
No. 282
By Messrs. Bly of Saugus and Hutchinson of Lynn (by request), 

petition of George A. McCarrier and others for legislation to change 
the method of electing selectmen and members of the school com
mittee under the town manager form of government in the town of 
Saugus. Towns.

C ije  C o m m o n to c a lti)  o f Q p a gsa e fn ise tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

A n A ct  c h a n g in g  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  e l e c t in g  s e l e c t 
m en  AND MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE UNDER 
THE TOWN MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT IN SAUGUS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c tio n  1. Chapter 17 of the acts of 1947, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 section 2 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 2. Election of Selectmen. —  At the town
5 election in nineteen hundred and fifty-two, and at
6 each biennial town election thereafter, the registered
7 voters of the town shall elect five selectmen who shall
8 hold office for a term of two years from the biennial
9 town election at which they are elected. The select-

10 men elected hereunder shall serve until the quali-
11 fications of their successors. When a vacancy occurs



2 HOUSE —  No. 282. [Jan.

12 among the selectmen by reason of death, resignation,
13 change of residence from the town, or other disability
14 the remaining selectmen shall have the power to fill
15 the vacancy except that a vacancy resulting from a
16 recall election shall be filled as provided by sections
17 forty-five, forty-six and forty-seven of chapter seven-
18 teen,' as amended. Upon the election and qualification
19 of selectmen in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-
20 two the terms of office of the board of selectmen then
21 existing shall terminate.

1 Se c t io n  2. Said Chapter 17 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section four and inserting
3 in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 4- Election of School Committee. —  At the
5 nineteen hundred and fifty-two election, and at each
6 biennial town election thereafter, the registered voters
7 of the town shall elect five members of the school
8 committee, who shall hold office for two years. Mem-
9 bers of the school committee elected hereunder shall

10 serve until the qualification of their successors. When
11 a vacancy occurs in the membership of the school
12 committee it shall be filled in the manner provided
13 herein for filling vacancies in the board of selectmen.
14 Upon the election and qualification of the members
15 of the school committee in the year nineteen hundred
16 and fifty-two, the terms of office of the members of
17 the then existing committee shall terminate.

1 Se c t io n  3. Said chapter 17 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 45 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following: —
4 Section 45- Nomination of Candidates. —  The ques-
5 tior of recalling any number of officers may be sub-
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6 mitted at the same election. But as to each officer
7 whose recall is sought there shall be a separate ballot.
8 The nomination of candidates to succeed an officer
9 whose recall is sought, the publication of the warrant

10 for the recall election, and the conduct of such elec-
11 tion, shall all be in accordance with the provisions
12 of the General Laws, with the exception of chapter
13 fifty-four A.

1 Se c tio n  4. Said chapter 17 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 46 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following: —
4 Section 46■ Ballots. —  Ballots used in a recall
5 election shall submit the following propositions in
6 the order indicated: —

For the recall of (name of officer).
Against the recall of (name of officer).

7 Immediately at the right of each proposition there
8 shall be a square in which the voter, by making a
9 cross mark (X), may vote for either of the said 

10 propositions.

1 Se c tio n  5. Said chapter 17 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 47 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following: —
4 Section 47. Election. — If a majority of the votes
5 cast on the question of recalling an officer shall be
6 against his recall, he shall continue in office, but
7 subject to recall as provided in this act. If a majority
8 of such votes be for the recall of the officer designated
9 on the ballot, he shall, regardless of any defects in

10 the recall petition, be deemed removed from office.
11 When an officer is recalled from office, the candidate
12 to succeed the officer recalled shall be determined in
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13 accordance with the provisions of the General Laws,
14 with the exception of chapter fifty-four A.

1 Se c t io n  6. This act shall be submitted for ac-
2 ceptance to the qualified voters of the town of Saugus,
3 at a special town meeting to be called not later than
4 November first in the current year. The vote shall be
5 taken in precincts by ballot in accordance with the
6 provisions of the General Laws, so far as the same shall
7 be applicable, in answer to the question, which shall
8 be placed upon the official ballot to be used at said
9 meetings: —  “ Shall an act passed by the general court

10 in the year nineteen hundred and fifty, entitled ‘ An
11 Act changing the method of electing selectmen and
12 members of the school committee under the town
13 manager form of government in Saugus’ , be accepted
14 by this town?”  If a majority of the voters voting on
15 this question shall vote in the affirmative, said act
16 shall take effect immediately for the purposes of the
17 town election to be held on the third Monday of
18 January, nineteen hundred and fifty-two, and for all
19 things pertaining thereto, and shall take full effect
20 upon the qualification of a. majority of the selectmen
21 and of a majority of the members of the school
22 committee first elected as provided in sections one
23 and two of this act. If a majority of the voters
24 voting on this question shall vote in the negative,
25 this act shall thereupon become void.


