
HOUSE No. 1104

Bill accompanying the petition of William E. Puller and others for
legislation to provide for a revision of the charter of the city of
Taunton. Cities. January 28.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Taunton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The annual city election of the city of
2 Taunton shall he held on the Tuesday next following the

■3 first Monday of December. Every special election shall
4 be held on Tuesday

1 Section 2. The municipal year shall begin on the
2 first Monday of January at ten o’clock in the forenoon
3 and shall continue until ten o’clock on the forenoon of
4 the first Monday in January next followin

1 Section' 3. In the year nineteen hundred and nin
and in every second year thereafter there shall be elected
at the annual city election of said city, the mayor and two

Commonrocaitl) of iilaosacsjuscus

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.
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4 councilmen for the term of two municipal years next
5 following their election. There shall also be elected at
6 the annual city election of nineteen hundred and nine two
7 councilmen for the municipal year next following such
8 election. In the year nineteen hundred and ten and
9 every second year thereafter there shall be elected at

10 the annual city election two councilmen, each for the
11 municipal year following his election. The number of
12 councilmen shall be four,

13 There shall also be el cted in the year nineteen hun-
14 dred and nine and annually thereafter three members of
15 the school committee for three municipal years next fol-
-16 lowing their election.
17 Except as aforesaid, and as otherwise provided in thi;

18 act, no city officers shall be elected at any city election
19 Said officials shall be elected at large and may be resident;

20 of any part of the city of Taunton.

1 Section- 4. On the third Tuesday preceding every
2 annual or special city election at which any officer men-

tioned in section three is to be elected there shall be held
4 a preliminary election for the purpose of nominating

candidates for such offices as, under the provisions of this
6 act, are to be tilled at such annual or special city election

1 Section 6. Any person who is qualified to vote for
2 a candidate for mayor, councilman or member of the
3 school committee, and who is a candidate for nomination
4 for such office, may have his name, as such candidate,
5 printed on the official ballots to be used at a preliminary

6 election for nominations, provided that he shall, at least
7 ten days prior to such preliminary election for nomina-
8 tions, file with the city clerk a statement in writing of
9 his candidacy in the following form:
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Statement of Candidate.
I, ( ), on oath declare that I reside at

(number, if any.) on (name of street,) in the city of Taunton;
that I am a voter therein qualified to vote for a candidate for the
hereinafter mentioned office; that I am a candidate for nomina-
tion for the office of (mayor, alderman or member of the school
committee) for (state the term), to be voted for at the prelim-
inary election for nominations to be held on Tuesday, the
day of ,19 , and I request that my name be printed
as such candidate on the official ballots to be used at said pre-
liminary election for nominations.

(Signed)

Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Essex, ss.

Subscribed and sworn to on this day of ,19 ,

before me, (Signed). Justice of the Peace, (or Notary Public).

10 and at the same time shall file therewith a petition of
11 at least twenty-five voters of the city qualified to vote
12 for a candidate for such office. Such petition shall he in
13 substantially the following form:

Petition Accompanying Statement of Candidate.
Whereas (name of candidate) is a candidate for nomination

for the office of (mayor, alderman or member of the school com-
mittee) for (state the term), we, the undersigned voters of the
city of Taunton, duly qualified to vote for a candidate for said
office, do hereby request that the name of said (name of candi-
date), as a candidate for nomination for said office, be printed
on the official ballots to be used at the preliminary election for
nominations to be held on the Tuesday of
19 . We further state that we believe he is of good moral
character and qualified to perform the duties of the office.

14 No acceptance by a candidate for nomination named
15 in such petition shall be necessary for its validity or for
10 its filing, and the petition need not be sworn to.
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1 Section 6. !No ballot used at any annual or special
3 city election or at any preliminary election for nomina-

-3 tions shall have printed thereon any party or political
4 designation or mark, and there shall not be appended to

5 the name of any candidate any such party or political
6 designation or mark or anything to show how lie was
7 nominated or indicating his views or opinions.

