hereby amended by
221 striking out in the seventh line of said section the word
222 “May”, and inserting in place thereof the word: April,
223 so that said section when amended shall read as follows:
224 Section Every male applicant, for registration, except
225 in Boston, whose name has not been transmitted to the
226 registrars as provided in section sixteen shall present a tax
227 bill or notice from the collector of taxes, or a certificate
228 from the assessors showing that he was assessed as a resident
229 of the city or town on the preceding first day of April, or a
230 certificate that he became a resident therein at least six
231 months preceding the election at which he claims the right
232 to vote, and the same shall be prima facie evidence of his
233 residence. In Boston every such applicant whose name has
234 not been transmitted to the election commissioners as pro-
-235 vided by law shall present a certificate from the listing
236 board as provided by law, and the same shall be prima facie
237 evidence of his residence.
238 Section forty-seven of said chapter is hereby amended by
239 striking out in the fifth line of said section the word “May”,
240 and inserting in place thereof the word; April, —so
241 that said section when amended shall read as follows:
242 Section If!. The registrars shall examine under oath an
243 applicant for registration relative to his qualifications as a
244 voter, and shall, unless he is prevented by physical disability,
245 or unless he had the right to vote on the first day of April
246 in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, require him to

247 write his name in the general register and to read in such
248 manner as to show that he is neither prompted nor reciting
249 from memory. Registrars shall be provided by the secretary
250 of the commonwealth with a copy of the constitution of the
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251 commonwealth printed on uniform pasteboard slips, each
252 containing five lines of said constitution printed in double
253 small pica type. The registrars shall place said slips in the
254 box provided by the secretary of the commonwealth, which
255 shall be so constructed as to conceal them from view. Each

56 applicant shall be required to draw one of said slips from
257 the box and read aloud the five lines printed thereon, in full
258 view and hearing of the registrars. Each slip shall be
259 returned to the box immediately after the test is finished,

260 and the contents of the box shall be shaken up by a registrar
261 before another drawing is made. No person failing to read

m the slip thus drawn shall be
registrars shall keep said slips
The secretary of the common-
•ovide new slips to replace those

262 the constitution as printed
263 registered as a voter. Th
264 in said box at all times.
265 wealth shall upon request [

266 worn out or lost.
;r is hereby amended by striking267 Section sixty of said chap

268 out in the seventh line of said section the word “May”, and
269 inserting in place thereof the word; April, so that said
270 section when amended shall read as follows: Section 60.
271 Registrars or election commissioners shall, from the names
272 entered in the annual register of voters, prepare voting lists
273 for use at the several elections to be held therein. In such

274 voting lists, they shall place the names of all voters entered
275 on the annual register, and no others, and opposite to the
276 name of each, his residence on the preceding first day of
277 April or at the time of his becoming an inhabitant of such
278 place after said day, and in Boston the age of each male voter

