
HOUSE .... No. 838
By Mr. Toomey of Cambridge, petition of Yvonne Gagne and an-

other relative to the interest of husbands and wives in the property of
the other spouse after divorce. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act relative to the interest of a husband or
WIFE IN THE PROPERTY OF THE OTHER SPOUSE AFTER
DIVORCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 208 of the General Law is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 26, re-

-3 pealed by section 1 of chapter 76 of the acts of 1949,
4 the following section;

5 Section 26A. Upon a divorce for adultery com-

-6 mitted by the wife, her title to her separate real and
7 personal property during her life shall not be affected,
8 except that the court may decree to the husband so

9 much of such property as it considers necessary for the
10 support of any minor children of the marriage decreed
11 to the husband’s custody; and if the wife afterward
12 contracts a lawful marriage, the interest of the divorced
13 husband in the wife’s separate real and personal
14 property, after her death, shall cease, except in so
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15 much thereof as may have been decreed to him as
16 herein provided.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 208 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 27, as amended by
3 section 2 of said chapter 76, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 27. After a divorce, a wife shall not be
6 entitled to dower in the land of her husband, unless,
7 after a decree of divorce nisi granted upon the libel
8 of the wife, the husband dies before such decree
9 becomes absolute; but if the divorce was for the cause

10 of adultery committed by the husband or because of
11 his sentence to confinement at hard labor, she shall be
12 entitled to her dower in the same manner as if he
13 were dead.


