
HOUSE No. 1544

I desire to be recorded as dissenting from the majority
of the committee on Education in reporting House Bill

No. 737, “ An Act to Incorporate the Trustees of Massachu-
setts College.” My reasons for dissenting on this measure are
not that I oppose the underlying purposes of the bill but be-
cause I believe that the measure is imperfect in form, and so

rge in scope that it cannot be adequately considered and per-
fected by any legislative committee. The bill is a departure

'ducational system of Massachusetts. It
should therefore be considered deliberately. The committee

Id several hearings on the bill. The petitioners and many

who appeared before the committee to advocate the
high standing in the community and in edu-
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sured. The fundamental proposition that further use be
made of public buildings in disseminating higher education
meets with universal approval.

Men equally prominent in educational affairs expressed
serious objections to the bill. These objections have been met,
10 far as the petitioners have been able, in a fair and frank
ipirit. Many defects in the original draft of the bill were

cured by amendment and by adopting the views of the remon-
strants. There are, however, several fundamental matters
which I believe the committee has not considered fully enough
to warrant reporting the bill. The question of the use of the
name “ Massachusetts College ” is more serious than a mere
matter of designation, blow far this name should be used by
a private college corporation, even though for high purposes,
is one which merits profound consideration. How far would
the use of such a name imply the sanction and direction of the
Commonwealth over the college ? How far would it be con-
strued as a state university? These questions cannot and
should not be hastily decided. In any event the permission to
use the name “ Massachusetts College ” would be a great asset
to the college

The legal right of school committees to permit municipal
school houses to be used for the educational purposes stated
in the bill, may be assumed, though more investigation on this
point should be made before the present bill or any similar
bill is reported. The committee has not heard fully from
various school committees and their representatives, and there-
fore should come to no conclusion other than that based on
individual opinions on the question of the expediency of this
use. Similarly, on the question of how far the school com-
mittees should enter into agreements with the proposed col-
lege, has not been passed upon. On this question an opinion
of the Attorney-General is necessary. Neither lias the com-
mittee considered the expediency of permitting school com-
mittees to make contracts with the proposed corporation as to
the use of buildings, payment for heating, lighting, et cetera,
for a period longer than the life of the particular school board,

a power which might in many cases be essential to the sta-
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bility of a centre of instruction. This is one of the important
aspects of the bill which has been entirely ignored.

The evidence before the committee on the curriculum wa

necessarily preliminary and general. It was roughly esti
mated that courses and lectures would be given three after
noons and evenings of each week during the college term,
The question whether in this brief time, in a course of four
years, enough would be accomplished to warrant establishing
a college with the broad powers specified in the bill was but
lightly touched upon. On the success of the courses and on

quality of the instruction must depend the value of any
ree which might be granted. Whether the proposed col-

je can give proper instruction is a matter of conjecture,
re question of awarding degrees was given serious consider-

ation and wr as opposed by eminent educators. The success
and usefulness ol the college would depend in a large part on
the power to grant degrees. Representatives from every col-
lege in Massachusetts, except the Agricultural College, are
outspoken in opposing this section of the bill. This matter
we consider deserves more exhaustive study than the com-
mittee has been able to give. The clause that degrees shall be
allowed by a board on which the college presidents of the
Massachusetts College are members is more plausible than
practical. The passage of the bill would authorize degrees to

Degrees would therefore be granted, and no
board, even of college presidents, would care to impose severe
ionditions as to the qualifications necessary for degrees. The
ullege presidents have no desire to be on such a board. Why

3e them to act by making them members ? There is no
rrance that they would attend or be represented at any

reetings. Indeed where many would have to travel long
istances, and be put to considerable expense and be obliged

:o lose valuable time it is likely that the college presidents
■ould have but little to do with the granting of degrees.
Not only in the matter of detail is the bill one which r

Tuires the most careful study, but the prime fact that it instithat it insti-

an entirely new method in study of college subjects, and
uccessful, will be followed all over the United
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States, demands that it be reviewed and considered more ma-
turely and with more searching examination than any legis-
lative committee can give. The merits of the plan advocated
by the petitioners should be fully and adequately considered.
A reference to the next General Court would not insure such
a consideration as the plan is entitled to have. It should be
laid before a board of educational experts, who have full
opportunity to investigate the measure, to judge of it in every
phase, to consider objections, to gather a fuller expression of
public opinion, and to weigh the proposed system in its con-
nection with all other institutions of learning in the state.
Every member of the committee should appreciate the vast-
ness of the proposition, and the commendable results which
must come from a wide system of collegiate education brought
within reach of every high school graduate, but they should
realize that this plan ought not be judged hastily but with
mature and careful thought. To this end I recommend that
the bill be referred to the State Board of Education. If so
referred the State Board of Education should investigate the
proposition with care, hold public hearings as often, and at
such places as appear necessary, and report fully their opinion
to the Legislature, not later than January 1, 1910.

WILMOT E. EVANS. JR.

Mr. Nash, of the Senate, joins in this report.


