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By Mr. Johnson of Brockton, petition of Adolph Johnson for certain
changes in the retirement laws to make more uniform provisions
governing the amount of retirement under the contributory system.
Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act making certain changes in the retirement

LAWS TO MAKE THE PROVISIONS GOVERNING THE AMOUNT

OF THE RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE UNDER THE CON-

TRIBUTORY SYSTEM MORE UNIFORM.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose, which is, in part,
3 to make the changes in the retirement law effective
4 without delay, therefore it is hereby declared to be
5 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 32 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out paragraphs
3 (a), (b), (c) and (/) of subdivision (2), as amended,
4 and inserting the following in place thereof;
5 (a) The normal yearly amount of such allowance
6 for any member classified in Group A shall, subject
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to the provisions of this section, be equal to the
aggregate of the amounts determined in accordance
with clauses (i), (ii), (hi) and (iv) of this paragraph;
except that if such member has attained age sixty
and has completed forty years of creditable service
the reduction factor provided for by paragraph (c )

of this subdivision shall not apply, and except that
any such member who has attained age sixty-five and
has completed thirty years of creditable service, the
normal yearly amount of such allowance shall not be
less than a sum equal to one half of the average annual
rate of regular compensation received by such mem-
ber during the last two years for which such com-
pensation was received last preceding the date of
retirement, and an additional amount equal to two
per cent of said compensation for each year of credit-
able service after the first thirty; provided, that the
total yearly amount of the allowance shall not exceed
four fifths of said compensation; and provided,
further, that no member shall receive such guaranteed
retirement allowance unless he has paid into the
annuity savings fund the full amount of regular
deductions on the total amount of regular com-
pensation permitted by subdivision (3A) of section
three and by paragraph (d) of subdivision (1) of
section twenty-two.
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(i) An amount equal to the sum of four fifths of
the regular deductions made from the regular com-
pensation, not exceeding four thousand dollars in
any year, received by such member during the ten
years of creditable service last preceding the date of
retirement or termination of service, as the case
may be, and an additional sum equal to two fifths
of the regular deductions made from that part of
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the regular compensation, if any, which is in excess
of four thousand dollars in any year of said ten
years; and if such member has more than ten years
of creditable service, an additional amount equal
to the sum of two fifths of the regular deductions
made from the regular compensation received by
such member during any period or periods of years
prior to the ten years last preceding the date of
retirement or termination of service, as the case
may be; and
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(ii) An additional amount, if he has creditable
service for a period before July first, nineteen hundred
and thirty-seven, equal to two per cent of the average
annual rate of his regular compensation, not exceed-
ing twenty-six hundred dollars in any year, during
the five-year period of his creditable service last
preceding July first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
seven, multiplied by the number of years of such
creditable service after taking any creditable service
for a fractional part of a year to the nearest whole
number of twelfths of a year; provided, that if
during all or part of said five-year period of creditable
service there was a decrease in the base rate of his
regular compensation as a general adjustment due
to economic conditions, such additional amount
may, at the option of the board, be computed on any
period of five consecutive years during the ten years
immediately preceding said date for which his
average annual rate of regular compensation was
the highest; and provided, further, that in deter-
mining such additional amount the portion of the
allowance included therein on account of any such
creditable service due to prior service shall not
exceed one half of the average annual rate of his
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regular compensation during such five-year period
without the limitation of twenty-six hundred dollars;
and provided, further, that any such additional
amount shall in no event be less than two fifths of
the regular deductions, if any, of such member
made on account of regular compensation received
prior to July first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
seven; and
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(iii) An additional amount, if he has creditable
prior service for a period subsequent to June thirtieth,
nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, equal to two
fifths of the regular deductions which would have
been made during such period of creditable prior
service had he been a member of a municipal con-
tributory retirement system established under the
provisions of this chapter and had such deductions
been made in accordance with the applicable provi-
sions of this chapter as in effect from time to time
during such period; provided, that the total of the
amounts referred to under clauses (ii) and (iii) of this
paragraph payable on account of any creditable
prior service shall not exceed one half of the average
annual rate of his regular compensation, without
the limitation of twenty-six hundred dollars, during
the five-year period of his creditable prior service
subsequent to June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
and thirty-two, for which such rate was the highest;
and
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(iv) An additional amount of two fifths of his
additional contributions for salary above the statu-
tory limits on which contributions were allowed
during the period from July first, nineteen hundred
and thirty-seven, to January first, nineteen hundred
and forty-six.
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(b ) The normal yearly amount of such allowance
for any member classified in Group B shall, subject
to the provisions of this section, be equal to that to
which he would have been entitled under the provi-
sions of paragraph (a) of this subdivision if he had
been classified in Group A and had continued in
service for a further five-year period, but in no event
for a further period beyond the maximum age for a

