
HOUSE No. 1143

Bill accompanying the petition of James H. Yahey for an amend-
mt of the law relative to the punishment for the crime of murderr

rst degree. Joint Judiciary. January

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.

AN ACT
To authorize the Jury to qualify a Verdict of Murder in the

First Degree by adding thereto:- Without Capital
Punishment.

and House of RepresentativesBe it enacted by the Senate
n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

as follows

if chapter two hundred and
hereby amended by adding

1 Section 1. Section one
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at the end thereof the followin
accused is found guilty of4 In all cases where the

5 murder in the first degre
6 verdict by adding thereto
7 punishment,” and wheneve
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10 life, —so that section one of chapter two hundred and
11 seven of the Revised Laws shall read as follows :

12 Section 1. Murder committed with deliberately pre-
-13 meditated malice aforethought, or with extreme atrocity
14 or cruelty, or in the commission or attempted commission
15 of a crime punishable with death or imprisonment for
16 life, is murder in the first degree. Murder which does
17 not appear to be in the first degree is murder in the sec-
-18 ond degree. Petit treason shall bo prosecuted and pun-
-19 ished as murder. The degree of murder shall be found
20 by the jury. In all cases where the accused is found
21 guilty of murder in the first degree, the jury may qualify
22 their verdict by adding thereto the words “ without cap-
-23 ital punishment,” and whenever the jury shall return a
24 verdict qualified as aforesaid the person convicted shall
25 be sentenced to imprisonment in the state prison for life.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

WITHOUT CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. [Jan. 1909.


