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Bill accompanying the petition of G. A. Hibbard, mayor, for le
;o establish a supply department of the city of Boston. Metro-

Affairs. January 28.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine,

AN ACT
To establish a Supply Department of the City of Bos-

ton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The supply department is hereby
2 created as a department of the city of Boston and
3 shall be under the charge of a superintendent of
4 supplies who shall be appointed by the mayor of
5 said city without confirmation by the board of al-
-6 dermen for the term of three years at an annual
7 salary of such sum not less than five thousand dol-

-8 lars per annum as the mayor and city council may
9 determine. Chapter two hundred and sixty-six of

10 the acts of eighteen hundred and eighty-five and

<£ommom»eoltl) nt ittassadjusetts



} [Jan.SUPPLY DEPARTMENT BOSTON.

11 all acts relating to departments of the city of Bos-
-12 ton, or the office and employees thereof not incon-
-13 sisteut herewith shall be applicable to the depart-
-14 ment created by this act and to the officers and
15 employees thereof.

1 Section 2. Said superintendent of supplies shall
2 be a person having experience in the purchase of
3 supplies for large public or private undertakings.
4 In making an appointment of said superintendent
5 of supplies the mayor shall certify in writing that
6 in his opinion the appointee has the foregoing quali-
-7 fications and is of good standing, character and
8 temperament, and is well fitted to discharge the
9 duties of said office. The certificate shall be filed

10 with the city clerk who shall thereupon forward a
11 certified copy to the civil service commission. This
12 commission shall immediately make a careful in-
-13 quiry into the character and qualifications of the
14 nominee, and either with or without a special ex-
-15 animation, oral or written shall, if they conclude
16 he is a competent person, with the requisite quali-
-17 fications file with the city clerk a certificate signed
18 by a majority of the commission that they have
19 made a careful inquiry into the character and quali-
-20 fications of the appointee, and that in their opinion
21 he is qualified by character, temperament and spe-
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29 lie has been appointed, they shall file a certificate
30 with the city clerk that they do not approve the
31 appointment and the same shall not take effect.
32 In case of a vacancy in said office pending the
33 decision of the civil service commission the mayor
34 may designate some other head of a department or
35 member of a board to discharge the duties of said
36 office temporarily.

1 Section 3. Said superintendent of supplies shall
2 purchase such supplies for such departments as the
3 mayor may designate; the cost of such supplies
4 shall be charged to the appropriation of the de-
-5 partment for which said supplies were purchased.
6 Whenever practicable he shall unite the needs of
7 the various departments for a definite period quar-
-8 terly, semi-annually or annually, in one contract,
9 inviting competition or bids at wholesale through

10 public advertisement for standard grades of sup-
-11 plies upon uniform specifications. The city shall
12 not purchase supplies to be used by a contractor
13 in construction work.

1 Section 4. Every officer in charge of a depart-
-2 ment requiring materials, apparatus, and supplies
3 which the mayor has designated to be purchased
4 by the supply department shall obtain the same of
5 the superintendent of supplies by means of a req-
-6 nisition in writing signed by said officers therefor
7 on blanks to be prepared by said superintendent.

Said superintendent shall keep
2 proper books of account and when satisfied of the
3 legality of any requisition shall at once comply

1 Section
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4 with it and make proper entries on his books. He
5 shall require suitable evidence that the materials
6 and supplies furnished are of the quality and quan-
-7 tity contracted for and are delivered to and ac-
-8 cepted by the officer issuing the requisition.

1 Section 6. Said superintendent shall on the
2 fifteenth day of each month send to the city auditor
3 a detailed bill of the purchases made for each de-
-4 partment during the preceding month, which bill
5 shall be examined and approved by the official in
6 charge of the department for which the goods were
7 purchased.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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