member classified in Group A, at an annual rate of
regular compensation equal to the average annual
rate of his regular compensation during the five-year
period of his creditable service last preceding the
date of his actual retirement, assuming that regular
deductions had been made on the basis thereof
during such further period and that the amount of
his allowance had been determined as though he had
retired at the end of such further period. Any
member who is classified in both Group A and
Group B shall receive the additional allowance pro-
vided in this paragraph for a member classified in
Group B only to the extent that it is attributable
to regular compensation received by him for credit-
able service as a member classified in Group B.
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(c) The normal yearly amount of the retirement
allowance of any member classified in either Group
A or Group B, who has not attained age sixty-five
on the date his retirement allowance becomes effec-
tive, shall, except as otherwise provided in paragraph
(6) of this subdivision or in subdivision (3) of section
twenty-six, be reduced in accordance with the follow-
ing provisions:
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(i) If such member has attained age sixty and he
is retired before attaining age sixty-five, the total
normal yearly amount of his retirement allowance
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143 shall be reduced by one twelfth of one per cent for
144 each full month by which the date of retirement
145 precedes the last day of the month in which he will
146 attain age sixty-five;
147 (ii) If such member has attained age fifty-five
148 and he is retired before attaining age sixty, the total
149 normal yearly amount of his retirement allowance
150 shall be reduced by one sixth of one per cent for each
151 full month by which the date of retirement precedes
152 the last day of the month in which he will attain
153 age sixty-five.
154 (/) The total normal yearly amount of the retire-
-155 ment allowance of any member as determined in
156 accordance with the provisions of this section shall
157 not exceed four fifths of the average annual rate of
158 his regular compensation during the two-year period
159 of his creditable service subsequent to June thirtieth,
160 nineteen hundred and thirty-two, for which such
161 rate was the highest, anything in this section to the
162 contrary notwithstanding.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 32 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 28D, inserted by
3 section 1 of chapter 807 of the acts of 1949, and
4 inserting the following in place thereof:
5 Section 28D. Any provisions of sections one to
6 twenty-eight, inclusive, to the contrary notwith-
-7 standing, any member of the general court or any
8 member of the executive council or any constitutional
9 officer who has served as such for not less than six