Section 7. The two persons receiving at a prelim-
inary election for nominations the highest number of

1

votes for nomination for an office shall be the candidate
and the only candidates for that office whose names shall

be printed on the official ballots to be used at the annual
or special city election, and if two or more persons are
to be elected to the same office at such annual or special
city election, the several persons to a number equal to

twice the number so to be elected to such office, receiving

6

i

s

9

at such preliminary election for nomination the highest
number of votes for nomination for that office, or all such

10

11

persons if less than twice the number of those so to be
elected, shall be the candidates and the only candidates,
for that office whose names shall be printed on the official
ballot to be read at such annual or city election.

12

13
14
15

I
t>

Section 8. Except as otherwise provided in this act,
the laws of the commonwealth governing annual city
elections, special elections and preliminary elections for
nominations, shall, so far as they may be applicable,
govern such elections in said city. And the provisions
of law relating to election officers, voting places for elec-
tions, election apparatus and blanks, calling and conduct
of elections, manner of voting at elections, counting and
re-counting of votes at elections, corrupt practices and
jienalties, shall apply to such preliminary elections for
nominations except as otherwise provided in this act.

4

6

i

8

9

10

11
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1 Sectiox 9. Women who are qualified to vote for mem-
-2 hers of the school committee may be candidates for nom-
-3 ination for that office at any preliminary election for
4 nominations at which candidates for nomination for that
5 office are to be voted for, and at such preliminary election
6 for nominations, may vote for and only for, candidates
7 for nomination for that office.

1 Section 10. At ten o’clock in the forenoon on the
2 first Monday in January of the year nineteen hundred
3 and ten, the city council, board of mayor and aldermen,
4 board of aldermen and common council of said city shall
5 be abolished; and except as otherwise provided in this
6 act all the present powers and duties of all or any, the
7 mayor, mayor and aldermen, board of aldermen, city
8 council, common council, under any special or general
9 act, shall devolve upon and thereafter shall be exercised

10 and performed by the municipal council.

1 Section" 11. A majority of the members of the munic-
-2 ipal council shall constitute a quorum. Its meetings shall
3 be public, and the mayor, if present, shall preside and

4 shall have the right to vote. In the absence of the mayor,
6 the president of the municipal council shall preside, and
6 in the absence of both, a chairman pro tempore shall be
7 chosen. The city clerk shall be, ex officio, clerk of the
8 municipal council and shall keep the records of the pro-
-9 ceeclings. All votes of the members of the council shall

10 be by yeas and nays, if any member so requests, and shall
11 be entered upon the records. The affirmative vote of at

12 least three members shall be necessary for the passage
13 of any order, ordinance, resolution or vote, and it shall
14 require a four-fifths vote to pass an order over the mayor’s
15 veto.
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ipal council shall not make or

or vote appropriating money
dollars, or making or author-
ontract involving the liability

2 pass any order, resolution
3 in excess of five hundred
1 izing the making of anv

5 on the part of the city in excess of five hundred dollars,
6 unless the same is proposed in writing and remains on
7 file in the office of the city clerk and is published in the
8 local daily newspapers, at least one week before its pas-
-9 sage, except an order, resolution or vote for the immediate

10 preservation of the public peace, health or safety, which
11 shall be passed by a four-fifths vote.

1 Section 13. The municipal council shall each month
2 print in pamphlet form a detailed itemized statement of
3 all receipts and expenses of the city during the preceding
4 month, and shall furnish copies thereof to the public
5 library, to the daily newspapers published in said city,
6 and to persons who shall apply therefor at the office of
7 the city.

1 Section 14. The salary of the mayor shall be fifteen
2 hundred dollars per annum and the salary of each conn
3 cillor shall be one thousand dollars per annum.

1 Section 15. No member of the municipal council
2 shall, during the term for which he was chosen, be eligi-
-3 ble, either by appointment or by election of the municipal
4 council, to any other office, the salary of which is payable
5 by the city.

1 Section 16. The executive and administrative
2 powers, authority and duties in this city shall be dis-
-3 tributed among five departments as follows:
4 Department of finance.
5 Department of education.

