
HOUSE No. 1182

Bill accompanying the petition of Andrew J. Bailey for legislation
to provide for certain changes in the charter of the city of Boston.
Metropolitan Affairs. January 28.

AN ACT
Relative to the Government of the City of Boston.

1 Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston
hall appoint, subject to approval by the governor

3 with the advice and consent of the council, the
4 aldermen of the city, and upon their approval the
5 present aldermen shall cease to hold office. The
6 aldermen so appointed shall be nine in number,
7 citizens of Boston, and shall hold office to the first
8 Monday of January, nineteen hundred and ten,
9 and thereafter as designated in the appointment,

10 three for the term of three years, three for the
11 term of two years, and three for the term of one
12 year from said day. The mayor, subject to such
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13 approval, may fill any vacancy for the balance of
14 the term, and may after the first Wednesday of
15 January of the year in which a term expires, ap-
1G point a successor for the term of three years from
17 the first Monday of such January. The mayor and
18 aldermen shall continue to hold office until suc-
19 cessors are elected or approved, but any thereof
20 may be removed and a successor appointed to hold
21 office for the balance of the term, by the governor
22 with such advice and consent.

1 Section 2. The aldermen so appointed shall be
2 each paid a compensation of two thousand dollars
3 per annum; shall constitute a board; shall elect
4 a chairman and clerk; shall continue to have
5 their powers and duties relative to the preparation
6 of the jury list, the drawing of jurors, and all
7 matters in which they now exercise authority in
8 convention with, or by concurrent vote with, the
9 common council of the city, and shall by a majority

10 of their number approve every appointment or

11 removal made by the mayor, before the same takes
12 effect; all other powers and duties devolved by
13 statute or ordinauce upon aldermen are hereby
14 devolved upon the street and park commissioners
15 herein provided for.

1 Section 3. The mayor, as the terms of the
2 present street commissioners expire? or as there
3 shall be vacancies in their offices, shall appoint
4 successors, one to have charge of the streets of
5 the city, in place of the superintendent of streets,
6 with such duties as the commissioners shall deter-
-7 mine, one to be city engineer, and the other to be
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8 chairman. The commissioners, on the appointment
9 of any two thereof, shall be styled the street and

10 park commissioners; shall constitute a board; shall
11 have charge of the street and park department
12 which shall then begin to exist; and shall have, to
13 be exercised by the board or as the commissioners
14 shall prescribe, the powers and duties given by
15 statute, ordinance or regulation of the aldermen
16 to them, to the street commissioners, to the
17 park commissioners, to the superintendent of
18 streets, to the water commissioner, to the su-
19 perintendent of lamps, to the commissioner of
20 wires, to the superintendent of public grounds; on
21 such appointment the other officers aforesaid ex-
-22 cept the aldermen shall cease to hold office, and
23 their offices shall be abolished.

1 Section 4. The mayor shall appoint as the as-
-2 sessors and board of assessors of the city three
3 assessors and they shall have charge of the asst

4 ing department which is hereby created.

1 Section 5. The mayor shall in the year in which
2 the term of the city clerk expires appoint a sue
3 cessor who shall have charge of the city clerk de
4 partment which is hereby created.

1 Section 6. Every member of a board or other
2 officer appointed by thi
3 for by law or ordinance,

mayor, whether provided
hall hold office until death,

4 resignation, removal by the mayor or the appoint
5 ment of a successor.

1 Section 7. The mayor may appoint any head
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2 of a department to take charge temporarily of any
3 other department or office, with the compensation
4 of the highest paid head of either department or
5 office.

1 Section 8. The mayor may change the powers,
2 duties or compensation of the head of any depart-
-3 ment or office, and may transfer in whole or in
4 part the powers and duties of the cemetery
5 trustees or the bath trustees or of either to the
6 health commissioners, or of the music trustees to
7 the street and park commissioners, or of the
8 school house commissioner to the superintendent 1
9 of public buildings, or of the weighers of vessels

10 and ballast and of the sealers of weights and
11 measures to the head of a department to be called
12 the city measurer, who shall have charge of the
13 measuring department and have, to be exercised
14 by himself or as he shall prescribe, all the powers
15 and duties of the members and employees of the
16 two departments; and on the transfer the depart-
-17 ment shall begin to exist, the members and em-
-18 ployees of the two component departments shall
19 cease to hold office, and their offices and depart-

-20 ments shall be abolished. The mayor to do any-
-21 thing aforesaid shall send an ordinance therefor to
22 the aldermen, and if within two weeks a majority
23 of the aldermen fail to vote against it the ordi-
-24 nance shall be enacted and be in force.

1 Section 9. The mayor may approve any appro-
-2 priation passed by the city council, or as reduced
3 by him; and if an appropriation for current ex-
-4 penses of the several departments and officers is
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5 not made before tlie first day of March in any
6 year the mayor with the approval of the aldermen
7 as aforesaid may make such an appropriation not
8 exceeding the amount allowed by law nor the
9 amount appropriated for current expenses for the

10 preceding year and five per cent additional; every
11 such appropriation shall take effect and the amount
12 thereof shall be taken as an amount appropriated
13 by the city; any part of any such appropriation
14 determined by the mayor not to be required for
15 the purpose for which it is appropriated may as
16 directed by the mayor be transferred to the ap-
-17 propriation for current expenses of another depart-
-18 ment or purpose, or be kept and used to meet the
19 appropriations for another year.

1 Section 10. Employees of the city other than one
2 secretary for each department, the employees of
3 the mayor, the employees in the law department,
4 and the assistant assessors shall be subject in their
5 appointment to the rules established by the civil
6 service commissioners, but may be removed by the
7 officer appointing them without any restraint, con-
-8 firmation or approval; except that the laws relat-
-9 ing to the appointment of veterans of the civil war

10 shall not be in any manner affected hereby.

1 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage
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