
HOUSE . . . .  No. 569
By Mr. Partridge of Watertown, petition of the Massachusetts 

Municipal Auditors’ and Accountants’ Association for legislation rela
tive to approval of town charges. Municipal Finance.
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Côe eommontoealtô of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

A n  A ct  relative to approval of town charges.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 56 of chapter 41, General Laws, is hereby
2 amended by striking out the word “ Drafts”  and the
3 word “ orders”  and by inserting after the word “ and”
4 the word: -— payrolls, —  in the fourth line of said sec-
5 tion and by adding at the end of the first sentence of
6 said section: —  Such approval shall be given only
7 after an examination to determine that the charges
8 are correct and that the goods, materials or services
9 charged for were ordered and that such goods and 

10 materials were delivered and that the services were
£  11 actually rendered to or for the town as the case may

12 be. Said section 56 is further amended by striking
13 out the words “ drafts or orders” after the word
14 “ bills.”  in the second line of the .second sentence of
15 said section and inserting in place thereof the words:
16 —  and payrolls, —  and by adding at the end of said
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17 section: —  So far as apt this section shall apply to
18 cities, —  so that said section will read as follows: —
19 Section 56. The selectmen and all boards, committees,
20 heads of departments and officers authorized to ex-
21 pend money shall approve and transmit to the town
22 accountant as often as once each month all bills and
23 payrolls chargeable to the respective appropriations of
24 which they have the expenditure. Such approval shall
25 be given only after an examination to determine that
26 the charges are correct and that the goods, materials
27 or services charged for were ordered and that such
28 goods and materials were delivered and that the serv-
29 ices were actually rendered to or for the town as the
30 case may be. The town accountant shall examine all
31 such bills and payrolls, and if found correct and ap-
32 proved as herein provided, shall draw a warrant upon
33 the treasury for the payment of the same, and the
34 treasurer shall pay no money from the treasury except
35 upon such warrant approved by the selectmen. So
36 far as apt this section shall apply to cities.