1 Section 12. The mimic
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1

al

■i

it

11
I

)epartment of engineering,
lepartment of public works
lepartment of public safety

9 The mayor shall be, ex officio, director of the depart
10 ment of finance, and shall appoint each councilman b

veral departments. It sha
• to make report and recoil

apartments to the municipe

11 be director of one of tl
ch dir12 be the duty

13 mendations relative to hi
14 council

ance shall include account15 The department

16 taxes, claims, licenses, etc

17 The department of education shall include sch
18 libraries, printing and playgrounds.
19 The department of engineering shall include highways
20 sewers, bridges, public buildings, grade crossings, etc.
21 The department of public works shall include wate

22 supply, street lights, parks, almshouse and other publi

24 The department of public safety shall include police
25 fire department and board of public health.

1 Section 17. The municipal council shall meet no
2 less thap twice each week. The mayor, president of th
3 council, or any two members thereof, may, at any time
4 call a special meeting thereof.

1 Section 18. All rights and franchises granted t

2 public service corporations shall be submitted to a vot
3 of the people for approval.

1 Section 19. The mayor shall retain all powers, pm
2 ileges and duties not inconsistent with this act, and sha!

appoint, with the consent of the council, a city solicib
4 and chief of police.
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1 Section 20. Any note or bonds which the city is au-
-2 thorized to issue shall be signed by the city treasurer and
3 countersigned by a majority of the municipal council.

1 Section 21. Such powers of nomination, appoint-
-2 inent, confirmation and election for and to office or
3 position, of approval and consent to nominations and
4 appointments, of removal or suspension from office and
5 consent to removal or suspension from office as are now
6 vested in all or any, the mayor, mayor and aldermen,
7 city council, board of aldermen and common council, shall
8 be exercised by the municipal council by vote; and the
9 mayor, except as otherwise provided in this act, shall

10 no longer have power to make nominations or appoint
11 ments for or to office, or removals or suspensions there
12 from, but shall have the same right to vote thereon as
13 any other member of the municipal council.
14 The city clerk, city treasurer, library trustees, asses-
15 sors, superintendent of electric light works, park com-
-16 missioners and water commissioners, shall be elected for
17 a term of three years

1 Section 22. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this act are hereby repealed; provided, however, that
3 such repeal shall not affect any act done, or any right
4 accruing or accrued or established, or any suit or pro-
5 ceeding had or begun in any civil case before the time
6 when such repeal takes effect, and that no offences com-
-7 mitted and no penalties or forfeitures incurred under
8 the acts or parts of acts hereby repealed shall be affected
9 by such repeal; and provided, also, that all persons who

10 at the time when said repeal takes effect shall hold any
11 office under said act shall continue to, hold the same ac-
-12 cording to the tenure thereof, except as is. otherwise
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13 provided herein; and provided, also, that all by-laws and
14 ordinances of the city of Taunton in force at the time
15 when said repeal takes effect, and not inconsistent with
16 the provisions of this act, shall continue in force until

17 the same are repealed or amended, and all officers elected
18 or appointed under such by-laws and ordinances shall
19 continue in office according to the tenure thereof, except

0 as is otherwise provided herein

1 Section 23. If there is a vacancy in the municipal
2 council, whether as to the mayor or one of more council-
3 men, the council shall, by its remaining members, call
1 a special city election to fill the vacancy or vacancies for

the unexpired term or terms, respectively, except that
6 if such vacancy or vacanci 3cur less than six months

an, the municipal councilannual city el
8 shall, by its remaining m
9 vacancies for the unexpirec

mbers, fill such vacancy or
term or terms, respectively.

10 If there is a vacancy in the school committee by failure
11 to elect or otherwise, the municipal council and school
12 committee, sitting jointly, shall elect a suitable person
13 to fill the vacancy

municipal council shall make
an amendment or a repeal of

1 Section* 24. When th
2 or pass an ordinance, or
3 an ordinance, such ordin
4 passed, shall, except as

ance, amendment or repeal, so
otherwise provided, take effect
days after its passage. Such5 at the expiration of ten

6 ordinance, amendment o f an ordinance shalllendment

newspapers at least one week7 be published in the local
8 before its final passage.