10 years in the aggregate and who shall cease to hold
11 office as such and who has attained age fifty-five
12 shall, upon his request, be retired by the state board
13 of retirement; provided, that such applicant became
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14 a member of the state employees’ retirement system
15 prior to the date he ceased to hold such office and
16 has paid into the annuity savings fund of said system
17 such sums and under such conditions as are provided
18 by section seven of chapter six hundred and sixty
19 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven, as
20 amended, for prior service, and if not so retired the
21 accumulated total deductions may, upon request
22 by such member or officer, be withdrawn, otherwise
23 the retirement allowance shall be deferred as pro-
24 vided in subdivision (3) of section ten.
25 The normal yearly retirement allowance to be
26 paid to any member of the general court who is
27 retired under the provisions of this section, shall
28 be a sum equal to four fifths of the regular deductions
29 made from the regular compensation received by
30 such member subsequent to January first, nineteen
31 hundred and fifty, and an additional amount equal
32 to four fifths of the regular deductions made from
33 the regular compensation received by such member
34 for the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine, multi-
35 plied by the number of years of creditable service
36 as a member of the general court prior to January
37 first, nineteen hundred and fifty; provided, that if
38 any such member has received additional com-
39 pensation for special duties under the provisions
40 of section nine of chapter three or any other provi-
41 sions of law making his regular annual compensation
42 as a member of the general court more than four
43 thousand dollars in any year, such member shall
44 only receive an amount equal to two fifths of the
45 regular deductions made from that part of his regular
46 compensation which is in excess of four thousand
47 dollars in any year; and provided further, that if
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any such member has more than ten years of credit-
able service as a member of the general court, the
normal yearly retirement allowance for such mem-
ber shall be computed on the basis of four fifths of
the regular deductions, as set forth in this paragraph,
made from the regular compensation, not exceeding
four thousand dollars in any year, received by such
member during the ten years of such creditable
service last preceding the date of retirement or
termination of service, as the case may be, and two
fifths of said deductions for any period of years
prior to said ten years.
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The normal yearly retirement allowance to be
paid to any member of the executive council or any
constitutional officer who is retired under the provi-
sions of this section shall be a sum equal to four
fifths of the regular deductions made from the
regular compensation, not exceeding four thousand
dollars in any year, received by such member or
officer for such service during the ten years of such
creditable service last preceding the date of retire-
ment or termination of service, and an additional
sum equal to two fifths of the regular deductions
made from that part of the regular compensation,
if any, which is in excess of four thousand dollars
in any year of said ten years, and if any such mem-
ber or officer has more than ten years of creditable
service as a member of the executive council or as a
constitutional officer or as a member of the general
court, an additional sum equal to two fifths of the
regular deductions made from the regular com-
pensation received by such member or officer for
such services! during any period or periods of years
prior to the ten years last preceding the date of
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82 retirement or termination of service, as the case
83 may be.
84 The total yearly amount of the retirement allow-
-85 ance paid to any member of the general court or
86 any member of the executive council or any con-
-87 stitutional officer under the provisions of this section
88 shall not exceed four fifths of the average rate of
89 regular compensation received by such member or
90 officer for such service during the last two years of
91 creditable service last preceding the date of retire-
-92 ment or termination of service, and if any such
93 member or officer is retired under the provisions of
94 this section before he has attained age sixty-five,
95 his total yearly retirement allowance shall be reduced
96 as provided in paragraph (c) of subdivision (2) of
97 section five. The provisions of sections fifty-six
98 to sixty A, inclusive, of this chapter shall not apply
99 to any service as a member of the general court or

100 as a member of the executive council or as a con-
-101 stitutional officer.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 32 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 28E, inserted by
3 section 1 of chapter 809 of the acts of 1949, and
4 inserting the following in place thereof:
5 Section 28E. Any member of the general court
6 or any member of the executive council or any
7 constitutional officer who was a member of the retire-
-8 ment system and had creditable service, as provided
9 in sections one to twenty-eight, inclusive, at the

10 time of his election as a member of the general court
11 or as a member of the executive council or as a con-
-12 stitutional officer and who shall attain age fifty-
-13 five may, upon his written request, be retired by the
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14 state board of retirement, without regard to the
15 number of years served as such member or officer,
16 and shall receive a retirement allowance to be com-
17 puted in accordance with the provisions of section
18 twenty-eight D for all creditable service as a member
19 of the general court and as a member of the executive
20 council and as a constitutional officer, and an addi-
21 tional amount for all other creditable service to be
22 computed in accordance with the provisions of
23 section five. Any former member of the general
24 court or any former member of the executive council
25 or any former constitutional officer who has credit-
26 able service as such and also as a member of some
27 other governmental unit of the commonwealth or
28 any of its subdivisions, shall upon his retirement for
29 superannuation under the provisions of this chapter
30 receive a retirement allowance to be computed in
31 accordance with the provisions of section twenty-
32 eight D for all creditable service as a member of the
33 general court and as a member of the executive
34 council and as a constitutional officer, and an addi-
35 tional amount for all other creditable, service to be
36 computed in accordance with the provisions of
37 section five. The total yearly retirement allowance
38 in any such case shall be limited as to number of
39 years and amounts as provided in said sections five
40 and twenty-eight Dr and the total amount of such
41 yearly retirement allowance shall in no case exceed
42 four fifths of the average rate of regular compensa-
43 tion received by such member during the last two
44 years of creditable service last preceding the date
45 of retirement or termination of service, as the case
46 may be. The provisions of sections fifty-six to
47 sixty A, inclusive, of this chapter shall not apply to
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48 any service rendered as a member of the general
49 court or as a member of the executive council or as a
50 constitutional officer.

1 Section 4. Section twenty-eight H of said
2 chapter thirty-two, inserted by section two of chapter
3 eight hundred and seven of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and forty-nine, is hereby repealed.