279 therein. They shall enter the names of women voters in
280 separate columns or lists. In cities, they shall prepare such
281 voting lists by wards, and if a ward or a town is divided into
282 voting precincts, they shall prepare the same by precincts,
283 in alphabetical order, or by streets, except that in Boston,
284 the voting lists shall be prepared by streets. In all wards
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285 within any Suffolk senatorial district, except in Boston and
286 Chelsea, the registrars shall, annually after the closing of
287 registration and before the annual state election, make, by
288 wards or precincts, as the case may be, street lists of voters
289 to be used as the voting list at elections. Names shall be
290 added thereto or taken therefrom as persons are found quali-
-291 fled or not qualified to vote. The said lists shall be in the
292 following form:
293 Section seventy of said chapter is hereby amended by
294 striking out in the second, eighth, ninth, nineteenth and
295 twentieth lines of said section the word “May”, and in-
-296 sorting in place thereof in each of said lines the word:
297 April, so that said section when amended shall read as
298 follows: Section 70. The listing board shall, within the
299 first seven week days of April in each year, by itself or by
300 police officers subject to the jurisdiction of the police corn-
-301 missioner, visit every building in said city, and after dili-
-302 gent inquiry make true lists, arranged by streets, wards and
303 voting precincts, and containing as nearly as the board can
304 ascertain, the name, age, occupation and residence on the
305 first day of April in the current year, and the residence on
306 the first day of April in the preceding year, of every male
307 person, twenty years of age or upwards, who is not a pauper
308 in a public institution, residing in said city. Said board
309 shall designate in such lists all buildings used as residences
310 by such male persons, in their order on the street where they
311 are located, by giving the number or other definite descrip-
-312 tion of every such building so that it can be readily identi-
-313 fled, and shall place opposite the number or other description
314 of every such building the name, age and occupation of every
315 such male person residing therein on the first day of April
316 in the current year, and his residence on the first day of April
317 in the preceding year. The board shall also inquire at the
318 residences of the women voters whose names are contained
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319 in the list transmitted to them by the election commissioners
320 under section seventy-six whether such women voters are
321 resident thereat, and shall thereupon make true lists of the
322 women voters found by them.
323 The board shall place in such lists, opposite the name of
324 every such male person or woman voter, the name of the
325 inmate, owner or occupant of the building, or the name and
326 residence of any other person, who gives the information
327 relating to such male person or woman voter. Where such
328 information is given by one person relating to more than one
329 such male person or woman voter residing in one building,
330 ditto marks may be used in such lists under the name of the
331 person giving the information, after his name has been once
332 placed opposite the name of such male person or woman
333 voter first written down as residing in such building.
334 The board shall, upon the personal application of a person
335 listed either upon the original or supplementary lists for the
336 correction of any error in their lists, or whenever informed
337 of any -such error, make due investigation, and upon proof
338 thereof correct the same on their original or supplementary
339 lists, and shall immediately notify the election commis-
340 sioners of such correction, who shall correct their copies of
341 said lists accordingly and proceed to revise and correct the
342 registers under the provisions of section fifty-one. The
343 board shall cause all appl
344 them under this section to

ions and affidavits received by

reserved for two year

chapter is hereby amended by
ixth and seventh lines of said

345 Section seventy-one of i

346 striking out in the secor
347 section the word “May”, and inserting in place thereof in
348 each of said lines the word: April, —so that said section

49 when amended shall read as follows: S The
350 board shall, on or before the eighteenth day of April in each
351 year, transmit to the election commissioners certified copies

of those parts of the lists prepared as provided in the preced
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353 ing section, containing the name, age, occupation and resi-
-354 dence on the first day of April in the current year, and the
355 residence on the first day of April in the preceding year, of
356 every male person, twenty years of age or upwards, residing
357 in said city, and shall promptly transmit to the election
358 commissioners notice of every addition to and correction in
359 the lists made by them. The board shall furnish all in-
-360 formation in its possession necessary to aid the election
361 commissioners in the performance of their duties.
362 Section seventy-three of said chapter is hereby amended
363 by striking out in the second, tenth, eleventh, thirteenth,
364 twenty-second, twenty-sixth,
365 lines of said section the word

twenty-ninth and thirty-first

“May”, and inserting in place
the word: April, —so that
shall read as follows: Sec-

366 thereof in each of said lines
367 said section when amended
368 tion 73. If a male person, twenty years of age or upwards,
369 resident in Boston on the first day of April, was not listed
370 by the board, he shall, in' order to establish his right to be
371 listed, appear before a member of the board, the superin-
-372 tendent, a deputy superintendent or an inspector of police,
373 who are hereby authorized to administer oaths for this
374 purpose, and present under oath a statement in writing
375 that he was on said day a resident of said city, giving his
376 name, age, occupation and residence on the first day of
377 April in the current year, and his residence on the first day
378 of April in the preceding year.
379 A male person, twenty years of age or upwards, who
380 becomes a resident of said city after the first day of April,
381 and desires to be listed, shall appear before a member of
382 the board, the superintendent, a deputy superintendent or
383 an inspector of police, who are hereby authorized to admin-
-384 ister oaths for this purpose, and present under oath a state-
-385 ment in writing that he became a resident of said city at
386 least six months immediately preceding the election at which
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;87 he claims the right to vote, giving his name, age, occupation
:88 and residence on the above date, and his residence on the
;89 first day of April in the preceding year
190 If the board, after investigation, is satisfied that such
>9l statements are true, it shall give such applicant a certificate
>92 that he was a resident of said city on said first day of April,