1 Section 25. If, during the ten days next following

2 the passage of an ordinance by the municipal council, a
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3 petition, signed by a number of tbe voters of said city,
4 qualified to vote at city elections, equal to at least twenty-
-5 five per cent of the aggregate number of votes cast for
6 candidates for mayor at the last preceding annual city
7 election at which a mayor was elected, and protesting
8 against tbe passage of such ordinance, shall be filed in
9 the office of the city clerk, such ordinance shall be sus-

10 pended from going into operation and it shall be the duty
11 of the municipal council to reconsider the same, and if
12 it is not entirely repealed, the municipal council shall
13 submit it to the qualified voters of the city, and the said
14 ordinance shall not go into effect or become operative
15 unless a majority of the voters, qualified as aforesaid,
16 shall vote in favor thereof.

1 Section" 26. If a petition, signed by a number of the
2 qualified voters of said city, equal to at least twenty-five
3 per cent of the aggregate number of votes cast for mayor
4 at the last preceding annual city election at which a
5 mayor was elected, and requesting the municipal council
6 to pass an ordinance therein set forth, shall be filed in

7 the office of the city clerk, the municipal council shall,
8 provided that the ordinance be one which the municipal
9 council shall have a legal right to pass: — (a) pass said

10 ordinance without alteration within twenty days after
11 the attachment of the city clerk’s certificate of sufficiency
12 to such petition; or (b) forthwith, after the expiration
13 of twenty days after the attachment of said certificate
14 of sufficiency to the petition, call a special election, unless
15 an annual city election is fixed within ninety davs after
16 the attachment of the certificate of sufficiency, and ar
17 such special election, or annual city election, if one is
18 so fixed, submit such ordinance without alteration to the
19 voters of the city qualified as aforesaid.
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20 The votes upon such ordinance at an annual city elec-
-21 tion or a special election shall be taken by ballot in answer
22 to the question, “ Shall this ordinance (stating the nature
23 of the same) be passed ? ” which shall be printed on the
24 ballots after the list of candidates, if there be any. If
25 a majority of the qualified voters vote in favor thereof
26 it shall thereupon become a valid and binding ordinance
27 of the city; and no such ordinance passed as aforesaid
28 by the municipal council, upon petition as aforesaid, or
29 which shall be adopted as aforesaid at any such annual
30 city election or special election, shall be repealed or
31 amended except by the qualified voters of the city at an
32 annual city election. Any number of ordinances re-
-33 quested by petition as aforesaid may be voted upon at
34 the same election, in accordance with the provisions of
35 this section, but there shall not be more than one special
36 election in any period of six months for that purpose.
37 Whenever any such ordinance, amendment or repeal
38 is required to be submitted at any election, the city clerk
39 shall cause the same to be published in the local papers
40 at least one week before the date of the election.

1 Sectiox 27. The school committee of said city shall
2 consist of the mayor and nine members of the school
3 committee. Five members shall constitute a quorum.
4 No site for a school building shall be acquired by said
5 city unless the approval of such site by the school com-
-6 mittee is first obtained. No plans for the construction
7 of or alteration in a school building shall be accepted, and
8 no work shall be begun on the construction or alteration
9 of a school building unless the approval of the school

10 committee therefor is first obtained.

1 Sectiox 28. Any person offering to give a bribe,
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2 either in money or other consideration, to any elector
3 for the purpose of influencing his vote at any election,
4 or any elector, entitled to vote at any such election, re-
-5 ceiving such a bribe or other consideration, or any person
6 making false answers to any provisions relative to his
7 qualifications to vote at any election, shall be punished
8 by a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or be im-
9 prisoned in the county jail not exceeding thirty days.

1 Section 29. No officer or employee, elected or ap-
-2 pointed, shall be interested, directly or indirectly, in

work or materials, or the profit
furnished or performed for the
of office. Any violation of the
>n shall be a misdemeanor and

any contract or job for
4 thereof or services to be
5 citv, during his tenure

(i provisions of this sectioi
7 every such contract or ag reement shall be void

1 Sectiox 30. The question of the acceptance of this
2 act shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the city
3 of Taunton at a special election to be held on the first
4 Tuesday of October, nineteen hundred and nine. The
5 vote shall be taken by ballot in answer to the question,
6 " Shall an act passed by the general court in the year
7 nineteen hundred and nine, entitled ‘ An Act to amend
8 the charter of the city of Taunton ’ be accepted ? ”

9 If this act shall so be accepted, it shall take effect upon

TAUNTON CITY CHARTER

10 its acceptance upon the annual city election in the year
11 nineteen hundred and nine.


