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D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h ,
R oom  701, 100 N a s h u a  St r e e t , B o sto n  14, November 1, 1949.

To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of the General Laws, 
chapter 30, section 33, as amended, a copy of the recom
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual 
report of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 117) is sub
mitted, together with drafts of bills embodying the legis
lation recommended. The drafts of legislation have been 
submitted to the Counsel of the Senate, as required by 
law.

Respectfully yours,

CLIFTON T. PERKINS, M.D.,
Commissioner, Department of Mental Health.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. T h e  A l t e r a t io n  in  t h e  P r ic e  n o w  c h a r g e d  fo r  
t h e  S u p p o r t  o f  I n m a t e s  o f  S t a t e  H o s p it a l s .

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people 
within Massachusetts the Department of Mental Health 
recommends a certain important amendment to section 
96, chapter 123 of the General Laws, in order that it may 
be enabled to cope with the rise in the cost of living which 
has risen out of the current postwar conditions. In the 
administration of the Massachusetts Department of Men
tal Health laws this Department cannot be unmindful of 
the substantial revenue derived annually by the Com
monwealth from the support of the inmates of state hos
pitals.

In the past, the price for the support of inmates of 
state hospitals has been periodically changed to meet the 
then prevailing cost of living. The price for the support 
of the inmates of state hospitals was $6 during the period
1920- 1921, when the average per capita cost of all insti
tutions was $7.34 (1920). The price for the support of 
the inmates of state hospitals was $7 during the period
1921- 1925, when the average per capita cost of all insti- 
tions was $7.04 (1925). The price for the support of the 
inmates of the state hospitals has been $10 since 1925. 
Since then the average per capita cost of all institutions 
has been: (1) $7.35 (1930); (2) $6.94 (1935); (3) $7.95 
(1940); (4) $8.41 (1945); (5) $13.11 (1948).

These figures are given merely to indicate the constant 
and progressive increase since 1925 in the average per 
capita cost of all institutions of the Massachusetts De
partment of Mental Health. There has been no legisla
tion since 1925 to change the price for the support of 
inmates of state hospitals.
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Section 96, chapter 123 of the General Laws limits the 
maximum price to $10 per week for the support of each 
inmate of state hospitals, except the Boston Psychopathic 
Hospital, and of insane inmates of the Tewksbury State 
Hospital and Infirmary and of the Bridgewater State 
Hospital, not under orders of a court.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health re
spectfully submits the following recommendation : to pro
vide that the price for the support of inmates of state 
hospitals, except the Boston Psychopathic Hospital, and 
of insane inmates of the Tewksbury State Hospital and 
Infirmary and of the Bridgewater State Hospital, not 
under orders of a court, be changed from $10 per week to 
$15 per week for each person.

2. To ESTABLISH M y LES St ANDISH, SO CALLED, AS A
St a t e  S c h o o l  f o r  t h e  F e e b l e -m in d e d , to  b e

KNOWN AS THE STATE SCHOOL.

In order to promulgate the best interests of the people 
within Massachusetts the Department of Mental Health 
recommends a certain important legislation. In the ad
ministration of the Massachusetts Department of Mental 
Health laws this Department cannot be unmindful of its 
statutory obligation to recommend such a legislation at 
a proper time.

After the pre-arrangements were completed with the 
War Assets Administration for the acquisition of a sub
stantial part of Camp Myles Standish in Taunton (both 
real and personal property not longer needed for federal 
purposes) at no cost to the Commonwealth, chapter 491 
of the acts of 1946 enabled the formal acquisition of the 
property. The various legal documents were completed 
on September 30, 1946, and the Commonwealth took 
over the property on October 1, 1946.

Utilizing the temporary building acquired, the first pa
tients were admitted by transfer from other institutions 
on December 5, 1946. The property was established as 
the Myles Standish Division of the Department of Mental 
Health. Maintenance appropriations, with quotas for
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personnel and other items pertinent thereto, have been 
made from time to time. Currently there are 655 pa
tients under care there, and even though conditions are 
quite inadequate, nevertheless this move has offered in
directly a degree of relief to our extreme overcrowding 
and long waiting lists for admission to the schools for the 
feeble-minded. A basic organization has been well pre
pared for the present Myles Standish Division to become 
a permanent institution.

Under the guidance of the then Governor Bradford, 
chapter 599, Acts of 1948, provided for the establishment 
of permanent buildings to care for 720 patients. Through 
the interest and efforts of Governor Dever, chapter 790, 
Acts of 1949, provided for 960 additional beds, a nurses’ 
home, and general service facilities necessary to form the 
basis of a permanent institution.

With a functioning basic organization now firmly es
tablished, with 1,680 beds provided for and ready for 
actual construction in the immediate months ahead, and 
with other necessary basic permanent institutional facili
ties provided for, the time has come to establish this 
Division as a permanent institution during the next year.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health re
spectfully submits the following recommendation: to 
provide for the passage of this bill for an act to establish 
Myles Standish, so called, as a state school for the feeble
minded, to be known as the State School.


