
HOUSE No. 641
By Mr. Pickford of Clinton, petition of Custer L. Farnsworth and 

others relative to the exemption from local taxation of schools for the 
feeble minded and of institutions for the care of feeble-minded or 
retarded persons. Taxation.

C f i c  C o m m o n tu e a ltJ )  of S 0 a s$ a cin ise tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

A n  A ct  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  l o c a l  t a x a 

t i o n  OF SCHOOLS FOR THE FEEBLE MINDED AND OF IN 

STITUTIONS FOR THE CARE OF FEEBLE-M IN DED OR RE

TARDED PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Clause third of section 5 of chapter 59
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out paragraph (c), as amended by section 1 of chap-
4 ter 198 of the acts of 1933, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: —
6 (c) Real or personal property of such an institution
7 or corporation, occupied or used wholly or partly as
8 or for an insane asylum, insane hospital or institution
9 for the insane, or principally for the treatment of

10 mental diseases or mental disorders, or a school for
11 the feeble minded, or an institution for the care of the
12 feeble-minded or retarded persons, shall not be exempt
13 unless at least one fourth of all property so occupied
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14 or used, wholly or partly, on the basis of valuation
15 thereof, and one fourth of the income of all trust and
16 other funds and property held for the benefit of such
17 asylum, hospital, institution or school, and not actu-
18 ally occupied or used by it for such purposes, is used
19 and expended entirely for the treatment, board, lodg-
20 ing, schooling, education, care or other direct benefit
21 of indigent insane persons, or indigent persons in need ^
22 of treatment for mental diseases or for the education
23 of feeble-minded persons or the education or care of
24 retarded persons, as resident patients, without any
25 charge therefor to such persons, either directly or in-
26 directly, except that such a benevolent or charitable
27 institution or corporation conducting an insane
28 asylum, insane hospital or institution for the insane
29 and the feeble minded or retarded, to which persons
30 adjudged insane or feeble minded by due process of
31 law may be committed shall be exempt from taxation
32 on personal property or building so occupied and used,
33 but shall be subject to taxation on the fair cash value
34 of the land owned by it and used for the purposes of
35 such asylum, hospital, institution or school.

1 Section 2. Paragraph (d) of said clause third of
2 said section 5 of said chapter 59, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding
4 at the end the following: — Real estate acquired after
5 July first, nineteen hundred and fifty, by any asso-
6 ciation or private corporation formed or incorporated ^
7 for the care of the feeble minded or retarded shall not
8 be exempt under the preceding paragraph, unless the
9 city council of the city or the inhabitants of the town

10 in which it is situated have, by vote lawfully taken,
11 consented to the acquisition of such real estate to lie
12 so exempt.