393 or a certificate that he became a resident at least six months
J 4 immediately preceding such election, as the case may be,
35 which certificate shall state his name, age, occupation and
36 residence on the first day of April in the current year or on

397 the above date, as the case may be, and his residence on the
398 first day of April in the preceding year; but no such appli-
-399 cation shall be received later than the first day of September;
400 and no such person shall be listed or be given such certificate
401 later than the twentieth day of September.
402 In every place where oaths are administered for the pur-
-403 pose of listing the board shall post in a conspicuous place
404 a copy of section four hundred and twenty, printed on white
405 paper with black ink, in type not less than one-quarter of
406 an inch wide.
407 Section seventy-four of said chapter is hereby amended by
408 striking out in the third and fourth lines of said section the
409 word “May”, and inserting in place thereof in each of said
410 lines the word; April, —so that said section when amended
411 shall read as follows: Section 7Jf. The board shall enter

412 the date of application, the name, age, occupation and resi-
-413 dence on the first day of April in the current year and the
414 residence on the first day of April in the preceding year, of
415 every such applicant, as above provided, together with the
416 result of its investigation of his application, in a book pro-
-417 vided for that purpose, which shall be open for public in-
-418 spection. Said board shall cause to be printed in some
419 newspaper published in Boston, the name and residence of
420 every such applicant. The names and residences of such
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applicants shall be printed by wards and precincts within
two days after the number of names of such applicants, not
printed, reaches fifty; and on the day when such number is
reached, the names to be printed within such two days shall
include the names of all such applicant up to the close of
business for this purpose in the office of the board on such
day.

421
422
423
424
425

426
427

Section seventy-six of said chapter is hereby amended by
striking out in the second, fifth, seventh, thirteenth and
thirty-second lines of said section the word “May”, and
inserting in place thereof in each of said lines the word:
April, so that said section when amended shall read as
follows: Section 76. The election commissioners shall,
after the first day of April in each year, prepare an annual
register containing the names of all qualified voters in Boston
for the current year, beginning with such first day of April.
Such names shall be arranged by wards and precincts and,
opposite the name of each voter, shall be entered his resi-
dence on the preceding first day of April or any subsequent
day when he became a resident of said city. The election

428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440

commissioners shall enter in the annual register every name
contained in the lists, for the current year, of persons trans-
mitted to them by the listing board, giving, as the residence
of each person on the first day of April, the place at which
he was listed by said board; and likewise the name and

441
442
443
444
445

residence, as aforesaid, of every woman voter whose name
is contained in the list of women voters transmitted to them

446
447

448 under this act: 'provided, that in every case they are able to

identify the name so transmitted as that of a man or woman
whose name was borne on the voting list of said city at the
last preceding election. They shall make all inquiries and
investigations necessary to identify such person, and they
shall not enter in the annual register the name of a person
objected to by any commissioner, until such person has

449

450
451
452
453

454
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been duly notified and given an opportunity to be heard
by them, and shall have appeared and satisfied them of
his right to have his name so entered. They shall forth-
with enter in the annual register the name of every person
whose qualifications as a voter have been determined by
them in the current year and whose name has accordingly
been entered in the general register. They shall, before
the first day of April in each year, transmit to the listing
board a list of the women voters whose names are contained

455
456
457
458
459
460

461

462
463

upon the register of the preceding year, with their residences
as they appear on said register.

464
465

Section seventy-nine of said chapter is hereby amended
by striking out in the fifth and sixth lines of said section

466

467
the word “May”, and inserting in place thereof in each of
said lines the word; April, so that said section when
amended shall read as follows: Section 79. Said board

468

469

470
shall be so selected that two members shall always belong
to each of the two leading political parties; and one member
shall annually be appointed for the term of four years, be-
ginning with the first day of April in the year of his appoint-
ment. The mayor shall annually, on or before the first day

471
472
473
474
475

of April, designate one member as chairman for the year
beginning with said day, and may, after notice and hearing,

476

47
The chairman of said boardremove any member for caus478

of four thousand dollars, andiall receive an annual salar479
rs three thousand five hundredeach of the other comm480

as the city council may by481 dollars, or such other salar
ordinance prescribe482

apter is hereby amended483
aid section the word “Mind bin484 mg out in tl

if the word: April, thatand inserting in place ther
said section when amendec

485

1 read as follow486
ally, betw80. Said boar487 an

Section eight

April and the first day of October, appoint assistant regi488
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trars of voters, not exceeding four for each ward, who shall
hold office for the terra of one year, beginning with the first
day of October, unless sooner removed by the election com-
missioners, and who shall equally represent the two leading
political parties.

