
HOUSE No. 1261

House of Representatives, Feb. 2, 1909.

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (with accompanying bill, House, Ho. 39) of Timothy C,
Davis and others for legislation to provide for the establish-
ment of a board of public works in the town of Hudson,
report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

FREDERIC H. HILTOH.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.

AN ACT
To authorize the Election of Commissioners of Public Works

in the Town of Hudson.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Upon the acceptance of this act as pro-
-2 vided for hereinafter the town of Hudson shall, at a
3 legal meeting called for the purpose or at any annual
4 town meeting, elect hy official ballot three persons who
6 shall serve and be known as commissioners of public
6 works, and who shall hold office, one until the expiration
7 of three years, one until the expiration of two years and
8 one until the expiration of one year from the annual town
9 meeting at which they are elected, or which follows the

10 special meeting at which they are elected. Thereafter
11 one such commissioner shall be elected annually at the
12 annual town meeting, to serve for the term of three years
13 therefrom. The commissioners shall serve until their
14 successors are elected and qualified. Any vacancy occur-
-15 ring in said board may be filled for the unexpired term
16 by said town at any legal meeting.
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1 Section 2. Upon the election of said commissioners
2 of public works, the boards of water commissioners, sewer
3 commissioners and municipal electric light board shall
4 be abolished, and thereupon all the powers, rights, duties
5 and liabilities of the boards of water commissioners, sewer
6 commissioners and municipal electric light board, in said
7 town shall be conferred and imposed upon the commis-
-8 sioners of public works created by this act. Ho contracts
9 or liabilities, existing at the time of the said election,

10 shall be affected hereby, but the board hereby created
11 shall be in all respects, and for all purposes whatsoever,
12 the lawful successor of the water commissioners, sewer
13 commissioners, municipal electric light board, and also
14 of the board of selectmen in all matters touching the care
15 and maintenance of highways, bridges, drains and side-
-16 walks.

1 Sectiox 3. Said commissioners in matters concerning
2 the care and maintenance of highways, bridges, drains
3 and sidewalks shall exclusively have the powers and be
4 subject to the duties, liabilities and penalties of select-
-5 men, which said powers, duties, liabilities and penalties
6 shall be transferred from said board of selectmen to said
7 commissioners of public works, upon the election thereof.

1 Section 4. Upon the election of the said board of
2 public works, all the powers, rights, duties and liabilities
3 of the board of selectmen in said town now existing or
4 hereafter created by law, relating to the laying out and
5 discontinuance of highways, town ways, bridges and sidc-
-6 walks, guide posts, monuments at the termini and angles
7 of roads, public, squares, playgrounds, shade trees, sewers,
8 drains, assessments of damages and betterments, gas
9 pipes, conduit poles, wires, street railways, the granting
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of locations, rights or licenses for structures upon, under
or over highways or other ways, shall be exercised, en-
joyed, performed and incurred by a hoard consisting of
the board of selectmen and the commissioners of public
works created by this act, sitting jointly as a board of
survey.

Section' 5. Upon the acceptance of this act by said
town, the hoard of overseers of the poor shall be abolished,
and all the powers, rights, duties and liabilities of said
board shall be transferred to the board of selectmen.

Section 6. After the acceptance of this act, the said
town shall, at the same meeting at which it elects the
aforesaid commissioners of public works, elect by official
ballot a single auditor for the term of one year, and there-

upon the said board of auditors shall be abolished, and
all the rights, duties and liabilities of the board of audi-
tors shall be conferred and imposed upon said auditor.

Section 7. After the acceptance of this act and upon
the election of said commissioners of public works, all
water rates and electric light and power rates assessed
by said commissioners of public works shall be collected
bv the collector of taxes.

Section 8. This act, except as provided in section
nine, shall take effect upon its acceptance by a majority
vote of the voters of the town of Hudson present and
voting thereon at a legal town meeting called for the pur-
pose within one year after its passage, but the number
of meetings so called shall not exceed three.

Section 9. So much of this act as authorizes its sub-
mission as aforesaid shall take effect upon its passage.