489

490

491
492

493

Section one hundred and thirty-nine of said chapter is
hereby amended by striking out in the fourth line of said
section the word “May”, and inserting in place thereof the
word: April, —so that said section when amended shall
read as follows: Section 139. If before five o’clock in

494

495

496

497
498

the afternoon of the second day next succeeding the day of
any caucus, ten or more voters of any town or ward shall

499
300

sign, adding thereto their respective residences on the first
day of April of that year, and file with the city or town clerk,
or in Boston with the election commissioners, a statement

501

502
503

under oath that the records and returns made by the caucu504
officers of such town or ward are erroneous, specifying the
error, or that challenged votes were cast by persons not
entitled to vote therein, said city or town clerk shall forth-

505

306

507
with transmit such statement to the registrars of voters with
the sealed packages containing the ballots and voting lists,
and said registrars or election commissioners shall give
notice in writing to the person affected, fixing a place and
time, as early as may be, at which said ballots will be re-

508

509

510

511

512
counted and at such place and time shall open the packages
containing the ballots and voting lists and recount said
ballots and determine the questions raised, and shall reject
any challenged vote cast by a person found not to have been
entitled to vote; and such recount shall stand as the true

result of the vote cast in such caucus. Each candidate
affected may be present during such recount, or may be

represented by an agent appointed by him in writing. If
it shall appear upon a recount that persons were nominated
or elected other than those declared to have been nominated

513

514

515
516

517
518

519
520

521

522
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523 or elected, certificates of such change shall be made as in
524 the case of the original certificate
525 Section one hundred and seventy-three of said chapter is
526 hereby amended by striking out in the fifth and ninth lines
527 of said section the word “May”, and inserting in place thereof
528 in each of said lines the word: April, so that said sec-
-529 tion when amended shall read as follows: Section 173.
530 Every voter who signs a nomination paper shall sign it in
531 person, with his full surname, his Christian name and the
532 initial of every other name which he may have, and shall
533 add his residence on the previous first day of April and the
534 place where he is then living, with the street and number
535 thereof, if any, to his signature; but any voter who is pre-
-536 vented by a physical disability from writing or who had the
537 right to vote on the first day of April in the year eighteen
538 hundred and fifty-seven, may authorize some person to write
539 his name and residence in his presence; and every voter may
540 sign as many nomination papers for each office to be filled as
541 there are persons to be elected thereto, and no more. Women
542 who are qualified to vote may sign nomination papers for
543 candidates for the school committee. Every nomination
544 paper shall, before being filed, be seasonably submitted to
545 the registrars of the city or town in which the signers appear
546 to be voters, and in Boston to the election commissioners.
547 who shall forthwith certify thereon the number of signatures

48 which are names of voters both in the citv or town and in
549 the district or division for which the nomination is mad
550 They need not certify a greater number of names than ar

551 required to make a nomination, with one-fifth of such num-
552 ber added thereto. Namt not certified in the first instance

rtified on the same nomination553 shall not thereafter be c
the commonwealth shall not be554 papers. The secretary ol

555 required in any case to fi
556 date after filing such papi

e nomination papers for a candi-
rs containing a sufficient number
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557 of certified names to make a nomination, with one-fifth of
558 such number added thereto. One of the signers to each
559 nomination paper shall make oath to the truth of the state-
-560 raents therein, and the certification of such oath and the post
561 office address of the signer shall be annexed to such paper.
562 Section one hundred and ninety of said chapter is hereby
563 amended by striking out in the third line of said section the
564 word “May”, and inserting in place thereof the word:
565 April, so that said section when amended shall read as
566 follows: Section 190. A city may, in the year nineteen
567 hundred and fifteen, and in every tenth year thereafter, before
568 the first day of April, by vote of its city council, make a new
569 division of its territory into such number of wards as may

570 be fixed by law. The boundaries of such wards shall be so

571 arranged that the wards shall contain as nearly as can be
572 ascertained and as may be consistent with well-defined limits
573 to each ward, an equal number of voters. The city clerk
574 shall forthwith give notice in writing to the secretary of the
575 commonwealth of the number and designations of the wards
576 so established.
577 Section one hundred and ninety-three of said chapter is
578 hereby amended by striking out in the tenth line of said
579 section the word “May”, and inserting in place thereof the
580 word; April, so that said section when amended shall
581 read as follows: Section 193. For all elections in the year
582 of a redivision of a city into wards, for a special election
583 held prior to the annual state election in the next succeeding
584 year, and for the assessment of taxes, the wards as existing

585 previous to such redivision shall continue, and for such
586 purposes the election officers shall be appointed and hold
587 office, and voting lists shall be prepared, and all other things
588 required by law shall be done as if no such redivision had
589 been made. For all other purposes the new division shall
590 take effect on the first day of April of the year when it is
591 made.
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592 Section three hundred of said chapter is hereby amended
593 by striking out in the sixth line of said section the word
594 “May”, and inserting in place thereof the word: —-April,
595 so that said section when amended shall read as follows:
596 Section 300. If, on or before five o’clock on the third day
597 next succeeding the day of an election in a ward of a city
598 or in a town, ten or more voters of such ward or town, except
599 Boston, and in Boston fifty or more voters of a ward, shall
600 sign in person, adding thereto their respective residences
601 on the first day of April of that year, and cause to be filed
602 with the city or town clerk, or in Boston with the election

sworn to by one of the sub-603 commissioners, a statement
604 scribers that they have reason to believe and do believe
605 that the records, or copies of records, made by the election
606 officers of certain precincts in such ward or town, or in case
607 of a town not voting by precincts, by the election officers of
608 such town, are erroneous, specifying wherein they deem them
609 to be in error and that they believe a recount of the ballots
610 cast in such precincts or town will affect the election of one
611 or more candidates voted for at such election, specifying
612 the candidates, or will affect the decision of a question voted
613 upon at such election, specifying the question, the city or
614 town clerk shall forthwith transmit such statement and the
615 envelopes containing the ballots, sealed, to the registrars of
616 voters, who shall, without unnecessary delay, open the
617 envelopes, recount the ballots and determine the questions
618 raised; but upon a recount of votes for town officers in a
619 town in which the selectmen are members of the board of
620 registrars of voters, the recount shall be made by the mod-
-621 erator, who shall have all the powers and perform all the
622 duties conferred or imposed by this section upon registrars
623 of voters.
624 The registrars of voters, or in Boston the election commis-
-625 sioners, shall, before proceeding to recount the ballots, give
626 notice in writing to the several candidates interested in such
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G27 recount and liable to be affected thereby, or to such person
as shall be designated by the petitioners for a recount of
ballots cast upon questions submitted to the voters, of the
time and place of making the recount, and each such candi-
date or person representing petitioners shall be allowed to
be present and witness such recount, either in person, ac-
companied with counsel if he so desires, or by an agent
appointed by him in writing. In the case of a recount of
the ballots cast upon a question submitted to the voters, one
representative from any committee organized to favor or
to oppose the question so submitted shall be permitted to
be present and witness the recount. In the city of Boston
the chairman of the city committee representing the largest
political party and the chairman of the city committee rep-
resenting the second largest political party may in writing
designate two persons, or such further number as the election
commissioners may allow, to be present and witness the
count, and said election commissioners shall allow each
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candidate whose election is in question, or his representa-
tive, to be present and may allow representatives of other
political parties and other persons to be present and witness
the recount.l
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All recounts shall be upon the questions designated in
the statements filed, and no other count shall be made, or
allowed to be made, or other information taken, or allowed
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651
to be taken, from the ballots on such recount.652

The registrars of voters or election commissioners shall,
when the recount is complete, enclose all the ballots in
their proper envelopes, seal each envelope with a seal pro-
vided for the purpose, and certify upon each envelope that
the same has been opened and again sealed in conformity
to law;'Lind shall likewise make and sign a statement of

their determination of the questions raised. The envelopes,
with such statement, shall, except in Boston, be returned
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